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The First Seal was Opened

Rapture of the church, then the antichrist confirmed his covenant: 

Pre-Trib Rapture:

1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 (NKJV)

1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that  
I should write to you.

2 For you yourselves know perfectly that           the day of the Lord         so comes as a thief in the night. 

3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” 

then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 

4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief . 

5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 

6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 

7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 

8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet 

the hope of salvation. 

9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 

11 Therefore comfort each other and 

edify one another, just as you also are doing.

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (NASB95)

10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath 
to come.

Paul's point is to comfort the believers in relation to the rapture:

2 Thessalonians 2:1-9 (NKJV)

1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you,

 

2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ 
had come. 

3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, 

andthen the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,

 

9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 
10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

The four Horsemen of the apocalypse:

Revelation 6:

The Antichrist, Full of Deception, who will martyr millions of believers:

Revelation 6:1–2 (NKJV)

1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures 

saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 

2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. 

He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, 

and he went out conquering and to conquer.

10.21.21

Chronological breakdown 
of the tribulation
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2 Corinthians 5:10 
10 For we must all 
appear before the 

Judgment seat 
of Christ, so that 
each one may be 
recompensed for his 
deeds in the body, 
according to what he 
has done, whether good 
or bad.

1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 
(NKJV)
16 For the Lord Himself 
will descend from 
heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise 
first. 
17 Then we who are 
alive and remain shall 
be caught up together 
with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the 
air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.

The Tribulation

Revelation 19:11–16 (NKJV)
11 Now I saw heaven opened, 
and behold, a white horse. And 
He who sat on him was called 
Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness He judges and 
makes war. 
12 His eyes were like a flame 
of fire, and on His head were 
many crowns. He had a name 
written that no one knew 
except Himself. 
13 He was clothed with a robe 
dipped in blood, and His name 
is called The Word of God. 
14 And the armies in heaven, 
clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean, followed Him on white 
horses. 
15 Now out of His mouth goes 
a sharp sword, that with it He 
should strike the nations. And 
He Himself will rule them with 
a rod of iron. He Himself 
treads the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. 
16 And He has on His robe 
and on His thigh a name 
written: KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS
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Sheep and 
goat judgment

The Seven 
Seal 

Judgments 

The Seven 
Trumpet

Judgments

The Seven 
Bowl 

Judgments

Great Tribulation

Antichrist 
signs a 
peace 
treaty, 
initiating the 
tribulation/ 
the 70th 
week of 
Daniel

in the 
middle of 
the week he 
shall bring 
an end to 
sacrifice and 
offering.

Tribulation 
begins

Tribulation 
begins

Earth

TO READ THIS 
TIMELINE 
BEGIN HERE

The Seven 
Trumpet

Judgments 

The Seven 
Seal 

Judgments 

The Seven 
Bowl 

Judgments

Chapter 1 Chapters 2-3

      Chpt. 4-19

Chapters 4-22

Chpt. 20 Chpt. 21-22

3.The things which shall take 
place after these things

2.The things 
which are

1.The things 
which you have 
seen

     Millennium The Eternal 
State

THE 
GLORIFIED 

CHRIST

Seven 
Churches Of 
The Church 

Age

Tribulation

3 1/2 years 3 1/2 years
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Judgment 
seat of 
Christ

1:19 1.Write the things which you have seen, and 
2.the things which are, and 
3.the things which will take place after this. 

Revelation

contrastive conjunction

9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, 

but to obtain salvation 

through our Lord Jesus Christ,
10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together 
with Him. 

Deliverance from the wrath to come

John 14:3 (NKJV)
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 
also.

Christians will be 
kept from / never 
enter into the day 
of judgment

the day of the Lord

A metaphor for the Tribulation 
Period, used to reference the 
shock to unbelievers of the 
sudden and unexpected arrival 
of the Day of the Lord

unexpected and with great discomfort

At some point 
(specifically the 7 
year peace treaty that 
the antichrist will 
sign) the world will 
think everything is 
secure

Titus 2:11–13 (NKJV)

11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 

12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in the present age, 

13 looking for the blessed hope and 
glorious appearing of our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ, 

the rapture of the 
church

Scripture teaches Christians to eagerly anticipate The Rapture of the church

We would not eagerly anticipate Christ return if 
we knew that we were going to be subject to 
the wrath of God in the Great Tribulation

Parallel phrase for the tribulation:
Revelation 3:10 (NASB95)

10 …because you have kept the word of My perseverance. I also will keep you from 
the hour of testing, 

that hour which is about to come upon 
the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

The wrath to come: it’s a technical phrase for 
the Great Tribulation, 

So church age believers do not go through this period of wrath. 

4861 ῥύομαι (rhuomai): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 1457, 5911; Str 4506; TDNT 
6.998—LN 21.23 rescue, 
deliver, to draw to oneself 
or to rescue by forcible 
lack

This passage is referring to 
the Rapture a rescue of living 
believers so that they are not 
exposed to the great day of 
God's judgment in time

Revelation 6:17 (NKJV)

17 For the great day of 
His wrath has come, and 
who is able to stand?”

Imminence

To the church in Philadelphia

to snatch from danger

Revelation 3:9 
(NASB95)
9 ‘Behold, I will cause 
those of the 
synagogue of Satan, 
who say that they are 
Jews and are not, but 
lie—I will make them 
come and bow down 
at your feet, and make 
them know that I have 
loved you,

Daniel's 70th week / The Great Tribulation Jeremiah 30:7–8 (NKJV)
7 Alas! For that day is great, So that none is 
like it; And it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, 

But he shall be saved out of it. 
8 ‘For it shall come to pass in that day,’ Says 
the Lord of hosts, ‘That I will break his yoke 
from your neck, And will burst your bonds; 
Foreigners shall no more enslave them.

Primary focus is God's 
discipline on Israel

There have always been Christians who have gone through great tribulation.
And there have always been Christians who think they want to go through great tribulation 

"to suffer for Christ"

Psalm 59:1–2 (NKJV)

1 Deliver me from my enemies, O my God; Defend me from those who rise up against me. 

2 Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, And save me from bloodthirsty men.

ek :  Kept from entering into a realm, or circumstances:

David’s prayer to God was that He would prevent him from ever coming within the 
control of his enemies:

does not mean to keep him safe after he has 
fallen under the control of his enemies

Acts 15:28–29 (NKJV)
28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: 

29 that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual immorality. If 

you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.

John 12:27 (NKJV)

27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this 
hour.

John 17:15 (NKJV)

15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil 
one.

So they were kept from ever 
entering into that sphere of 
idolatry and sexual immorality

proposition ek

Jesus prayed to be kept from, 
to never have to enter into the 
circumstances

Earth Dwellers; a technical phrase for the unsaved:

Isaiah 24:6 (NKJV)
6 Therefore the curse has devoured the earth, And those 
who dwell in it are desolate. Therefore the inhabitants of 
the earth are burned, And few men are left.
Revelation 6:10 (NKJV)
10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our 
blood on those who dwell on the earth?”
Revelation 17:8 (NKJV)
8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend 
out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those 
who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are 
not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the 
world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and 
yet is.

2191 ἐπισυναγωγή 
(episynagōgē), ῆς (ēs), ἡ 
(hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 1997; TDNT 7.841
—1. LN 15.126 gathering 
together (2Th 2:1+); 2. LN 
15.128 assembling, meeting (Heb 
10:25+)

describes what happens at the Rapture

past tense

686 ἀποστασία (apostasia), ας 
(as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 646; TDNT 

1.513—LN 39.34 rebellion, an 
abandonment, an apostasy 
(Ac 21:21; 2Th 2:3+ Departure

It’s core lexical meaning is 
“departure”  It has to do with 
leaving somewhere and going 
somewhere.

Scripture teaches that Christ's return could happen at any moment, it is 
Imminent

Nothing has to happen, we're not looking for any sign.
It's the doctrine of Imminency

Unless there is a departure of the church, or 
an abandonment of the earth, first

Always pay 
attention to 

context

4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple 
of God, showing himself that he is God. 
5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 

6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 

7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the  

8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy 
with the brightness of His coming.

He is taken out of the way.
Explanation

the day of Christ 

an assembly of believers in 
the clouds with the Lord

Words don't occur in isolation!
they are always in proximity to other 
words that give them their meaning

apostasia

καί a coordinating conjunction with the sense 
varying according to its circumstances; I. as a 
connective; (1) connecting single words and 
(MT 2:11d); (2) as a continuative, connecting 
clauses and sentences and (MT 21:23c); (3) 
as coordinating time with an event when (MK 
15:25); (4) to introduce a result from 
preceding circumstances and then, and 
so 

gar

and

καί
and, also

then
8284 occurrences 
of καί

6799
521
273

also

that Day will not come

At times a translator will insert a word or phrase 
that is assumed by the context, to make it easier 

to read.
In this case the translator was influenced to this 
assumption, due to isolating the word apostasy

from its context
he assumed the meaning of apostasy 

Why were 
these words 

inserted?

tote

The day of Christ is distinct from The Day of the Lord

The day of Christ:

Philippians 1:10 (NKJV)

10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of 
Christ,

Philippians 2:16 (NKJV)

16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.

Philippians 1:6 (NKJV)
6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until

 the day of Jesus Christ;

2 Thessalonians 2:2 (NKJV)
2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though 

the day of Christ had come.

Points to the Rapture of the Church

So we want to maintain that distinction between 
1. the day of Christ and 

2. the day of the Lord

Being careful to learn and apply the teachings of scripture that give life. 

Through this knowledge and the application of it, we have a sound basis to eagerly anticipate, that it will be a 
time of rejoicing at the judgment seat of Christ

So we want to maintain that distinction between 
1. the day of Christ and 

2. the day of the Lord

Refers to 
the 

Rapture

The entire 7 years 
of Tribulation

The Second 
Coming

The second 3 1/2 
years of Tribulation

Can refer to 
1 of 3 

Occurrences

1 2 3

the day of 
the Lord

2

1. 
the day of 

Christ

1. 
the day of 

Christ

God’s judgments begin with The execution of 
the First Seal Judgment

Daniel 9:24–27 (NKJV)

24 “Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city, 1.To finish the 

transgression, 2.To make an end of sins, 3.To make reconciliation for iniquity, 4.To bring in 

everlasting righteousness, 5.To seal up vision and 
prophecy, And 6.to anoint the Most Holy. 

The prefix "anti" in Greek doesn't have to do with being against, it has to do with substitution. 

The Antichrist is a substitute Messiah, a political 
leader who will offer himself as the Messiah.

What we see here is that these four living creatures are each involved in the 
execution of the first four judgments. 

One of the major roles of angels in the book of Revelation and during the 
Tribulation is to carry out the judicial decrees of the Lamb of God as He opens the 
seals. 

It is angels who bring about the geophysical disturbances. 
It is angels who operate within the heavenlies controlling various 
meteorological disturbances. 

We can understand from Scripture that when we look at the world around us, we 
can't look at it as something just physical; but that all of the physical processes that 
we are familiar with, that scientists study in the laboratory, have an invisible and 
supernatural background. 

These physiological processes are overseen by the angels. 

God controls everything, but He works through these 
intermediate causes of the angels.

Revelation 4:6–8 (NKJV)
6 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the 
throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 
7 The first living creature was like a lion, 

the second living creature like a calf, 
the third living creature had a face like a man, and 
the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 

8 The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not 
rest day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!”

They were a sign 
with the execution 

of the first 4 
judgments

These living 
creatures have 
similarities to both 
seraphim and 
cherubim, they are 
a special order of 
angels that were 
associated with the 
holiness of God.

If we trace thunder through 

the Scripture it is associated with the 
throne of God, the voice of God; it is 
exceeding loud and overpowering, 
and foreboding, it is an indication that 
something drastic is about to happen. 

Exodus 9:23 (NKJV)
23 And Moses stretched out his rod toward heaven; and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire 

darted to the ground. And the Lord rained hail on the land of Egypt.

Exodus 9:28 (NKJV)
28 Entreat the Lord, that there may be no more mighty thundering and hail, for it is enough. I 

will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.”

2 Samuel 22:14–19 (NKJV)
14 “The Lord thundered from heaven, And the Most High uttered His voice. 

15 He sent out arrows and scattered them; Lightning bolts, and He vanquished them. 
16 Then the channels of the sea were seen, The foundations of the world were uncovered, At the rebuke of 
the Lord, At the blast of the breath of His nostrils. 
17 “He sent from above, He took me, He drew me out of many waters. 
18 He delivered me from my strong enemy, From those who hated me; For they were too strong for me. 
19 They confronted me in the day of my calamity, But the Lord was my support.

These four Horsemen are 
personifications of these 4 judgments.

The tendency in commentaries is to 

identify the rider on the white 
horse as the antichrist.
But the white horseman is representing the false Christs 
that will dominate the political system during the 
tribulation. 

There will be a proliferation of pseudo messiahs and 
they will promote imitation righteousness. 

So the rider on the white horse is one who is promoting 
a false righteousness. 

It is not the pure righteousness of Jesus Christ, which 
is what His white horse represents, 
but the imitation righteousness which is the false 
system of the Antichrist. 

was a reward, or a recognition crown. 

It is not a diademos crown of a King ! 

it is a (stephanos) crown of a phony fake 
representation of Christ.

He came with great deception so he's 
been awarded the victor's crown, which is 
a wreath of recognition for accomplishment. So he has 
been honoured and recognised by those over whom 
he rules.

Matthew 24:5 (NKJV)
5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive 
many.
Matthew 24:23–26 (NKJV)
23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not 
believe it. 
24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and 
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 
25 See, I have told you beforehand. 
26 “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or 
‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it.

στέφανος (stephanos)

indicating the threat of 
military power. He has the 
power but there are no arrows 
in the quiver, indicating that 
he conquers through 
intimidation or some other 
means other than through 
military conflict. 

The military conflict comes 
in the second seal.

mmm

The First Seal was Opened:
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