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What is the meaning of love?

The DISCIPLINE of LOVE. 
Love

To perform to Christ's standard:

John 13:34–35 (NKJV)

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another. 

35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

1 John 3:1–24 (NKJV)

1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the 

world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is 
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 
5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 
6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 
7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 
8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of 
God. 

10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness 

is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. 

11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 

12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were 
evil and his brother’s righteous. 
13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 
14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides 
in death. 

15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding 
in him. 

16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. 

17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love 

of God abide in him? 

18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in 
truth. 

19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 

20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 

22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things 
that are pleasing in His sight. 

23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He 
gave us commandment. 

24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the 
Spirit whom He has given us.

Rewards for the successful believer:

To the Church:

Emphasis 
Revelation 2:7 (NKJV)

7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat 
from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” ’

Smyrna 
Revelation 2:11 (NKJV)

11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by 
the second death.” ’

Pergamos 
Revelation 2:17 (NKJV)

17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of 
the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written 
which no one knows except him who receives it.” ’

Thyatira 
Revelation 2:26–29 (NKJV)

26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 
27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s 
vessels’— as I also have received from My Father; 
28 and I will give him the morning star. 
29 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’

Sardis 
Revelation 3:5–6 (NKJV)

5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the 
Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 

6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’

Philadelphia 
Revelation 3:12–13 (NKJV)

12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no 
more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New 
Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new 
name. 
13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’

Laodicea
Revelation 3:21–22 (NKJV)

21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat 
down with My Father on His throne. 
22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ”

Eternal rewards and inheritances, blessings, benefits, and privileges:

inheritance When all things are made new/ both the Heavens and the 
Earth:

Revelation 21:1–8 (NKJV)
1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more 
sea. 
2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 
4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no 
more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 
5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true 
and faithful.” 
6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the 
water of life freely to him who thirsts. 

7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be

 My son. 

8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall 

have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

10.31.21

Romans 5:6–11 (NKJV)

6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 

8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 
10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved 
by His life. 
11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

An idiom for being incapable of producing anything pleasing to God

at a time that coincides with that

Love is not based on how we feel, but it's a matter 
of living a daily practice of very specific divinely 
revealed standards for Christian interaction

So what does it mean to love one another ?

Success in performing to God’s standard is based on volition

What does it mean to love ? 

Books by John

Books by John

Throughout all of these passages in this study they are speaking to believers; 
the justified

mmm

spiritually dead

man was not lovely, he was not lovable

Matthew 22:37–40 (NKJV)

37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 

your mind.’ 
38 This is the first and great commandment. 

39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

89.84 ἐνj (en): prep.; a 
marker of the manner in 
which an event occurs

Deuteronomy 6:5–9 (NKJV)

5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your strength. 

6 “And these words which I command you today shall be in 

your heart. 
7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 
down, and when you rise up. 
8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between your eyes. 
9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

2840 καρδία (kardia), ας (as), ἡ 
(hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 4213, 4222; 
Str 2588; TDNT 3.605—1. LN 26.3 
inner self, never the literal body part 
called the “heart,” this is a 
reference to the areas of 
the inner self, including: 
the volition, the mind, the 
desires, etc.

the real you, the immaterial part 
of man

67.33 κατάg; ἐπίs; ἐνs; ἐκk; καθώςd: 
markers of a point of time which is simultaneous 
to or overlaps with another point of time—‘when, 
at the time of.

One man would dare to die 
for a desirable man

IMPERSONAL LOVE

John is referencing Jesus early teaching in the gospel of John

But by the way we act according to Bible knowledge

The question is, do you have a positive or negative response to God's 
word ?

A positive response means that you're actively pursuing obedience; you 
can see a steady transformation in the way you think and act.

A negative response means that you are rejecting truth; you are rejecting 

the command to “love one another”

if we are conducting our lives according to knowledge/specific truths

Once again John is referencing Jesus early teaching in the gospel of John

When we are walking in obedience to God's word; we are 
knowledgeable of specific truths that are in agreement with that spiritual 
walk

The Spirit of God and the word of God agree

Books by John

Romans 8:5–6 (NKJV)

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, 

but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

God provides the resources; it's up to us to utilize them daily. This is 
where free will is exercised, for eternal benefits/ inheritances

Unable to overcome because they they choose to think

God commands, we make the choice to keep that command

IMPERSONAL LOVE

This is just an 
example; Jesus did 
not lay His life down, 
just so that He could 
give this worlds goods 
to those in need.
This is about doing/ 
it’s serving others

genitive — The genitive is the case 
that qualifies or restricts a noun by 
means of a specific characterization. 
The genitive normally marks a noun as 
the source or possessor of something, 
or refers to the kind of 
relationship that noun has 
to another noun. It is typically 
expressed in English by the preposition 
“of”. For example, in the phrase “throne 
of the king” the noun “king” is in the 
genitive and qualifies the type of 
throne. In “blood of Christ,” Christ is the 
genitive noun which describes 
possession. The genitive case is also 
used for the objects of some 
prepositions.

genitive

This is a unique love that can only be 
produced by the Holy Spirit in the believer

Galatians 5:22 (NKJV)

22 But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,

talk is cheap;
But to live the word 
of God, that 
requires effort

imperative

James 2:26 (NKJV)
26 For as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without 
works is dead also.

Has to do with 
conviction and 
being convinced

He's teaching us how we can have 
certainty at His coming, and not to be 
ashamed at the judgment seat of Christ; 
and he prefaced this teaching back in

1 John 2:28 (NKJV)
28 And now, little children, abide in 
Him, that when He appears, we may 
have confidence and not be ashamed 
before Him at His coming.

3538 μέρος (meros), ους (ous), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ 

Str 3313; TDNT 4.594—1. LN 63.14 part, in 
contrast to the whole

meros has to do with receiving a share it was a technical word used in 
legal documents at the time to indicate the share or portion that was 
designated to an heir in terms of his inheritance. 

It is not talking about the person; it is talking about his share. 

In this case the share is not going to go to the believer, but because the 
believer was not an overcomer his share/ his portion is going to the lake 
of fire; in other words it is going to be an eternal loss of inheritance.

All the benefits, the blessings and privileges associated with his 
inheritance; he will be lacking eternally

3099 κληρονομέω (klēronomeō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 3769, 5706; Str 
2816; TDNT 3.767—1. LN 57.131 receive, gain possession (Mt 5:5; Heb 6:12); 
2. LN 57.138 inherit, transfer land or possessions 
from a parent to a child or a descendant

The subject is 
inheritance

Books by John

John 14:15 (NKJV)
15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.

Proverbs 5:10–14 (NKJV)
10 Lest aliens be filled with your wealth, And your labors go to the house of a foreigner; 
11 And you mourn at last, When your flesh and your body are consumed, 

12 And say: “How I have hated instruction, And my heart 
despised correction! 
13 I have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, Nor 
inclined my ear to those who instructed me! 
14 I was on the verge of total ruin, In the midst of the assembly and congregation.”

Proverbs 15:5 (NKJV)
5 A fool despises his father’s instruction, 
But he who receives correction is prudent.

(didōmi)
perfect — The verb tense used by the writer to describe a 
completed verbal action that occurred in the past but which 
produced a state of being or a result that exists in the present (in 
relation to the writer). The emphasis of the perfect is not the past 
action so much as it is as such but the present “state of affairs” 
resulting from the past action.

This is called an extensive perfect which emphasises the present completion 
of the action, but it takes us back to something that happened in eternity past. 

When did God bestow this love upon us? He initially 
bestowed this love on us in eternity past. 
He always knew us in His omniscience/ God knows everything past present 
and future all at one time; He knew us from eternity past.

18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

What is love?
What is the difference between a Child’s love for their 
parents;

And a parents love for the child ?

A child's love is immature, he loves with feeling only because something is done for him or her.

A parent loves with commitment, responsibility and selfless action.

A parent takes on the responsibilities of life and serves God; they rise early to prepare for their 
children's welfare.

A mature Christian adult, recognizes that life is no longer just about them and their personal 
comforts and pleasures.

A mature Christian adult has become a servant you can always count on

Luke 15:11–32 (NKJV)
11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 
12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he 
divided to them his livelihood. 
13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his 

possessions with prodigal living. 

14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 
15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 
16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 
17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger! 
18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 
19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.” ’ 
20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, 
and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 

21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.’ 
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals 
on his feet. 
23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 

24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry. 

25 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 
26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 
27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed 
the fatted calf.’ 
28 “But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 

29 So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your 
commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 

30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for 
him.’ 

31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 
32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is 
found.’ ”

senseless, wasteful

He successfully reasoned away all advice, 
and settled in to satisfy his own lusts

The younger son never listen to instruction, he never regarded advice.
He existed only to satisfy his own desires, and he would do nothing else.

1 john 1:9

There are many parents who spend much of their lives like this father hoping and praying for this day

These are not four year old sons, they are adult children

Proverbs 15:32–33 (NKJV)
32 He who disdains instruction despises his own soul, But he who heeds 
rebuke gets understanding. 

33 The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom, And before honor is 
humility.

Correction

If we're not overcoming 
practiced sin, we're not keeping 
his commandments; we don't 
love God

1. This is about the believer who overcomes, 
and 

2. the believer who does not overcome

The humble here the instruction from God's word 

but the proud and arrogant and self willed, will not
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