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6. The 4 Beasts their 
Historical Placement

Validating the previous timeline:

These four Horseman are illustrative representations only:  
They are not actual individuals on horses!

Opening the first seal initiates the Ruthless Deceiver’s pre-
appointed time:

Revelation 6:1–2 (NKJV)

1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures 
saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 

2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and 
he went out conquering and to conquer.

Revelation 6:3–8 (NKJV)
3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, “Come and see.” 

4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the 
earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword. 
5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, 

a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 
6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of 
barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.” 
7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come and see.” 

8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with 
him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of 
the earth.

The first seal:

Nebuchadnezzar's dream & Daniels dream compared:

Daniels time: 

Daniel 1:1–6 (NKJV)

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 

2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the articles of the house of God, which 

he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the articles into the treasure house of his god. 

3 Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to bring some of the children of Israel and some of 
the king’s descendants and some of the nobles, 
4 young men in whom there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick 
to understand, who had ability to serve in the king’s palace, and whom they might teach the language and literature of the 
Chaldeans.
5 And the king appointed for them a daily provision of the king’s delicacies and of the wine which he drank, and three years 
of training for them, so that at the end of that time they might serve before the king. 

6 Now from among those of the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.

Daniel 1:19–21 (NKJV)
19 Then the king interviewed them, and among them all none was found like 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore they served before the king. 

20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which the king examined them, he found them ten times better 
than all the magicians and astrologers who were in all his realm. 

21 Thus Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus.

Much of Daniels writing is in the third person!

Interpreting Nebuchadnezzar's empire timeline image of Daniel 2, by 
comparison with Daniel 7 and Daniel 8:

Daniel 2:36–45 (NKJV)
36 “This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. 

37 You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory; 
38 and wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into 

your hand, and has made you ruler over them all—you are this head of gold. 

Daniel 2:39 (NKJV)

39 But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours; 

Daniel 2:39 (NKJV)
39 Part B. then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. 

 

Daniel 2:40 (NKJV)
40 And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks 
in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will 
break in pieces and crush all the others.

The revived Roman Empire, Iron and clay mingling with the seed of men:
41 Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the 
strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. 
42 And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly 
fragile. 

43 As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they 
will not adhere to one another, 
just as iron does not mix with clay. 

44 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a KINGDOM which shall never be 

destroyed; and THE KINGDOM shall not be left to other people; it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 

45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, 

and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has 

made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.”

The Antichrist 
The Beast and The Little Horn
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REVELATION

He's ruthless, he's brutal and 
he's vicious, he is Satan 
incarnate; he is the Antichrist

The First Seal
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Babylon
Nebuchadnezzar
604-539 B.C.

Medo-Persia
Darius the mede
Cyrus the Persian
539-331 B.C.

Greece
Alexander the 
great
331-146 B.C.

Rome
146 B.C.-1453 A.D.

Revived Roman 
empire

Daniel 7:4 (NKJV)
4 The first was like a lion, and had 
eagle’s wings. I watched till its wings 
were plucked off; and it was lifted 
up from the earth and made to stand 
on two feet like a man, and a man’s 
heart was given to it.

Daniel 7:5 (NKJV)
5 “And suddenly another beast, a 
second, like a bear. It was raised up 
on one side, and had three ribs in its 
mouth between its teeth. And they 
said thus to it: ‘Arise, devour much 
flesh!’

Daniel 7:6 (NKJV)
6 “After this I looked, and there was 
another, like a leopard, which had 
on its back four wings of a bird. The 
beast also had four heads, and 
dominion was given to it.

Daniel 7:7–8 (NKJV)
7 “After this I saw in the night 
visions, and behold, a fourth beast, 
dreadful and terrible, exceedingly 
strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was 
devouring, breaking in pieces, and 
trampling the residue with its feet. It 
was different from all the beasts that 
were before it, and it had ten horns. 

8 I was considering the horns, and 
there was another horn, a little one, 
coming up among them, before 
whom three of the first horns were 
plucked out by the roots. And there, 
in this horn, were eyes like the eyes 
of a man, and a mouth speaking 
pompous words.

Daniel 2:27–28 (NKJV)
27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and 
said, “The secret which the king has demanded, the 
wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the 
soothsayers cannot declare to the king. 
28 But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, 
and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar 
what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the 
visions of your head upon your bed, were these:

Daniel 7
Pictures God’s view of 
the Gentile kingdom’s 
ravenous, vicious, 
beastly rule over the 
children of Israel

Daniel 2
Pictures man's 
arrogant view of 
himself ruling 
independent from 
God

How the 2 visions compare

Daniel 2:1–3 (NKJV)
1 Now in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, 
Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and his spirit was so 
troubled that his sleep left him. 
2 Then the king gave the command to call the 
magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the 
Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came 
and stood before the king. 
3 And the king said to them, “I have had a dream, and 
my spirit is anxious to know the dream.”

Daniel 7:1–3 (NKJV)
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, 
Daniel had a dream and visions of his head while 
on his bed. Then he wrote down the dream, 
telling the main facts. 
2 Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by 
night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were 
stirring up the Great Sea. 
3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, 
each different from the other.

Nebuchadnezzar Daniel

12.2.21

This book was written in roughly 537 BC! 
It foretells events that would happen in: 
the 5th century BC, and 
the 4th century BC, and 
the 3rd century BC, all the way up to the coming of Christ; 

and then prophetic events that wouldn't occur for 
another 2 or 3 thousand years.

Daniel continued beyond this point, but he probably started writing this when 
he was an old man, 80+ years of age, so he didn't know when he was going to 
die, he could only say how long he had lived up to that particular point.

539 B.C.

Daniel lived from approximately 620 b.c.-530 b.c

604 B.C.

Ezra 9:1–2 (NKJV)
1 When these things were done, the leaders came to me, saying, “The people of Israel and the 
priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands, with 
respect to the abominations of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, 
the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 
2 For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, so that the 

holy seed is mixed with the peoples of those lands. Indeed, the hand of the 
leaders and rulers has been foremost in this 
trespass.”

Ruth 4:9–10 (NASB95)

9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses today that I have bought from the hand of 
Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. 
10 “Moreover, I have acquired Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, to be my wife in order to 

raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that the name of the deceased will not be cut off from 
his brothers or from the court of his birth place; you are witnesses today.” 

Ruth 4:17 (NASB95)

17 The neighbor women gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi!” So they named him Obed. 

He is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

Ruth was a gentile

What was prohibited in 
the Mosaic Law was 

marriage with an 
unbeliever, marriage with 
a pagan, and that's what 
was happening here is 

they were intermarrying 
with unbelievers.

This is not an argument against 
interracial marriage

The same concept was used for 
Israel to maintain its strength, to 
be united under one purpose

So that's what this mingling is, it's a mix of cultures, it's a mix of human thought 
systems, it's not necessarily a racial mix.  

What weakens these empires, is that over the process of time they become more and more cultural mixes. 

So that by the time you get to the Revived Roman Empire it's a mix of iron and clay, there's such a multicultural mix, that 
all these different cultures have different agendas, with different human religious systems that brings an inherent weakness 
to the empire.  
So it will never have the kind of unity, like the Babylonian empire, where there was a racial uniformity even though there 
were different ethnic groups but there was one predominate group and one predominant unified culture that gave 
strength to that whole empire. 

 But it's always the case that when man operates from his own agenda separate from God’s, the empire always spirals to 
greater depths of depravity and destruction; as it is graphically pictured in Nebuchadnezzar's timeline image of empires, 

and their downward progression; until finally at the time of the end a stone is cut out 
without hands, it will smash and break in pieces all these kingdoms and 
cleanse the earth of them.

When there are different people that have different agendas, different cultures, then it's going to be hard for them to adhere 
together in one solid united group, with one solid agenda.  

And we see an example of that in our own country today where you see all kinds of different subgroups emphasizing one 

agenda over against another agenda and the whole nation is fragmenting rather than coming together, the cause 
being that man chooses to agree with demonic influence stirring the pot and the result 
is weakness.

To emphasize the point: it is man who is not controlled by, but agree with the demonic influence, the result being 
weakness, destruction, and death.

Interracial marriages was 
not prohibited in the old 
testament

No human hand had part in establishing this KINGDOM

Why did Ruth the Moabitess marriage to Boaz succeed, why was it a 
strong successful relationship, as opposed to these nations 
intermingling with other cultures?

Ruth came from a different culture who served a different gods!

Ruth 1:11–17 (NASB95)
11 But Naomi said, “Return, my daughters. Why should you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb, that they may 
be your husbands? 
12 “Return, my daughters! Go, for I am too old to have a husband. If I said I have hope, if I should even have a 
husband tonight and also bear sons, 
13 would you therefore wait until they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters; for 
it is harder for me than for you, for the hand of the Lord has gone forth against me.” 
14 And they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, 

but Ruth clung to her. 

15 Then she said, “Behold, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her gods; 
return after your sister-in-law.” 

16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; 

for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people 
shall be my people, and your God, my God. 
17 “Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus may the Lord do 
to me, and worse, if anything but death parts you and me.”

Ruth Completely forsook, she abandoned her old culture and gods!

Let's not move past applying this principle to our own lives:

As a Christian have you fully given yourself to God's culture/ His 
System of thought as presented in scripture?

Or are you of this world’s culture, serving the gods of this world?

What do you cling to?
Are you humble and able to receive advice and instruction of God’s Word

Or are you proud, and reason away all advice?

Read the book 
of Ruth in the 
Old Testament

mmm

Daniel 7:15–19 (NASB95)
15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me, and the visions in my mind kept 
alarming me. 

16 “I approached one of those who were standing by and began asking him the exact meaning 
of all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of these things: 
17 ‘These great beasts, which are four in number, are four kings who will arise from the earth. 
18 ‘But the saints of the Highest One will receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, 
for all ages to come.’ 

19 “Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all 
the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, and which 
devoured, crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet,

These symbols have precise meaning

Daniel 7:2–4 (NASB95)

2 Daniel said, “I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of 
heaven were stirring up the great sea. 
3 “And four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different from one another. 

4 “The first: was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. 

Nebuchadnezzar becomes a believer:
I kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and 

made to stand on two feet like a man; a human mind also was given to it.

Wings represent power:

Isaiah 8:8 (NASB95)
8 “Then it will sweep on into Judah, it 
will overflow and pass through, It will 

reach even to the neck; And the 
spread of its wings will fill 
the breadth of your land, O 
Immanuel.

God had warned Nebuchadnezzar that if he continued in his arrogance He 
would humble him and give him the mind of an animal for a period of seven 
years, and that happened. 

The end of one year when Nebuchadnezzar was so arrogant thinking he had 
gained all his power through his own greatness and strength, in Daniel 4 he 
was humbled, as a result his character was changed from beastly to human

So at the end of the seven years Nebuchadnezzar was saved; he was 
regenerated, he was given the heart of a man.  

Daniel 4:33–34 (NASB95)
33 “Immediately the word concerning 
Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled; and he 
was driven away from mankind and 
began eating grass like cattle, and his 
body was drenched with the dew of 
heaven until his hair had grown like 
eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ 
claws. 

34 “But at the end of that 
period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
raised my eyes toward heaven 
and my reason returned to me, 
and I blessed the Most High 
and praised and honored Him 
who lives forever; For His 
dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, And His kingdom 
endures from generation to 
generation.

Something happened to change the 
nature of this first beast, its beastliness 
was removed

Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the image

Daniel 7:5 (NASB95)

5 “And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. 

And it was raised up on one side, 

and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and thus they? said to it, ‘Arise, devour much meat!’

Comparable

This second beast isn't identified by Daniel or by the angel, but it is 
identified in Daniel’s next vision in chapter 8

Daniel 8:3–8 (NASB95)

3 Then I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a ram which had two horns was 

standing in front of the canal. Now the two horns were long, but one was 
longer than the other, with the longer one coming up last. 
4 I saw the ram butting westward, northward, and southward, and no other beasts could 
stand before him nor was there anyone to rescue from his power, but he did as he pleased 
and magnified himself. 

The Persians were one side, they were much 
stronger than the other side, the Medes.

the four winds, or the demonic forces 
are commanding the beast to capture 
and take territory to control mankind

Satan’s M.O. throughout 
the ages:

1 Peter 5:8 (NKJV)
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your 

adversary the devil walks about 
like a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour.

John 10:10 (NKJV)

10 The thief does not come 
except to steal, and to kill, 
and to destroy. I have come that 
they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.

Comparable

God’s perspective they were vicious and beastly

God’s perspective they were vicious and beastly

Medo—Persia

The three ribs refer to his 
conquest.  

Before he defeated Babylon 
he first defeated the Medes in 
550 BC, then he moved west 
and he conquered the Lydian 
Empire in Turkey or Asia 
Minor, between 550 and 539 
BC, and then he moved 
south and conquered the 
Babylonian Empire, so these 
three ribs represent the 
three empires that Cyrus 
defeated.

5 While I was observing, behold, a male goat was coming from the west over the 

surface of the whole earth without touching the ground; and the goat had a notable horn 
between his eyes. 

6 He came up to the ram that had the two horns, which I had seen standing in front of 
the canal, and rushed at him in his mighty wrath. 
7 I saw him come beside the ram, and he was enraged at him; and he struck the ram and 

shattered his two horns, and the ram had no strength to withstand him. So he hurled 
him to the ground and trampled on him, and there was none to rescue the ram from his 
power. 

8 Then the male goat magnified himself exceedingly. 
But as soon as he was mighty, the large horn was broken; 

and in its place there came up four notable horns toward the four winds of heaven.

Alexander the great died

After Alexander’s death, 
his empire was divided to 

his 4 generals

Alexander the great
The third kingdom of bronze

Comparable
Yet again

By looking at the greater context we can see that 
Nebuchadnezzar's timeline image of empires, all 
followed in succession!

1

2

Comparable

3

Daniel 8:9–12 (NASB95)
9 Out of one of them came forth a rather small horn which 
grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, and 
toward the Beautiful Land. 
10 It grew up to the host of heaven and caused some of the host 
and some of the stars to fall to the earth, and it trampled them 
down. 
11 It even magnified itself to be equal with the Commander of 
the host; and it removed the regular sacrifice from Him, and the 
place of His sanctuary was thrown down. 
12 And on account of transgression the host will be given over 
to the horn along with the regular sacrifice; and it will fling truth 
to the ground and perform its will and prosper.

Daniel 7:23–24 (NKJV)

23 “Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast, shall be A fourth 
kingdom on earth, Which shall be different from all other 
kingdoms, And shall devour the whole earth, Trample it and 
break it in pieces. 

24 The ten horns are ten kings Who shall arise 
from this kingdom. And another shall rise after them; He 
shall be different from the first ones, And shall subdue three 
kings.

Comparable

4

Comparable
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