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The Throne Room of God

Four living beings:

How is the term Living Creatures used in the book of Revelation?

It is important to understand how the term Living Creatures is used in other books, but we need to 
understand how it’s used within the book of Revelation itself. 

The living beings play an important role in the outworking of the justice of God in Revelation.

Revelation 4:1–11 (NKJV)
1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a 
trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this.” 
2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne. 
3 And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in 
appearance like an emerald. 
4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; 
and they had crowns of gold on their heads. 
5 And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, 
which are the seven Spirits of God. 

6 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four 
living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 

7 The first Living Creatures was like a lion, the second Living Creatures like a calf,

 the third Living Creatures had a face like a man, and the fourth Living Creatures was like a flying eagle. 

8 The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not 
rest day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!” 

The four living creatures are seen falling down and worshiping God

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and 
ever, 
10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, 
and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 

11 “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist 
and were created.”

Hallelujah  ?

It comes from the Hebrew word halel, 

Jah is the first syllable in the name of Yahweh 

In and of itself it is not praising God. Alleluia means to praise God. 

When we read praise psalms. What they are are hymns that both describe and declare what God has done in 
history; who He is in terms of His character and what He has done in history. 

That is what praise to God is, we don't want to be mindlessly carried away with emotion and repetition of 
certain words where people think they are somehow special spiritual vocabulary, that when coupled with the 
right emotion God is being praised.

The living beings have special duties to perform like calling forth the dreadful manifestations of the 
judgments of God.

The living creature here in Revelation are very similar to those found earlier in scripture. 

Back in Ezekiel we find something very similar to what we saw in Revelation 4 & 5

Ezekiel describes the throne of God in terms from his own frame of reference. 

Angelic beings 

The throne is the focal point, it is the seat of authority, power and Justice, and the 
four living beings are always before the throne of God and the Lamb of God,

Revelation 5:6 (NKJV)

6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the 
midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

The four living creatures are pictured in Revelation engaged in praising God for 
His character, the focus is on who God is and 

what He has done

Revelation 5:8–10 (NASB95)

8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 

9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to 

break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and 

tongue and people and nation. 

10 “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the 
earth.”

In a previous study dated 2.7.21 we briefly spoke of the four living creatures 

engaged in an antiphony with the 24 elders

the 24 elders sing

the four living creatures sing

usAn idiom for the 
spiritual death of 
Christ on the cross

Revelation 7:11–12 (NASB95)

11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, 
12 saying, “Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our 
God forever and ever. Amen.”

Revelation 19:1–4 (NASB95)
1 After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 

“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; 
2 because His judgments are true and righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth 
with her immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bond-servants on her.” 

3 And a second time they said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke rises up forever and ever.” 

4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God 

who sits on the throne saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!”

Romans 12:1 (NASB95)
1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual service of worship.

Worthy are You  Because

The phrase Living Creatures is mentioned 22 times in 19 verses in the book of Revelation alone

And it's creaturely occupants

the word for praise

to ascribe honor and 
glory to someone, to 
give thanks for what 
they have done

The imperative form of halel is halelu—the "u" 

second person, plural, 
imperative ending

Psalm 113:1 (NASB95)

1 Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord, Praise the 
name of the Lord.

halelu

so this is a summons or a a command

So in conclusion hallelujah is a command to others to give praise to God

So these four living creatures are described as worshiping and praising God

Ezra 7:10 (NKJV)
10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to 
teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.

8

Revelation 6:1–8 (NKJV)

1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures 

saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 

2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he 
went out conquering and to conquer. 

3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, “Come and see.” 
4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, 
and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword. 

5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and 
behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 

6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, 
and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.” 

7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come and 
see.” 
8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed 
with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, 
and by the beasts of the earth.

The living creature was taking the apostle John to 
show him the outworking of the justice of God

This vision occurred in 592 BC just after the second invasion of Nebuchadnezzar 
into the promised land where Ezekiel is taken captive back to Babylon. 

Once again the emphasis in this vision is on the outworking of God's justice, 

because much of the subject matter in Ezekiel is on the judgment of God in 

relationship to the nation Israel, and also in terms of the ultimate judgment of the 
earth yet in the future. 

These four living creatures though similar yet different

Ezekiel 1:5–26 (NKJV)

5 Also from within it came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance: they had 

the likeness of a man. 

6 Each one had four faces, and each one had four wings. 
7 Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the soles of calves’ feet. They sparkled like the 
color of burnished bronze. 

8 The hands of a man were under their wings on their four sides; and each of the four had faces and wings. 
9 Their wings touched one another. The creatures did not turn when they went, but each one went straight 
forward. 

10 As for the likeness of their faces, each had the face of a man; each of the four had the face of a lion 

on the right side, each of the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and each of the four had the face 
of an eagle.

11 Thus were their faces. Their wings stretched upward; two wings of each one touched one another, and 

two wings covered their bodies. 
12 And each one went straight forward; they went wherever the spirit wanted to go, and they did not turn when 
they went. 

13 As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, like the 

appearance of torches going back and forth among the living creatures. The fire was bright, and out of the 
fire went lightning. 

14 And the living creatures ran back and forth, in appearance like a flash of lightning. 

15 Now as I looked at the living creatures, behold, a wheel was on the earth beside each 

living creatures with its four faces. 
16 The appearance of the wheels and their workings was like the color of beryl, and all four had the same 
likeness. The appearance of their workings was, as it were, a wheel in the middle of a wheel. 
17 When they moved, they went toward any one of four directions; they did not turn aside when they went. 
18 As for their rims, they were so high they were awesome; and their rims were full of eyes, all around the four 
of them. 
19 When the living creatures went, the wheels went beside them; and when the living creatures were lifted up 
from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. 
20 Wherever the spirit wanted to go, they went, because there the spirit went; and the wheels were lifted 

together with them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. 
21 When those went, these went; when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, 

the wheels were lifted up together with them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in the 
wheels. 
22 The likeness of the firmament above the heads of the living creatures was like the color of an awesome 
crystal, stretched out over their heads. 

23 And under the firmament their wings spread out straight, one toward another. Each one had two 

which covered one side, and each one had two which covered the other side of the body. 

24 When they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of many waters, like the voice of the 

Almighty, a tumult like the noise of an army; and when they stood still, they let down their wings. 
25 A voice came from above the firmament that was over their heads; whenever they stood, they let down their 

wings. 
26 And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a sapphire stone; 
on the likeness of the throne was a likeness with the appearance of a man high above it.

bronze emphasizes the purity and the holiness of God

The same four animals are mentioned here, as in Revelation 4:7 at the beginning of our study.

The Living Creatures

Nothing wrong with emotion, but it is our Biblically informed intellect by which we 
give praise to God; not our good feelings. Emotions are the responders of the soul, 
not the driving factor !!!

Because

Giving praise to God

Giving praise to God

What is praise and worship?

These four living creatures were created before the seven days of creation in Genesis 1

There is a prototype among the angels of different forms and functions that are then duplicated when 
we get into our present world of man and the present animal kingdom

The Living Creatures

Job 38:1–11 (NASB95)
1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said, 
2 “Who is this that darkens counsel By words without knowledge? 
3 “Now gird up your loins like a man, And I will ask you, and you instruct Me! 

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding, 

5 Who set its measurements? Since you know. Or who stretched the line on it? 
6 “On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid its cornerstone, 

7 When the morning stars sang together And all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

8 “Or who enclosed the sea with doors When, bursting forth, it went out from the womb; 
9 When I made a cloud its garment And thick darkness its swaddling band, 
10 And I placed boundaries on it And set a bolt and doors, 
11 And I said, ‘Thus far you shall come, but no farther; And here shall your proud waves stop’?

Where were you at the beginning of creation?

The angels were all still united at this point

at a distinct point in the 
sequence of events

Angels were created before the heavens and the earth

parallelism

Revelation 1:20 (NASB95)

20 “As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 

lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are 
the seven churches.

Revelation 9:1–2 (NASB95)

1 Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the 

bottomless pit was given to him. 

2 He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and 
the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit.

Revelation 12:4 (NASB95)

4 And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth.
 

And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he 

might devour her child.

The stars of heaven is a metaphorical term referring to angels, not physical stars. 

It is a metaphorical title for angels. Satan takes a third of the angels of Heaven and threw them 
to the earth. 

This depicts this warfare that has taken place ever since the fall of Satan, this angelic warfare, 

angelic rebellion, demonic influence that shapes and 
influences all of human history.

That is Mary, she is ready to give birth. Satan

child meaning Jesus

Why did God make known to the church this 
particular information about the Living Creatures?

Because we are finite creatures and He wants us to 
have some for-knowledge to prepare us for His 

coming judgments.

Revelation 22:6–7 (NKJV)
6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel 
to show His servants the things which must shortly take place. 

7 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of 
the prophecy of this book.”

Why did God make known to the church this 
particular information about the Living Creatures?

Because we are finite creatures and He wants us to 
have some for-knowledge to prepare us for His 

coming judgments.

Revelation 22:6–7 (NKJV)
6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel 
to show His servants the things which must shortly take place. 

7 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of 
the prophecy of this book.”

mmm

The celestial bodies called stars were not created until the fourth day of the recreation

Genesis 1:16–19 (NKJV)
16 Then God made two great lights: the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 

light to rule the night. He made the stars 
also. 
17 God set them in the firmament of the 
heavens to give light on the earth, 
18 and to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to divide the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19 So the evening and the morning were the 
fourth day.

In chapter 6 when Jesus opens the first of four seal judgments, the four Living Creatures  will begin to administer them

12.19.21

1 category of its 
angelic occupants 
were referred to 
as the

We studied the prophet Daniel in moderate detail: 

starting at the beginning of Israel's captivity, with four sons of Judah Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah having been chosen to serve before king Nebuchadnezzar.

Then we looked at Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the Great Image who's splendor was 
excellent, which was an image of the Kingdom of Men.

Then we saw how Daniels visions overlapped Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the great 
image; and how the Four Beasts of Daniel's vision came up out of the sea having been 
influenced and promoted by the Four Winds Of Heaven stirring up the Great Sea

And finally we saw how The Little Horn, otherwise known as the Antichrist, came up 
among the 10 horns of the fourth beast (the Roman empire) which was “dreadful and 
terrible”

It is at this point of the First Seal being opened that The Little Horn makes his 
appearance on the stage of human history in the book of Revelation: this is where the 
Antichrist initiates the tribulation, when he signs a covenant with the children of Israel

The first seal was opened:

This is seen in the following seal judgments

the fullness of the Holy Spirit in His ministry of revelation and illumination
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