Sunday, December 19, 2021

But Have Now Returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of Your Souls

Psalm 115:8 (NKJV)
8 Those who make them are like them; So is everyone who trusts in them.

Zechariah 12:8 (NKIJV)
8 In that day the Lord will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; the one who is feeble among them in that day shall be like David,
and the house of David shall be like God, like the Angel of the Lord before them.

Judges 5:1 (NKJV)

eborah and Barak the son of Abinoam sang on that day, saying:
D Judges 5:11 (NKJV)

11 Far from the noise of the archers, among the watering places, There they shall recount the righteous acts of the
Lord, The righteous acts for His villagers in Israel; Then the people of the Lord shall go down to the gates.

righteous acts: an action that embodies an adherence to moral principles and the will of God. God conforms to His
standards.

ephthah

Judges 10:10-18 (NKIV)
1© And the children of Israel cried out to the Lord, saying, “We have sinned against You, because we have both forsaken our God
and served the Baals!”
m So the Lord said to the children of Israel, “Did I not deliver you from the Egyptians and from the Amorites and from the people
of Ammon and from the Philistines?
1z Also the Sidonians and Amalekites and Maonites oppressed you; and you cried out to Me, and I delivered you from their hand.
13 Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods. Therefore I will deliver you no more.
14 Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen; let them deliver you in your time of distress.”
15 And the children of Israel said to the Lord, “We have sinned! Do to us whatever seems best to You; only deliver us this day, we

pray.”

16 So they put away the foreign gods from among them and served the Lord. And His soul could
no longer endure the misery of Israel.

17 Then the people of Ammon gathered together and encamped in Gilead. And the children of Israel assembled together and
encamped in Mizpah.

18 And the people, the leaders of Gilead, said to one another, “Who is the man who will begin the fight against the people of
Ammon? He shall be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

Judges 3:12-13 (NKJV)

12 And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord. So the Lord strengthened Eglon king of Moab against Israel,
because they had done evil in the sight of the Lord.

13 Then he gathered to himself the people of Ammon and Amalek, went and defeated Israel, and took possession of the City of
Palms.

Numbers 26:28-29 (NKJV)

28 "The sons of Joseph according to their families, by Manassch and Ephraim, were:

29 The sons of Manasseh: of Machir, the family of the Machirites; and Machir begot Gilead; of Gilead, the family of
the Gileadites.

Judges 11:29-33 (NKIJV)

29 Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and Manassch, and passed through
Mizpah of Gilead; and from Mizpah of Gilead he advanced toward the people of Ammon. 30 And Jephthah made a vow to the
Lord, and said, “If You will indeed deliver the people of Ammon into my hands, 31 then it will be that whatever comes out of the
doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the people of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord’s, and I will offer it up
asaburnt offering.” 32 So Jephthah advanced toward the people of Ammon to fight against them, and the Lord delivered them
into his hands. 33 And he defeated them from Aroer as far as Minnith—twenty cities—and to Abel Keramim, with a very great
slaughter. Thus the people of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel.
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Exodus 14:26-30 (NKJV)

26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the waters may come back upon the
Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their horsemen.”

27 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning appeared, the sea returned to its full depth,
while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.

28 Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea
after them. Not so much as one of them remained.

29 But the children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their
right hand and on their left.

30 So the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead

on the scashore.
Numbers 21:21-32, Judges 3:15-30
Here's a lesson from God Himself; remember what He has done in faithfulness to His people.
Psalm 119:27 (NKJV)
27 Make me understand the way of Your precepts; So shall I meditate on Your wonderful works.

Psalm 145:4-6 (NKJV)

4 One generation shall praise Your works to another, And shall declare Your mighty acts.

5 Iwill meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, And on Your wondrous works.

6 Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts, And I will declare Your greatness.

‘Wondrous works are miraculous works which God had performed for their deliverance in times past. God at
that time had recently performed miraculous deliverances for Israel

1 So the Lord said to the children of Israel, “Did I not deliver you from the Egyptians and from the Amorites and from
the people of Ammon and from the Philistines?

1 Also the Sidonians and Amalekites and Maonites oppressed you; and you cried out to Me, and I delivered you from
their hand.

30 And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord, and said, “If You will indeed deliver the people of Ammon
into my hands, 31 then it will be that whatever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me, when I
return in peace from the people of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord’s, and I will offer it up as a burnt

offering.
"This is a rash vow, not inspired by God but rather, inspired by the idolatry of the nations who dwelt
among the Israelites, who worshiped gods with child sacrifices. God hates such abominations.

Romans 11:19-22 (NKJV)
19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in.”
20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear.
21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either.
22 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you
continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.
Ephesians 6:10-19 (NKJV)
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.
11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand.
14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance
and supplication for all the saints—
19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery
of the gospel,
In doing all these things we are taking responsibility for being children of God/sheep of His pasture
Psalm 100:1-5 (NKJV)
1 Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! 2 Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before His presence with
singing.
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3 Know that the Lord, He is God; Itis He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of

His pasture. 4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless
His name. 5 For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.

Hebrews 11:30-40 (NKJV)

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did
not believe, when she had received the spies with peace. 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and
Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong,
became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not
accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and

goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and
caves of the earth. 39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 40 God having provided
something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.

Hebrews 12:1-5 (NKJV)

1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured
such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 4 You have not yet resisted to bloodshed,
striving against sin. 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord,
Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;

Ezekiel 37:23-28 (NKIV)

23 They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I
will deliver them from all their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them. Then they shall be My people, and I will be their
God. 24 “David My servant shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd; they shall also walk in My judgments and
observe My statutes, and do them. 25 Then they shall dwell in the land that I have given to Jacob My servant, where your fathers dwelt; and they
shall dwell there, they, their children, and their children’s children, forever; and My servant David shall be their prince forever. 26 Moreover I will
make a covenant of peace with them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; I will establish them and multiply them, and I will set My
sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27 My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 28 The
nations also will know that I, the Lord, sanctify Isracl, when My sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.”"”

John 10:16 (NKJV)

16 And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one
shepherd.

John 11:49-52 (NKJV)

49 And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all, 50 nor do you consider that it is expedient for
us that one man should die for the people, and not that the whole nation should perish.” 51 Now this he did not say on his own authority; but
being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather
together in one the children of God who were scattered abroad.

Ephesians 2:13-18 (NKJV)

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far oft have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our peace, who has
made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of
commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and that He might
reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17 And He came and preached peace to you who
were afar off and to those who were near. 18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.
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Joshua 1:2-9 (NKJV)

2 “Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them—the
children of Israel.

3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.
"The potential for receiving the inheritance was there waiting for their faith to act

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward
the going down of the sun, shall be your territory.

5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor
forsake you.

6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.
7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not
turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.

8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all
that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage: do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.”

courage: - to be courageous - to be able to face and deal with danger or fear without flinching.

Be strong; - to be or become strong or powerful beyond the average or expected; whether physically or in one’s
constitution (3: the physical health and condition of a person or animal i.c.He has a robust/weak/tough constitution.)

do not be afraid:
nor be dismayed:

ong of Hannah 1 Samuel 2:10 (NKJV)10 The adversaries of the Lord shall be brokemnf pieces; From heaven He will thunder against
them. The Lord will judge the ends of the earth. “He will give strength to His king, And exalt the horn of His anointed.”

Don't give in to the fear

Sennacherib king of Assyria’s threat
2 Kings 19:10-13 (NKJV)

10 “T'hus you shall speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying: ‘Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you, saying, “Jerusalem shall
not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.” 11 Look! You have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by utterly
destroying them; and shall you be delivered? 12 Have the gods of the nations delivered those whom my fathers have destroyed, Gozan
and Haran and Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in Telassar? 13 Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, and the king
of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?”
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An excerpt from God’s answer to prayer via Isaiah:2 Kings 19:26 (NKJV)
2 Kings 19:23-28 (NKJV)

23 By your messengers you have reproached the Lord, And said: “By the multitude of my chariots I have come up to the height of the
mountains, To the limits of Lebanon; I will cut down its tall cedars And its choice cypress trees; I will enter the extremity of its borders,
To its fruitful forest. 24 I have dug and drunk strange water, And with the soles of my feet I have dried up All the brooks of defense.” 25
‘Did you not hear long ago How I made it, IFrom ancient times that I formed it? Now I have brought it to pass, That you should be For
crushing fortified cities into heaps of ruins. 26 Therefore their inhabitants had little power; They were dismayed and confounded; They
were as the grass of the field And the green herb, As the grass on the housetops And grain blighted before it is grown. 27 “‘But I know
your dwelling place, Your going out and your coming in, And your rage against Me. 28 Because your rage against Me and your tumult
Have come up to My ears, Therefore I will put My hook in your nose And My bridle in your lips, And I will turn you back By the way
which you came.

Deuteronomy 31:3-5 (NKJV)

3 The Lord your God Himself crosses over before you; He will dCStrOy these nations from before you, and you shall dispossess them.
Joshua himself crosses over before you, just as the Lord has said. 4 And the Lord will do to them as He did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the
Amorites and their land, when He destroyed them. 5 The Lord will give them over to you, that you may do to them according to every
commandment which I have commanded you.

Numbers 21:21-35. Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites

Deuteronomy 1:21 (NKJV)
21 Look, the Lord your God has set the land before you; go up and possess it, as the Lord God of your fathers has spoken to you;

do not fear or be discouraged.’

Deuteronomy 20:1-4 (NKJV)

1 “When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses and chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be
afraid of them; for the Lord your God is with you, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.

2 So it shall be, when you are on the verge of battle, that the priest shall approach and speak to the people.

3 And he shall say to them, ‘Hear, O Israel: Today you are on the verge of battle with your enemies. Do not let your heart
faint, do not be afraid, and do not tremble or be terrified because of them,;

4 for the Lord your God is He who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.”

1 Samuel 23:15-16 (NKJV)
15 So David saw that Saul had come out to seck his life. And David was in the Wilderness of Ziph in a forest.
16 Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the woods and strengthened his hand in God.

1 Chronicles 28:20 (NKJV)

20 And David said to his son Solomon, “Be strong and of good courage, and do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord
God—my God—will be with you. He will not Ieave you nor forsake you, until you have finished all the work for the service of the
house of the Lord.

2 Chronicles 15:1-9 (NKJV)

1 Now the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded.

2 And he went out to meet Asa, and said to him: “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin. The Lord is with you while you
are with Him. If you seck Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.

3 For along time Israel has been without the true God, without a teaching priest, and without law;

4 butwhen in their trouble they turned to the Lord God of Israel, and sought Him, He was found by them.

5 And in those times there was no peace to the one who went out, nor to the one who came in, but great turmoil was on all the
inhabitants of the lands.

6 So nation was destroyed by nation, and city by city, for God troubled them with every adversity.

7 Butyou, be strong and do not let your hands be weak, for your work shall be rewarded!”

8 And when Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and removed the abominable idols
from all the land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities which he had taken in the mountains of Ephraim; and he restored the
altar of the Lord that was before the vestibule of the Lord.

9 Then he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and those who dwelt with them from Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon, for they
came over to him in great numbers from Israel when they saw that the Lord his God was with him.
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Psalm 138:3-7 (NKJV)

3 In the day when I cried out, You answered me, And made me bold with strength in my soul.

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O Lord, When they hear the words of Your mouth.

5 Yes, they shall sing of the ways of the Lord, For great is the glory of the Lord.

6 Though the Lord is on high, Yet He regards the lowly; But the proud He knows from afar.

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch out Your hand Against the wrath of my enemies,
And Your right hand will save me.

bold: have confidence and firmness of purpose in the face of danger or testing—to be courageous, to have courage, to be bold.”
0a.pQodvTeg OVV ThvToTE ‘therefore always being full of courage’ 2 Cor 5:6; 5 #aTA TEOCHTOV PEV TATEWVOG £V VLV, ATV
0¢ 0apo® eig vuds T who am meek when face to face with you, but full of courage when away’ 2 Cor 10:1; €v TQ) 60w OIPLY
€yete, aMMA Bapoeite ‘in the world you will have trouble, but have courage’ Jn 16:33

Soul: inner self



