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1 Peter Hope & Joy in 
adversity

Motivation by eternal inheritance:

We must learn to be delivered from the power of sin, and trust in the 
promises of God in times of grief and suffering and testing:

1 Peter 1:1–9 (NASB95)

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 

2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be 

sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure. 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4 to obtain an inheritance? which is 1.imperishable and 2.undefiled and 3.will not fade away, reserved in heaven 
for you, 

5 who are protected by the power of God through Faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

2.10.22

Peters audience are resident aliens in the Diaspora
They are the scattered Jews throughout the Roman Empire

We are identified with His death, burial, and resurrection 
so that we now live in newness of life based on the 
resurrection.

Purpose clause

in phase 2 salvation we’re saved from the power of 
sin. 

This is spiritual life, spiritual growth, and learning 
as Paul says in Romans 8: 

Romans 8:13 (NKJV)
13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if 

by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live.

Phase 2 salvation

1 Peter 1:20 (NKJV)
20 He indeed was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world, 

but was manifest in these last 
times for you

Stage one inheritance 

that speaks of eternal security, 

that also applies to every believer

While the context here is definitely focused on the end goal, while it is definitely oriented toward 
the future glory, definitely oriented toward our future inheritance, and definitely focused on the 
fact that Christ will be revealed in the future, the primary focus is not the end goal.

The focus is on how the end goal impacts how 
we think here and now in our Christian life. 

He is talking about phase two. He is talking about our ongoing spiritual life:
not phase one justification, but 
phase two sanctification. 

Phase 2 salvation 
delivered from the 
power of sin

Context shows us that he's 
talking about present 
deliverance from fiery trials 
vv.7

Kept in reserve for 
every believer

This present church age

Verb, 
present, 
active, 

participle

present — The verb tense where 
the writer portrays an action in 
process or a state of being with 
no assessment of the action’s 
completion.

active — The grammatical voice 
that signifies that the subject is 
performing the verbal action or 
is in the state described by the 
verb

Hope  is present confidence in a 
future reality.

So we are living today in light of 
eternity!

So on the basis of our present confidence to obtain this 
inheritance, we are protected by the power of God 
presently, experientially being delivered from the power 
of sin right now.

deliverance in present circumstances

These were Jewish-background believers who, because of their faith in 
Jesus as the Messiah, were going through hostility, ridicule, and in some 
cases they've likely lost jobs, possibly impacted their business. 

There were a lot of different ways in which they faced these different trials. 

This is the core of why Peter is writing 1st Peter.

James has very similar vocabulary that parallels  1 Peter 6-9 

It was written to encourage, once again, a group of Jewish-background 
believers in terms of enduring and persevering in the midst of difficult, trials 
and tests.

James 1:2–4 (NKJV)

2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 

3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 

4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

Peter was written probably in the early 60s. 

James was written perhaps as early as AD 43 or 44, 
about a decade after the Cross.

Peter is focused on teaching how to face 
any kind of persecution, hostility, 

adversity, and difficult 

on the basis of understanding God’s 
plan and purpose for our spiritual 

lives.

The spiritual growth that takes place during our lifetime is part of our 
progressive or experiential sanctification as we are learning to be 
delivered from the power of sin in our life. 

This is one thing that motivates us as we go through difficult times which 
is specifically what Peter has in mind. These readers are going through 
some hard times. It is difficult for them.

Stage 1 salvation: we are saved from donation and gain eternal life.
Stage 2 salvation: we are saved/delivered from sin during our 

spiritual lives motivated by
Stage 3 salvation: saved from the presence of sin at the rapture or physical 

death, when we obtain our inheritance

So we are motivated by that end goal, to obtain that inheritance

Job 5:7 (NKJV)
7 Yet man is born to trouble, As the sparks fly upward.

The law of physics says heat rises and sparks go up. That is inevitable.

Job is saying trouble in life is inevitable. We cannot get around it. 

We are going to face adversity for several reasons but primarily because we are living in a 
fallen world that is corrupt. 

We are always going to have trouble and difficulty as long as we live in the devil’s world, 
ruled by the devil who is :

Ephesians 2:2 (NKJV)

2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,

2 Corinthians 4:4 (NKJV)

4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.

Job 14:1–2 (NKJV)
1 “Man who is born of woman Is of few days and full of 
trouble. 
2 He comes forth like a flower and fades away; He flees like a shadow 
and does not continue.

But we have great promises of God 
related to this concept of trouble that 
affects everyone of us. 

trouble is just a generic term in Job for facing difficulty, heartache, 
trouble, adversity, and disappointment.

Psalm 9:9–10 (NKJV)
9 The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, A refuge in times of trouble. 
10 And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; For You, Lord, have not forsaken 
those who seek You.

As we read through the Bible we see that David faced adversity his 
entire life: 
1. From the Lions after his flock, and 
2. taking lunch to his brothers that resulted and his fight with Goliath, 
3. then coming to the attention of Saul he is persecuted Saul, is seeking his 

life, 
4. On more than one occasion he seeks refuge with the Philistines, where 

he feigned madness in order to escape with his life, 
5. there were conspiracies against him to overthrow his kingdom by his 

son Absalom, 

over and over again he faced adversity, some of the adversity and trials 
were self induced; but he always turned to the Lord completely to sustain 
him

Psalm 31:7 (NKJV)

7 I will be glad and rejoice in Your mercy, For You have considered my 
trouble; You have known my soul in adversities,

He doesn’t leave us just to deal with the 
trouble or adversity on our own, but we 
take refuge in Him.

Suggested memory 
verses on the 
promises of God

Psalm of David

This is a great comfort for us because it points out that 
God pays attention to what we are going through. 

He is not oblivious to our difficulty

The focal point of the gospel is believing that Jesus is who He 
claims to be:

John 11:1–45 (NKJV)

1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2 It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother 

Lazarus was sick. 

3 Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.” 

4 When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 

6 So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was. 
7 Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 
8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You going there again?” 
9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, 
because he sees the light of this world. 
10 But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 

11 These things He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I 
may wake him up.” 
12 Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.” 

13 However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep. 

14 Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 

15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, that you 
may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him.” 

16 Then Thomas, who is called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 
Him.” 

17 So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days. 
18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 
19 And many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their 
brother. 

20 Now Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary was sitting in the 
house. 

21 Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 
22 But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall 
live. 

26 And whoever lives and believes in 
Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 
27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, 
the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 
28 And when she had said these things, she went her way and secretly called Mary her sister, saying, “The 
Teacher has come and is calling for you.” 
29 As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly and came to Him. 

30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the town, but was in the place where Martha met 
Him. 
31 Then the Jews who were with her in the house, and comforting her, when they saw that Mary rose up 
quickly and went out, followed her, saying, “She is going to the tomb to weep there.” 

32 Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if 
You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit 
and was troubled. 
34 And He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” 

35 Jesus wept. 
36 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” 
37 And some of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this man 
from dying?” 

38 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone lay against it. 

39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by this 
time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.” 

40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would 
believe you would see the glory of God?” 
41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes 
and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. 
42 And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by I said this, that they 
may believe that You sent Me.” 

43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” 
44 And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.”

45 Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him.

And because of that, we take great comfort in the promises 
of scripture to deliver us in adversity

The gospel of John is all about justification salvation

  Very common for people to look at this verse and say 
“Jesus wept for the death of His friend, Lazarus”
This was the assumption of the Jews of the time

It's evident by the context in this chapter of John that Jesus had a 
plan. 

The plan was for Lazarus to die and be buried and go into the grave 
so that Jesus could demonstrate His power over death by raising 
Lazarus from the dead, and that through this miracle people would 

believe in Him.

So He is not weeping over grief for Lazarus. He is weeping because 

He looks at the crowd and they are distraught 
in grief over DEATH and He has compassion 

for them because God never intended us to go through death.

We have been living in an abnormal world ever since Adam bit into 
the fruit. When he ate that fruit we went from a perfect Creation to a 
corrupt creation and everything we experience is not what God ever 
wanted for us to experience.

But because God knew that man was going to fail He provided the 
solution in Jesus Christ.

So grief is a marker that something is wrong. If you have ever 
experienced the death of someone close to you, or if you’ve ever 
experienced the death of a pet there is something in you that 
says, “This isn’t right. There is something wrong about 
this.”

And that is exactly right; that is why God puts that death there. 

It grabs our attention because it is the result of living in a corrupt 
world. It is a big red flag that something is not right and something 
needs to be fixed. 

And through the gospel we see that the only way it can be fixed is to 

believe in Christ as Savior.

The Jews present around Mary and Martha at the death 
of Lazarus did not have the context of scripture yet

These passages emphasize the great compassion 
of God for us in the midst of hardship, in the 
midst of difficulty, and in the midst of adversity.

Psalm 37:39 (NKJV)

39 But the salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their strength in the time of trouble.

Suggested memory 
verses on the 
promises of God

David is not talking about eternal 
justification, he is talking about 
present time, phase two deliverance 
from some sort of crisis or adversity

mmm

The point throughout all of these passages is that we can have peace and joy in the 
midst of adversity, as we are focused on our eternal inheritance
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