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The Jews were obsessed with this idea of washing/cleansing:

Nicodemus
Born of Water, 

Cleansing

Ongoing cleansing to enter the tabernacle or into the presence of the 
Lord:

Exodus 40:7–8 (NKJV)

7 And you shall set the laver between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar, and put water in it. 
8 You shall set up the court all around, and hang up the screen at the court gate.

Exodus 40:11–12 (NKJV)

11 And you shall anoint the laver and its base, and consecrate it. 

12 “Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the tabernacle of meeting and wash them with water.

Exodus 40:30–33 (NKJV)

30 He set the laver between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar, and put water there for washing; 

31 and Moses, Aaron, and his sons would wash their hands and their feet with water from it. 

32 Whenever they went into the tabernacle of meeting, and when they came near the altar, they washed, as the Lord had 
commanded Moses. 
33 And he raised up the court all around the tabernacle and the altar, and hung up the screen of the court gate. So Moses 
finished the work.

Cleansing with water was commanded by God as part of the rituals:

Numbers 19:1–22 (NKJV)

1 Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 
2 “This is the ordinance of the law which the Lord has commanded, saying: ‘Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring 
you a red heifer without blemish, in which there is no defect and on which a yoke has never come. 

3 You shall give it to Eleazar the priest, that he may take it outside the camp, and it shall be slaughtered before him; 

4 and Eleazar the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, and sprinkle some of its blood seven times directly in 
front of the tabernacle of meeting. 
5 Then the heifer shall be burned in his sight: its hide, its flesh, its blood, and its offal shall be burned. 
6 And the priest shall take cedar wood and hyssop and scarlet, and cast them into the midst of the fire burning the heifer. 

7 Then the priest shall wash his clothes, he shall bathe in water, and afterward he shall come into the camp; the 
priest shall be unclean until evening. 

8 And the one who burns it shall wash his clothes in water, bathe in water, and shall be unclean until evening. 
9 Then a man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and store them outside the camp in a clean place; and 

they shall be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel for the water of purification; it is for purifying 
from sin. 

10 And the one who gathers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until evening. It shall be a 
statute forever to the children of Israel and to the stranger who dwells among them. 
11 ‘He who touches the dead body of anyone shall be unclean seven days. 

12 He shall purify himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh day; then he will be clean. But if he 

does not purify himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not be clean. 

13 Whoever touches the body of anyone who has died, and does not purify himself, defiles the tabernacle of the Lord. 

That person shall be cut off from Israel. He shall be unclean, because the water of purification was not 
sprinkled on him; his uncleanness is still on him. 
14 ‘This is the law when a man dies in a tent: All who come into the tent and all who are in the tent shall be unclean seven 
days; 
15 and every open vessel, which has no cover fastened on it, is unclean. 
16 Whoever in the open field touches one who is slain by a sword or who has died, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be 
unclean seven days. 

17 ‘And for an unclean person they shall take some of the ashes of the heifer burnt for purification from sin, and 

running water shall be put on them in a vessel. 

18 A clean person shall take hyssop and dip it in the water, sprinkle it on the tent, on all the vessels, on the persons who 
were there, or on the one who touched a bone, the slain, the dead, or a grave. 

19 The clean person shall sprinkle the unclean on the third day and on the seventh day; and on the seventh day he 

shall purify himself, wash his clothes, and bathe in water; and at evening he shall be clean. 

20 ‘But the man who is unclean and does not purify himself, that person shall be cut off from among the assembly, 

because he has defiled the sanctuary of the Lord. The water of purification has not been sprinkled on him; 
he is unclean. 

21 It shall be a perpetual statute for them. He who sprinkles the water of purification shall wash his 
clothes; and he who touches the water of purification shall be unclean until evening. 
22 Whatever the unclean person touches shall be unclean; and the person who touches it shall be unclean until evening.’ ”

As is the nature of man, the Jews turned their rituals of service that God 
designed to show them their need of the Messiah; into self righteous 
religion based on works:

Ongoing cleansing in the New Testament:

Human viewpoint religious service:

Isaiah 29:13 (NKJV)
13 Therefore the Lord said: “Inasmuch as these people draw near with their mouths And honor Me with their lips, But have 

removed their hearts far from Me, And their fear toward Me is taught 

by the commandment of men,

Matthew 15:1–3 (NKJV)
1 Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, 

2 “Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash 

their hands when they eat bread.” 

3 He answered and said to them, “Why do you also transgress the commandment of 
God because of your tradition?

Mark 7:5–8 (NKJV)

5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, “Why do Your disciples not 
walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 

bread with unwashed hands?” 
6 He answered and said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This people honors Me with 
their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 

7 And in vain they worship Me, 
Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 

8 For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition 
of men—the washing of pitchers and cups, and many other such 
things you do.”

Cleansing through both bathed and washing:

John 13:1–17 (NKJV)

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this world 
to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 
2 And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, 

3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to 
God, 
4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. 

5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, 

and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. 

6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?” 

7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know 
after this.” 

8 Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part 
with Me.” 

9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!” 

10 Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but 
not all of you.” 

11 For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, “You are not all clean.” 

12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I 
have done to you? 

13 You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 
14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.

15 For I have given you an example, that you 
should do as I have done to you.
16 Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 
17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

Jesus removes the self-righteous human religious props from under 
Nicodemus’s feet. 

Is my righteousness sufficient to get me into heaven?

John 2:23–25 (NKJV)

23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name when they saw the signs 
which He did. 

24 But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew all men, 

25 and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man.

John 3:1–20 (NKJV)

1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for 
no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 

Jesus knowing what is in the heart of all men, immediately begins to answer the 
question that was in the heart of Nicodemus; before he even asked it:

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” 

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb 

and be born?” 

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So 

is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?” 

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these 
things? 
11 Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our 
witness. 
12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. 

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. 
17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.
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Leviticus 17:15–16 (NKJV)
15 “And every person who eats what died naturally or what was torn by beasts, whether he is a native of your own country 
or a stranger, he shall both wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening. Then he shall be clean. 
16 But if he does not wash them or bathe his body, then he shall bear his guilt.”

Cleansing By Water

God instructs Moses the precise arrangement of the furnishings of the  
court for ritual use in order to enter the tabernacle

Jude 3 (NKJV)
3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our 
common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to 

contend earnestly for the faith 

which was once for all delivered to the saints.

human viewpoint religious service

human viewpoint religious service

Scripture teaches that we should “contend for the faith,” that we should know 
doctrine and be able to identify false doctrine.

Episcopal, Anglican, Catholicism, Baptist, Pentecostal, Presbyterian, Lutheran, 
Assembly Of God, Church of God, Calvary Chapel, and on and on and on. 

Nicodemus is beginning to question, he's concerned he 
might be missing something, maybe his righteousness 
isn't adequate to gain eternal life; this is why he goes to 
Jesus by night.

Darkness and light 
are used in the 
Scriptures to refer 
metaphorically to 
sin and evil

Why did John write this gospel?

John 20:30–31 (NKJV)

30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not 
written in this book; 

31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing you may have life in His name.

John writes to show that Jesus is the promised Messiah of the Old Testament, and he presents 
overwhelming evidence for this claim, so much so that the Jews had no excuse for rejecting 
Christ. 

So once again the Jews were rightly judged by God and scattered among the nations. 

The real issue is not a lack of revelation (God has given us and abundance of that) but the real 
issue is individual volition. 

It is not that people do not know the truth. It is not that they do not have enough evidence, it is 
that they do not want to believe the truth.

John 3:19–20 (NKJV)

19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed.

Nicodemus up to this point has been concerned about following the Mosaic Law 
in order to somehow substantiate or to gain righteousness, 

so that he could have a standing before God. 

He evidently had always thought that somehow he was going to do enough to 
impress God to save him.

But clearly he began to question this approach

Nicodemus is a Greek name which in its root form means a ruler of the people. 

So he is born into Jewish aristocracy, he has been trained from childhood in the Scriptures, and 
we know that he is a Pharisee, a religious conservative, incredibly moral, consistently righteous 
and does everything he can to dot every i and cross every t when it comes to obedience to the 
Mosaic Law. 

So if anyone could have the right to say to God, You ought to let me into heaven because I'm 
living the right kind of life, it would be Nicodemus. 

Yet Nicodemus was honest enough with himself to know that at his very best, he is not sure that 
he is really good enough. 

That is why Jesus said: 

the righteousness that God demands is absolute perfection. 

Matthew 5:20 (NKJV)
20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

When man was originally created in the garden he had body, soul and spirit. 

But when Adam sinned he died spiritually, he no longer had the human spirit. 

The human spirit is that immaterial part of man which gives him the capacity: 

to have a relationship with God, 
to understand spiritual truth, and 
to have eternal life.

Holy Spirit

Idiom

Ezekiel 36:25–27 (NKJV)

25 Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from 
all your filthiness and from all your idols. 

26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your 

flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 

27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments 
and do them.

The New 
Covenant 
Promise

Water for purification of the Jews.       Cleansing from sin 

A major issues for the Jews religious service to God was cleansing. 

They knew they couldn't have a relationship with God unless they were 

cleansed, and they knew from the Mosaic law that almost anything 
they did defiled them spiritually. 

So they were obsessed with cleansing and washing. They knew that they 

had to be washed by water, so every time you come to water in 

John, it has to do with this idea of cleansing. 

That is the imagery, that is the metaphor of water. And we just saw that 
in The New Covenant Promise of Ezekiel 36:25-27 

John 2:6–7 (NKJV)

6 Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to 
the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty 
or thirty gallons apiece. 
7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the 
brim.

The Wedding Feast at Cana

This is a metaphor for the cleansing of 
sin. Sin will no longer be an issue.

So when Jesus answered Nicodemus, He said:

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

whatever Jesus was saying to Nicodemus had to be understandable to Nicodemus 
from an Old Testament perspective

John 3:10 (NKJV)
10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?

Titus 3:4–5 (NKJV)
4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 
5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His 

mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Spirit,

4098 παλιγγενεσία (palingenesia), 
ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 3824; TDNT 
1.686—1. LN 41.53 rebirth

human spirit

Holy Spirit

If I the Lord of the universe forgive your sins, as you commit them 
throughout your spiritual walk, 

then you as my representatives need to have a mindset of forgiveness for 
one another,' 

and by extension and application that goes for every believer throughout 
the church age.

After the day of Pentecost, after the church is born

John 14:26 (NKJV)

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He 
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I 
said to you.

3538 μέρος (meros), ους (ous), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ Str 

3313; TDNT 4.594—1. LN 63.14 part, in 
contrast to the whole

Are legal term related to inheritance

3782 νίπτω (niptō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 8175; Str 3538; 

TDNT 4.946—1. LN 47.9 wash, clean face, 
hand, or body by bathing or “sponge bath”

for cleansing

3374 λούω (louō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 8175; Str 3068; 

TDNT 4.295—LN 47.12 wash, by bathing 

perfect — The verb tense used by the writer to 
describe a completed verbal action that occurred in 
the past but which produced a state of being or a 
result that exists in the present (in relation to the 
writer). The emphasis of the perfect is not the past 
action so much as it is as such but the present 
“state of affairs” resulting from the past action.

perfect tense

Phase 1 
positional 
justification

They were 
believers

They were 
saved

Phase 2 
sanctification 
throughout 
the Christian 
walk,

Ongoing 
cleansing

Judas Iscariot

human spirit

It doesn't make any sense to say:
Unless you are first physically born

That which is born of a carnal, 
or natural man, is a carnal 
man

The whole point that Jesus is making to Nicodemus is that if you want to enter the Kingdom of God 
something spiritual has to take place: 

The water cleansing doctrine, from the old testament that you're so familiar with Nicodemus, was all 
pointing to a spiritual cleansing that I, Jesus Christ, will provide on the cross when you believe in Me.

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life. 
17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be 
saved. 
18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he 
has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

pointing to His crucifixion

Men loved 
human religion 
rather than light.

Nicodemus was 
very religious

Jesus boils it down 
to one simple point, 
that if you will 
believe that he 
paid the price on 
the cross for your 
guilt, you will have 
it eternal life
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