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Many Christians including educated theologians approach Scripture without any 
confidence that a great deal of God’s communication to man can be 
understood; so when you say with confidence the Bible says “such and such,” and 
even if you thoroughly demonstrate through context all the necessary points that 
establish a doctrine: they often times still refuse to believe, because they have been 
so indoctrinated with human viewpoint religious opinion, they have very little faith 
in the Bible.

Man's religion has been so ingrained into their thinking, that as a result very little 
Bible doctrine has been applied to cleanse but a small portion of a lifetime’s 
collection of human religious opinion, so what are they left with, but to teach for 
doctrine the commandments of men.
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Scripture urges us to contend for the faith, to stand up for truth:

LIVING WATER or 
Smorgasbord 

John 8:12 (NKJV)

12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. 

He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”

Hebrews 1:13–14 (NKJV)
13 But to which of the angels has He ever said: “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool”? 

14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?

Hebrews 2:1–4 (NKJV)

1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift 
away. 

2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just reward, 

3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by 

the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 
4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to 
His own will?

Throughout scripture we are commanded to esteem doctrine/truth very 
highly:

Philippians 1:27–30 (NKJV)

27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come 

and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, 

with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, 

28 and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, 
and that from God. 

29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of 
Christ, 

not only to believe in Him, 
but also to suffer for His sake, 

30 having the same conflict which you saw in 
me and now hear is in me.

Jesus teaches that we should speak up, that we should make a stand for 
truth:

Matthew 10:5–8 (NKJV)
5 These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: “Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a 
city of the Samaritans. 
6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 

Matthew 10:14–18 (NKJV)
14 And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city, shake off the 
dust from your feet. 
15 Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for 
that city! 
16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. 

17 But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues. 

18 You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 

Matthew 10:26—40 (NKJV)

26 Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be 
known. 

27 “Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, 

preach on the housetops. 
28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell. 
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will. 
30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

31 Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.

32 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My 

Father who is in heaven. 

33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. 

34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but 
a sword. 

35 For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law’; 
36 and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’ 

37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or 

daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 

39 He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it. 

The apostles and many other Jews were saved in the Old Testament sense 
of the word:

For the first justified believers in Jesus, they would not receive the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit until the day of Pentecost:

John 7:37–39 (NKJV)
37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 
drink. 

38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow 

rivers of living water.” 

39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him 
would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified.

John 1:47–50 (NKJV)
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!” 
48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, when you 
were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 
49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 
greater things than these.”

John 2:11 (NKJV)

11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples 
believed in Him.

John 13:10 (NKJV)

10 Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; 

and you are clean, but not all of you.”

He speaks up defending the faith of the gospel:

Galatians 2:11–21 (NKJV)

11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he 
was to be blamed; 

12 for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and 
separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. 

13 And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that 
even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy. 

14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before 

them all, “If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as 
Jews? 
15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, 
16 knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ 
Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall 
be justified. 
17 “But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? 
Certainly not! 
18 For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. 
19 For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God. 
20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
21 I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.”

Paul strongly corrects Peter four teaching bad doctrine:

It's never healthy to bash or belittle individuals or denominations, 
however it is for our spiritual health and spiritual well-being that 
we are aware of, and able to identify doctrines that are of this 
world; and recognize that the source of that doctrine is in 
opposition to God; and that it is in opposition to divine truth.

And we are to make a stand for truth, we are to speak up

3.3.22

this world offers to the believer’s sin nature an attractive and 
delightful religious smorgasbord of belief entrées, on the one hand 
(denominations), and entertaining appetizers on the other hand (digital media),  
from which many believers may partake to the full.

Everyone having free will, they consume from their selections on their 
plate, it becomes part of their beliefs system

But there are a few Christians who because of thirst to know God and to 

please God, have found LIVING WATER, not placed there by 
the host of said smorgasbord, 

but by God, through THE BREAD OF LIFE, and the Holy Spirit
The god of this world

mmm

This is not an emotive command,
He doesn't say have a good feeling of agreement loving 

one another.

spirit in context is referencing our immaterial part, where 
our mental attitudes and knowledge reside

How we live in 
relation to verbally 
defending truth

what is believed 

1893 ἔνδειξις 
(endeixis), εως (eōs), 
ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 1732
—LN 28.52 proof, 
demonstration, sign 

39.1 ἀντίκειμαι (antikeimai); 
ἀντιδιατίθεμαι; ἐναντιόομαι: 
to oppose someone, involving not 
only a psychological attitude but 
also a corresponding 
behavior—‘to oppose, to be 
hostile toward, to show hostility

724 ἀπώλεια 
(apōleia), ας (as), ἡ 
(hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 684; 

TDNT 1.396—1. LN 
20.31 destruction, 
ruin

25.263 πτύρομαι: to be 
fearful as the result 
of being intimidated
—‘to be afraid, to be scared, to be 
intimidated.

To be an opposition to the gospel, this is 

not hostility towards you personally, but 
for the gospel of truth that 
we make known

The reason there's hostility 
is because you're speaking 
up, you're making truth 
known

5401 σωτηρία 
(sōtēria), ας (as), ἡ 
(hē): n.fem.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 3802; Str 
4991; TDNT 7.965—1. 
LN 21.18 deliverance 
(Ac 7:25); 2. LN 21.25 
salvation, the state of 
having been saved 
(2Co 7:10; 1Pe 1:9; Mk 
16: Shorter v.r.); 3. LN 
21.26 salvation, the 
process of being 
saved

It means to stand up and 
speak up for truth

Jesus did not say that we should look for a fight 

But that we are to speak up for truth, and the carnally minded are going 
to bristle in opposition

Jesus is stressing the importance of speaking truth, and that in doing so some of your 
closest religious family members will fiercely oppose you;

And that truth is always the priority, we are to love truth about everything else !!!

40 “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives 
Me receives Him who sent Me.

1312 δέχομαι (dechomai): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 4374, 8354; 
Str 1209; TDNT 2.50—1. LN 57.125 receive, or accept an 
object (Ac 22:5; 28:21; Php 4:18); 2. LN 34.53 
welcome, receive as a guest (Mt 10:40)

It is evident by the context 
that the word receive is 
referring to those who have a 
positive response, when they 
are given sound biblical 
doctrine

3933 ὁμολογέω (homologeō): vb.; ≡ Str 3670; TDNT 5.199—1. LN 33.274 
profess, to confess allegiance (Mt 10:32); 2. LN 33.275 admit, confess, 
acknowledge bad behavior (1Jn 1:9+); 3. LN 33.221 declare, make an emphatic 
assertion (Mt 7:23; 14:7; Jn 1:20; Ac 7:17; 24:14; Tit 1:16+)

Of the 24 times this word is found in the 
New Testament, they all mean, to make 
verbal audible communication

This will happen on the day of Pentecost, first to the 12 apostles; 

and then under the authority of the apostle the rest of the Jews first

present, active, 
participle present — The verb tense where the 

writer portrays an action in process or a 
state of being with no assessment of 
the action’s completion.

active — The grammatical voice that 
signifies that the subject is performing 
the verbal action or is in the state 
described by the verb

future tense

For the Jews this meant that they 
had turned back to God, they 
had repented, and had gone 
through the ritual baptism, 
having been immersed in water

religious men 
with bad 
doctrine

The tendency is to 
think of this word in 
terms of Satan, the 
antichrist and the 
lake of fire.

But context defines the 
use of this word as: 
Destruction
Destructive
Waste
Parish

intimidated oppose sign destruction

5254 συναθλέω (synathleō): vb.; ≡ Str 4866; TDNT 1.167—LN 42.50 work with 
someone, implying against an opposition or competitive struggle

Show them your 
credentials

There will be opposition 
from the religious

After having been justified works are necessary.
According to the context of these verses:

Speaking truth in opposition to false doctrine is what’s being encouraged

He's speaking to the one who will make the choice to resist intimidation and speak truth.
We don't always know whether a fellow believer will be receptive if we were to show them that there doctrinal belief is false

It's not a light thing to 
teach, promote or 
overlook false doctor

Truth is the whole reason Christ came.

Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)

14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.

John 14:6 (NKJV)

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV)

23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,

Eternal salvation for the entire human race, it's based on truth

Where in scripture does it say that we should just love our fellow 
Christian and not oppose false doctrine?

That's in direct contradiction to: 

Truth is not subjective, God did not leave it for man to decide what's true or necessary, 
He reveals it through Jesus Christ

Romans 2:2 (NKJV)

2 But we know that the 
judgment of God is 
according to truth against 

those who practice such things.

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.

This word does not mean to revive 
or freshen up !!!

This word means to make a 
complete exchange.

To exchange man's religious way of 
thinking, for a far superior thought 
system that’s approved by God

renewing

Someone said to me the other day:

“What I do is show them what they can have, all the good things God has 
available for them, and not point out False doctrine. That’s what I believe.”

live his life,
continue in

“Walking in the light” describes the progress of the Christian’s spiritual life

That through the course of our spiritual progress, as the truths of scripture reveal human 

viewpoint thinking/ human opinion, and we exchange it for divine truth, Life is 
the result

Walking throughout scripture is a 
description of the course of life of an 
individual either believer or non-believer

Romans 12:2

Is this stage 1. justification?
stage 2. sanctification? or
stage 3. glorification

This describes the potential for every believer—to be a joint heir 
with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our context is teaching that we are working out the consequences 
of our salvation in terms of spiritual growth, so that when we are 
raptured, or face to face with the Lord, we will hear the words: 

“Well done good and faithful servant.”

This vv 14 connects back to the previous verse:

Hebrews 1:4 (NKJV)

4 having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a 
more excellent name than they.

Where the Lord Jesus Christ, because of His spiritual growth, inherited a 
more excellent name than the angels. 

And That If we advance, we also have this inheritance.

Eternal inheritance for all believers: this also is based on truth

In relation to the judgment seat of Christ, where all believers are 
evaluated for their eternal inheritance

Presume; Presumption; Presumptuous; 
Presumptuously [Heb. hiphil of zîḏ—‘act arrogantly or 
rebelliously’ 
Obstinate rebellion is described by the phrase “high hand

Numbers 15:30–31 (NKJV)

30 ‘But the person who does anything presumptuously, whether he is native-born or 
a stranger, that one brings reproach on the Lord, and he shall be cut off from among his 
people. 
31 Because he has despised the word of the Lord, and has broken His commandment, 
that person shall be completely cut off; his guilt shall be upon him.’ ”

30.50 ἀμελέω: to not think about, and thus not respond 
appropriately to—‘to neglect, to disregard, to pay no attention to

Stage 2. salvation

It's easy for Christians to disregard New 
Testament teaching that they esteem not to be as 
important as other teachings that they choose to 

apply
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