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By the enrichment of truth the believer will be motivated:

Scripture is for Present use 
and Future use

Be careful that you do not have a false motivation:

1 Corinthians 1:1–25 (NKJV)
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 
2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in 
every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus, 

5 that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and 

all knowledge, 

6 even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, 

The subject of this entire prayer and is referring to God the Father:

7 so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

8 who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Becoming an Overcomer will have eternal benefit:

The carnally minded Christian may be intrigued by the book of 
Revelation but will never understand it:

Revelation 1:1–11 (NKJV)

1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things 
which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, 
2 who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 
3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for 
the time is near. 

Message is to the church age believer:

4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was 
and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 
5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him 
who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, 

the Almighty.” 

9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 
was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 

11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, 
“What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches 

which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to 
Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”

Chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation are an evaluation of the 7 churches in 
Asia, in short they say: if you're willing to listen, obey and overcome sin 
in your life you will receive reward and inheritance:

Revelation 21:1–8 (NKJV)
1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no 
more sea. 
2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 
4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be 
no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 

5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true 
and faithful.” 
6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of 
the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 

7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My 

son. 

8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have 

their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

4.24.22

Many Bible teachers feel the need to apply some practical application unrelated to the passage at 
hand, so their congregation can have something to use in their daily life.

But that is to suggest that the intended meaning of scripture doesn't have practical application, and it 
only tends to cloud it's actual meaning. 

3364 λόγος (logos), ου (ou), ὁ (ho): 
n.masc.; ≡ DBLHebr 1821; Str 3056; 
TDNT 4.69—1. LN 33.98 statement, 
that which is said, a message, 
that which has been stated or said, with 
primary focus upon the content 
of the communication—‘word, 
saying, message

This passage is 
sometimes 
assumed by 
just a surface 
reading to be 
referring to the 
gift of tongues 
and the gift of 
knowledge 
from the 13th 
chapter

1194 γνῶσις (gnōsis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): 
n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 1981; Str 1108; TDNT 
1.689—1. LN 28.1 acquaintance with, knowledge 
of (Lk 1:77); 2. LN 28.17 knowledge, 
the content of what is known

4457 πλουτίζω (ploutizō): vb.; ≡ Str 4148; 
TDNT 6.318—1. LN 57.29 make rich, cause one 
to be rich (1Co 1:5; 2Co 6:10; 9:11+), for 
another focus, see next; 2. LN 59.59 to cause 
someone to have an abundance of that 
which is of value or worth—‘to make rich 
in, to cause to have an abundance of.

“by means of all the messages and all of the knowledge that they have been given.”

2777 καθώς (kathōs): adv.; ≡ Str 
2531—1. LN 78.53 to the degree 
that (Ac 11:29); 2. LN 89.34 
inasmuch as; a marker of cause or 
reason (Jn 17:2; Ro 1:28); 3. LN 
64.14 just as, even as; in 
accordance with, markers of 
similarity in events and 
states, with the possible 
implication of something 
being in accordance with 
something else—‘just as, in 
comparison to.

the testimony is the doctrine that they were taught relative to 
both the gospel and the spiritual life. 

That information became usable doctrine in their soul and it 
was evident in their life. 

So when we read that phrase “the testimony of Christ,” that is 
a phrase based on the Greek word MARTURION, translated 
testimony, and has to do with a witness or testimony in a 
courtroom. 

These are verbal statements of truth. 

So message and knowledge are comparative

3457 μαρτύριον (martyrion), ου 
(ou), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ DBLHebr 
4595, 6337, 6343; Str 3142; TDNT 
4.474—1. LN 33.262 witness, 
providing direct knowledge about a 
person or event (Lk 21:13); 2. LN 
33.264 testimony, the content of 
what a witness tells

God the Father is going to keep us and preserve us in our salvation. 

This is what we categorize as the doctrine of eternal security and we will be 

confirmed blameless in the end.

This is how Paul begins to address these carnal Corinthians. 

There’s almost no sin you can think of that these Corinthians weren’t caught up in 
after having been justified, and taught sound biblical doctrine. 

And though they were one of the most carnal congregations of the church age (of 
which you and I were once partakers with such a group, however we had not yet 

been taught or understood sound doctrine yet). Yet of them, 
Paul says that God will confirm them 
to the end of their life blameless. 
The basic principle underlying the biblical doctrine of eternal security is the 

faithfulness of God, not our faithfulness. God is faithful. 

Our salvation/ our eternal position as a 
child of God does not depend on who we 

are and what we have done, but on 
what Christ has done for us.

aorist — The aorist verb tense is used by the 
writer to present the action of a verb as a 
“snapshot” event. The verb’s action is portrayed 
simply and in summary fashion without respect 
to any process. In the indicative mood, the 
aorist usually denotes past time, while an 
aorist participle usually refers to antecedent 
time with respect to the main verb.

verb aorist, passive, indicative

At which point we believed 
the gospel, God the father 
brought us into eternal 
fellowship, which is now to 
be the standard for the 
Christian life.

But sometimes a Christian 
goes out of fellowship, 
when they become carnally 
minded and sin

1 John 1:9 (NKJV)
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

What Paul wants the church to understand is that it’s what they have in 
Christ, not what they have in their own ability. 

Paul begins to address the church with a reminder that we have everything 
we need to solve every problem that we will face in the Christian life, and 
the starting point is the grace of God which was given to us in Christ Jesus.

All those things that were written from chapter 4 through 20, they were 
written for the church to make use of.

The church is to gain this knowledge for future use; in much the same way 
as a child goes through many years of education so that it can be applied 
when he becomes an adult.

The eschatological knowledge will equip us for our future position during 
the millennial reign of Christ

And then the next 16 chapters spell out in great detail cataclysmic events 
throughout seven years of great tribulation, and Christ's return at the end 
of that time to set up his kingdom on earth where he will reign for 1000 
years; and finally the thousand year reign of Christ comes to an end and a 
new heaven and earth are created, and the new Jerusalem comes down 
from God out of heaven.

After having revealed all these future things, John returns to the present, 
and addresses the church with teachings that will apply for their present 
use:

Once again John 
address of the seven 
churches in Asia in the 
present:

This is not a salvation message, he's still addressing the justified belief, 
he's still addressing the seven churches in Asia.

John is saying by inspiration of the Holy Spirit that if you do not overcome 
sin in your life; your portion of inheritance will be eternally lost, that's 
how he begins the book, and that's how he ends the message to the 
church

John is clearly addressing the justified believer

Inheritance is the 
motivating theme intended 
to drive the church age 
believer to overcome sin

63.14 μέροςa, (meros) 
ους n: a part in contrast 
with a whole—‘part, aspect, 
feature.’ μοι τὸ ἐπιβάλλον 
μέρος τῆς οὐσίας ‘the part 
of the property that belongs 
to me’ Lk 15:12; τὸ 
δεδοξασμένον ἐν τούτῳ 
τῷ μέρει ‘that which was 
glorious in this aspect’ 2 Cor 
3:10.

mmm

All scripture has one meaning and one meaning only; unless it is used in 
another area of the written word with a different meaning then it's original use, 
but that's God's prerogative not mine or yours or anyone else.

It is not for me to add meaning where context does not clearly teach it 

Our standard for belief is what is written; not 
the good feelings or intuitions or opinions, or 
dreams or visions of men.

No matter how strongly they believe it, no 
matter how sincerely they express it; if it's 
cherry picked and not backed up by context, it's 
wood hay and straw !!!
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