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Solomon’s wisdom:

Proverbs 1, the priority of 
family

He was wiser than all men:

1 Kings 4:29–34 (NKJV)

29 And God gave Solomon WISDOM and exceedingly great UNDERSTANDING, and 

largeness of heart like the sand on the seashore. 
30 Thus Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the men of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt. 

31 For he was wiser than all men—than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; 
and his fame was in all the surrounding nations. 
32 He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and five. 
33 Also he spoke of trees, from the cedar tree of Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; he spoke also of 
animals, of birds, of creeping things, and of fish. 
34 And men of all nations, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom, came to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon.

Family:

If you teach your children the word of God, if you teach them TRUTH it 
will preserve and keep them:

8 My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the law of your mother; 

9 For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, And chains about your neck.

The book of Proverbs has as a major theme (parental instruction):

Proverbs 1:1–9 (NKJV)

1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 

2 To know wisdom and instruction, To perceive the words of understanding, 

3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, Justice, judgment, and equity; 

4 To give prudence to the simple, To the young man knowledge and discretion— 

5 A wise man will hear and increase learning, And a man of understanding will attain 
wise counsel, 

6 To understand a proverb and an enigma, The words of the wise and their riddles. 

7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

8 My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the law of your mother; 

9 For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, And chains about your neck.

Godly parental guidance are a protection for children:

Humility:

1 Kings 3:7–13 (NKJV)

7 Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, but I am a 
little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 

8 And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too 
numerous to be numbered or counted. 

9 Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” 

10 The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 

11 Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for 
yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 

UNDERSTANDING to discern justice, 

12 behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a WISE and 

UNDERSTANDING heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall 

any like you arise after you. 
13 And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone like you 
among the kings all your days.

The fear of God:

5.29.22

God emphasizes a very high priority on Family

We, as church age believers receive wisdom and understanding as we submit to the teachings of scripture

Romans 8:5–6 (NKJV)
5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV)

7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise WISDOM and 
INSTRUCTION.

The starting point for all WISDOM, KNOWLEDGE and 

UNDERSTANDING is the fear of the lord.

It's about humility, it's recognizing God's authority 
over our life, it's submitting to His sovereign teachings

Deuteronomy 6:4–9 (NKJV)
4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 

5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 

with all your strength. 

6 “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 
7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 
8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

God stresses the importance of passing on TRUTH generationally

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 

acceptable and perfect will of God.

3180 κόσμος (kosmos), ου (ou), ὁ (ho): 
n.masc.; ≡ Str 2889; TDNT 3.868—1. LN 1.1 
universe, as an ordered structure (Ac 17:24); 2. 
LN 1.39 earth, the surface of the earth, where 
mankind dwells (Mt 4:8; Mk 16:15 v.r.); 3. LN 
41.38 world system, godless 
world standards

kosmos

By internalizing, by embracing truth and 
making it our own

Proverbs is designed so that a wise man will hear and increase learning. 

We are to listen attentively and respond obediently 
to what the Scripture says. 

In these proverbs God is not giving us options; He is giving us 
mandates. 

Where did Solomon get his wisdom?

Answer: from God

We don't want to deceive ourselves, just because we have advanced technology and 
we can punch a lot of keys, and we have a vast amount of Biblically related 

information at our fingertips 

information is not knowledge, and knowledge is not wisdom; 
though they are related.

information has to have comprehension; their has to be the divine framework 
that interconnects all the bits and pieces of biblical information

Knowledge is a comprehension of the facts, wisdom is 
knowing how, and applying that knowledge

That divine framework begins when we've learned to 
submit to God's authority over us; that means that 

I'm going to obey what scripture tells me to do, 
and the way it tells me to do it. 

In spite of any negative foreseen or unforeseen circumstances that may or may not occur; I'm 
going to just trust God’s word, and do what it says to do.

1 Corinthians 2:12–14 (NKJV)
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 
13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy 

Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 

to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

Just because we've been filled 
with the Holy Spirit, doesn't 
mean that we are walking by 
means of the Spirit

carnally minded 
believer

It is God who gives that critical information that ties all those passages together

A life that is not oriented to God's authority over him, but whose 
life is based on self-sufficiency and arrogance apart from God, 

that life is headed for self-destruction on a path of death

7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and 
instruction. 

Humility is to be taught in the context of family, in the home by the 
faithful believing parents; who have themselves learned to love instruction 
and correction

Psalm 119:43 (NKJV)

43 And take not the word of TRUTH utterly out of my mouth, For I have hoped in Your 

ordinances.

Psalm 119:142 (NKJV)

142 Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your law is TRUTH.

Psalm 119:151 (NKJV)

151 You are near, O Lord, And all Your commandments are TRUTH.

Psalm 119:160 (NKJV)

160 The entirety of Your word is TRUTH, And every one of Your righteous 
judgments endures forever.

Found 23 times in Proverbs Found 26 times in Proverbs Found 14 times in Proverbs

Found 48 times in Proverbs

The first command is to listen with a view to obedience. "Obey the 
instruction of your father" conveys the meaning more precisely. 

This is an idiom that we use in English as well when parents turn to their 

children and say, “LISTEN TO ME”. 

They don't mean just pay attention to what I am saying in terms of letting 
your ear drums be stimulated, as if they were listening to another drum beat, 

but “DO WHAT I AM TELLING YOU TO DO”. 

"Do not forsake," the word Hebrew word natash has the idea of rejecting 
something or casting it away, or abandoning it as if it is worthless. 

So the son is exhorted from the very beginning of proverbs to be obedient. 

This is enforced humility. 

He is commanded to listen to his parents; do what they say; to follow their 
instruction. 

But on the other hand it tells parents that they need to be knowledgeable of 
the truths of scripture, because it is parents' responsibility take that brand 
new baby and to train, discipline and prepare that baby so that when they 
reach adulthood and maturity, they will be well equipped with spiritual 
understanding to live the spiritual life well. 

This is not something that can be delegated to private schools, public 
schools, or unsaved family members; this is the parents' responsibility, under 
the guidance and teaching of scripture. 

And the important thing that we note here is the importance of the role of 
the father. It is a joint task for the spiritually minded parents. 

Father and mother are viewed as a unit here in Proverbs 1 but the 

father is the primary lead; the mother follows the lead of the father. 
This emphasizes the authority and the leadership of the father in the home.

From Genesis 1:1 throw Revelation 22:21 God has 
revealed His World-View of actual reality, to which we 
are to be conformed; 

Every standard held bye a believer for 

right or wrong conduct, should be brought under the 
scrutiny of the question: 

Did I receive that belief from a clear and precise 
teaching of Scripture? 

Literally every category of human endeavor 
whether it's law or politics, ethics, family life, marital 
relationships, raising children; no matter the 
category, 

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

This idea of wearing the wreath or having the chain is related 
to protection, and also a reward for accomplishment.

Proverbs 2:8 (NKJV)
8 He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of His saints.

Proverbs 3:3 (NKJV)

3 Let not mercy and TRUTH forsake you; Bind them around your neck, Write them 

on the tablet of your heart,

Proverbs 4:6 (NKJV)

6 Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love her, and she will keep you.

These terms indicate that of you learn the word and apply it, it preserves and 
protects you from making foolish and bad choices and bad decisions.

If teach your children 
wisdom, wisdom will guards 
and protect them

Scripture emphasizes the significance of truth, a concept that is often 

very subjective in Christian churches, because without a good concept of 

literal interpretation they don't believe in an absolute truth, that all of 

God's word is understandable. 

The Bible sees an absolute eternal truth that is outside of our experience, 
but has been made known to be understood

That divine framework begins when we've learned to 
submit to God's authority over us; that means that 

I'm going to obey what scripture tells me to do, 
and the way it tells me to do it. 

In spite of any negative foreseen or unforeseen circumstances that may or may not occur; I'm 
going to just trust God’s word, and do what it says to do.

1 Corinthians 2:12–14 (NKJV)
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 

that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 

13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which 

the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual words. 

14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 

to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

Just because we've been filled 
with the Holy Spirit, doesn't 
mean that we are walking by 
means of the Spirit

carnally minded 
believer

It is God who gives that critical information that ties all those passages together

The thinking of the 
cosmic system, 
human viewpoint 
thinking

Doctrines/teachings 
of scripture

1 Corinthians 2:13 (NASB95)
13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by 
human wisdom, 

but in those taught by the Spirit, 

combining spiritual thoughts with 

spiritual words.
ideas

2 Timothy 3:16 (NASB95)
16 All Scripture is 
inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for 
training in righteousness;

mmm

1 Kings 4:29 (LEB)
29 God gave 
wisdom to Solomon 
and very great 
discernment, as well 
as breadth of 
understanding, as 
the sand which is 
on the edge of the 
seashore.

discernment

Matthew 10:37 (NKJV)
37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not 
worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more 
than Me is not worthy of Me.

Family is built on this foundation
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