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Authority orientation:

Romans 13

tax debt and SIN debt:

Romans 13:1–14 (NKJV)
1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that 
exist are appointed by God. 
2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on 
themselves. 
3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you 
will have praise from the same. 
4 For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s 
minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 
5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. 

The following two verses teach from being subject to the authority principal, too paying taxes:

6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this very thing. 

7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to 
whom honor. 

Synonymous parallelism:

8 Owe no one anything except to Love one another,

for he who Love another has fulfilled the law. 

9 for the commandments, 1.“You shall not commit ADULTERY,” 2.“You shall not MURDER,” 3.“You shall not STEAL,” 
4.“You shall not bear FALSE WITNESS,” 5.“You shall not COVET,” and if there is any other 

commandment, they are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall 

Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore Love is the fulfillment of the law. 

11 And do this, KNOWING THE TIME, that now it is high time to awake out of 

sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 

What did sleep involve from the previous verse ?

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armor of light. 

13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and 

envy. 
14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

Etymologically the best word to use for Faith is either the verb 

believe or the noun belief

Let's clear up the religious concept of “a head faith as opposed to a heart 
faith” 

The word heart, is never used in the Old Testament or New Testament for 
the physical organ; but typically for the center or core of something:

Synonymous parallelisms where heart and mind are used as synonyms:

Belief is a command that requires a volitional response:

Faith or belief is mental activity triggered by the will; 

Acts 16:31 (NKJV)

31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”

Mark 1:15 (NKJV)

15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

Mark 5:36 (NKJV)
36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not be afraid; only 

believe.”

John 10:38 (NKJV)

38 but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, 
and I in Him.”

John 12:36 (NKJV)

36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” 

These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them.

Proposition examples:

Jesus was born of a virgin!

Matthew 1:23 (NKJV)
23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God 
with us.”

Jesus is both man and God !

John 20:29–31 (NKJV)

29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed.” 

30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in 
this book; 

31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that believing you may have life in His name.

Luke wrote two historical accounts proposing all the facts as they 
occurred. We believe his propositions and are instructed by them:

We appropriate all that God has done for us through Faith:

Faith is not works, it is the channel by which we receive from God:

Ephesians 2:8–10 (NKJV)

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, 
9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them.

2 Timothy 1:9–10 (NKJV)

9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own 
purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 

10 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life 

and immortality to light through the gospel,

Romans 3:20–28 (NKJV)

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for 
by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 

22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 

26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus.

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.

John’s use of the bronze serpent is a clear message of faith independent 
of works/ commitment:

Numbers 21:5–9 (NKJV)
5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses: “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 
For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread.” 
6 So the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died. 
7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you; pray 
to the Lord that He take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

8 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall 
be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.” 

9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when 
he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.

John 3:14–15 (NKJV)

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

There is one verse that suggest something different, but many scholars 
believe that this verse was not in the original manuscript.

There are about 10 English translations that omit this verse altogether 
because it was not found in any of the early manuscripts, it is italicized 
in other English translations; they believed it to be an interpretive error, 
instead of translation.
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What is  faith in relation to justification, 
does it imply commitment?

gar

10 Love does no HARM

Stage 3 deliverance from the presence of sin:
Either at the point of 1.physical death, or 

2.the rapture

sleep is used as a figure of speech for those who are not actively 
engaged in living their spiritual life now/ today. 

They are just going through the motions living in carnality. They 
need to awaken spiritually. 

They need to get back in fellowship the Holy Spirit and to move 
forward because there's no guarantee how much time is left. 

an idiom

In addition to: 
1.being subject to 

government, and 
2.loving one another

They know that they are in the church age, and the 
church age is not an age for the fulfillment of prophecy

mmm

Now concerning the issue of faith and saving 
faith. 

The Gospel of John uses this verb for believe 
98 times in the Greek text. 

And It’s never, not even one time 
qualified by an adverb. 

Never does the Scripture say if you genuinely 
believe, if you truly believe, if you believe with 
a whole heart, if you believe with your heart 
and not your head. 

There’s no qualification in the 98 uses in the 
book of John that adds something to faith to 

separate it from a faith that 
doesn’t save.

Some would make Faith a synonyms with 
commitment, that if you truly have faith you 
will have some level of commitment to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

However though commitment may be a result 
of faith, they are not synonyms!!!

James 2:19 (NKJV)

19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even 
the demons believe—and tremble!

This passage is sometimes used to make an argument for a 

non-saving faith.

However this passage has nothing to do with salvation; 

it's not saying that the Devils had a 
non-saving faith in Jesus Christ,  that they 
had a head knowledge but not a heart knowledge.

That's an argument that some ministers 
put forth in an attempt to establish a 
commitment based Faith in order to 
be justified

John 20:30–31 (NKJV)

30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 

31 but these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing you 
may have life in His name.

Romans 13:13 (NASB95)
13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing 
and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and 
sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.

The concept suggest a necessary emotional response to the gospel, along 
with belief that results in some acceptable level of commitment, if you 
were truly saved.

The word heart in scripture is a synonym for 

thought, thinking, the mind,
And is frequently the core thinking part of the soul

Psalm 15:2 (NKJV)

2 He who walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart;
Psalm 49:3 (NKJV)

3 My mouth shall speak wisdom, And the meditation of my heart shall give understanding.
Acts 8:22 (NKJV)

22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be 
forgiven you.
Acts 5:4 (NKJV)
4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you 

conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.”

Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV)
12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 

division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 

of the heart.

Emotions don't 
speak, the language 
that is in your brain 
speaks!

A thought word

thought process

Psalm 73:21 (NKJV)

21 Thus my heart was grieved, And I was vexed in my mind.

1 Samuel 2:35 (NKJV)

35 Then I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who shall do according to what is in My heart and 

in My mind. 
Jeremiah 17:10 (NKJV)

10 I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give every man according to his 

ways, According to the fruit of his doings.

Psalm 7:9 (NKJV)
9 Oh, let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end, But establish the just; For the righteous God 

tests the hearts and minds.

Revelation 2:23 (NKJV)
23 I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the 

minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.

Synonyms

Synonyms

The first phrase is 
parallel to the second 
phrase

It was common 
practice in Hebrew 
to emphasize a point 
by using synonyms

Two synonyms are used next to each other to 
reinforce, and to bring greater emphasis to the 
fact that all believers Will be evaluated

Synonyms
Synonyms

Emotion does not respond 
to a command

verb, imperative

verb, imperative

verb, imperative

verb, imperative

verb, imperative

Faith is always directed toward an object which can be expressed in a proposition.
 
A proposition is the verbal expression of a thought which can be verified or falsified.
 

Therefore faith is not a function of emotion but of reason. 

we believe with our mind only

FAITH IS THE CONCLUSION OF REASON
It is believing the propositions of scripture to be true

We do not believe directly in a person, or come to 
salvation through a relationship with Jesus. 

But we first believe the propositions in Scripture that 
inform us about Jesus and His saving work on the cross.

We believe a proposition to be true

RATIONALISM

Human intellect;
Faith in human ability Independent 

use of logic and reason

EMPIRICISM

Sense perception;
External experience;
Faith in human ability

Independent 

use of logic and reason

MYSTICISM

Inner private experience;
Emotions, feelings, opinions, 
intuition;
Faith in human ability

Independent;

Illogical;
Irrational
Non-verifiable

SYSTEM STARTING POINT METHOD

REVELATION
Objective Verifiable 
Revelation Of Actual 
Reality/ Truth From God

Dependent use of logic 
and reason

The divine viewpoint is both 
logical, rational, and 
dependent on God
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The law was God’s required standard of absolute perfect 
righteousness:

What was the purpose of the Old Testament law?

Answer: it was to reveal man's total inability to live up to God’s standard of 
absolute perfection, and his need for a Savior

Isaiah 7:14 (NKJV)
14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 
and shall call His name Immanuel.

Luke 1:1–4 (NKJV)
1 Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been 
fulfilled among us, 
2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them 
to us, 
3 it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to 
write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, 

4 that you may know the certainty of those things in which 
you were instructed.

Gaining a position in Jesus Christ as a child of God, has nothing to do with 
any level of commitment.

We simply believed with our mind the propositions of scripture to be true, 
and that they applied to you and me as individuals

Faith is in two parts: 
1st. we are justified through belief alone in Christ alone; 
2nd. we believe the propositions of scripture by which we are sanctified 

religious works, the entirety of the old testament testifies to this reality

religious works, 

The evidence is overwhelming throughout scripture, that the one condition 
for justification is belief alone in Christ alone, apart from any human 
works/commitment.

There are never any adjectives connected to faith in relation to justification

The problem for many believers ever coming to a clear understanding of scripture, 
is that once they have been religionized buy a minister with bad doctrine (meaning 
they've taken that bad doctrine into their soul as core belief); they'll continue to 
stumble over it no matter how much light you shine on the subject.

It will continue to confuse them because they want to see it the way they have 

believed for so long. It doesn't matter how many cherry picked 
scriptures you put in contacts for them

“Don't confuse me with facts, I've already made up my mind”

Acts 8:37 (NKJV)
37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”


	Romans 13 what is FAITH. 5.12.22

