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The wise or foolish son:

Proverbs 1. Wisdom calls 
aloud

A wise man/ son will hear and increase learning:

Proverbs 1:1–33 (NKJV)
1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 

2 To know wisdom and instruction, To perceive the words of understanding, 

3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, Justice, judgment, and equity; 

4 To give prudence to the simple, To the young man knowledge and discretion— 
5 A wise man will hear and increase learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel, 
6 To understand a proverb and an enigma, The words of the wise and their riddles. 

7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

Prepare ahead of time for the difficulties of life, for disaster:

8 My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the law of your mother; 
9 For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, And chains about your neck. 

10 My son, if sinners entice you, Do not consent. 
11 If they say, “Come with us, Let us lie in wait to shed blood; Let us lurk secretly for the innocent without cause; 
12 Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, And whole, like those who go down to the Pit; 
13 We shall find all kinds of precious possessions, We shall fill our houses with spoil; 
14 Cast in your lot among us, Let us all have one purse”— 

15 My son, do not walk in the way with them, Keep your foot from their path; 
16 For their feet run to evil, And they make haste to shed blood. 
17 Surely, in vain the net is spread In the sight of any bird; 
18 But they lie in wait for their own blood, They lurk secretly for their own lives. 
19 So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain; It takes away the life of its owners. 

20 wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the open 
squares. 

21 She cries out in the chief concourses, At the openings of the gates 

in the city She speaks her words: 

22 “How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? For scorners delight in their scorning, And fools hate 
knowledge. 

23 Turn at my rebuke; Surely I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you. 

24 Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded, 

25 Because you disdained all my counsel, And would have none of my rebuke, 

The following are the results due to bad decisions:

26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes, 

27 When your terror comes like a storm, And your destruction comes like a whirlwind, When 

distress and anguish come upon you. 

28 “Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but they will not find me. 

29 Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of the Lord, 

30 They would have none of my counsel And despised my every rebuke. 

31 Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way, 

And be filled to the full with their own fancies. 

32 For the turning away of the simple will slay them, And the complacency of fools will destroy them; 
33 But whoever listens to me will dwell safely, And will be secure, without fear of evil.”
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The following three versus by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, stress 
the importance of getting the Word of God into our soul now—not 
tomorrow or next week, it's not something you're going to be able to pull off once 
you’ve “stabilized your life.” 

But wisdom is in fact what stabilizes our life !!!

So you’d better get wisdom now because when crisis and calamity comes tomorrow 
it’s too late. 

One of the human religious practices of pastors in the modern church is the idea of 
pastoral counseling. 

Although there may be a place to receive a pastors counsel to gain insight and 
direction for a particular situation, 

However the idea of all this human wisdom over long periods of time, or any time 
at all, to solve the issues of life, only result in death; the death like experience that is 
always the result of human methods. 

But godly counsel on the other hand is what should be taking place over the pulpit 
three times a week: Sunday morning, Sunday evening and Thursday evening. 

It is teaching us and training us how to think, how to have discernment and wisdom 
and skilled living so that when tough times come and the crisis hits and the calamity 
occurs we have already prepared ourselves.

Under inspiration of the Holy Spirit the father is now forewarning his 
son to watch out for these sinners, his peer group that has rejected 
the Word of God, whose intention is to entice him and distract him 

from the truth—wisdom, the truth of God's Word.

The hope is that the son will reject the enticements of his sinful, arrogant 
peer group.

Synonymous 
parallelism

an ever-present, not private, to be heard everywhere; wisdom is an 

invitation to all

Synonymous 
parallelism

These are Characterizations of the son’s peer group

there is a sermon from wisdom, yes, She rebukes 3 categories of 

fools: 

the simple, the scoffer and the fool.

Council of God

To reverse course, to shift from focusing on self-absorption and 
arrogance to humility.  

In other words, to become a disciple of the word of God, then 

wisdom will be poured out upon them. 

God makes truth available to all at no cost:

Revelation 21:6 (NKJV)
6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 

the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him 
who thirsts.

There is a cost for refusing or rejecting God.

For the same reason people reject salvation through our Savior Jesus Christ, the 
justified one will often reject wisdom/the council of God; they make the choice 
that they can live life on their own terms, but there's a very high price to pay, 

that price is a death like 
experience of an unbeliever:

The issue is 
always 
volitional

He's using extreme language to emphasize that His response 
will be the exact opposite to their cry for help if they choose 
to reject His counselor

Because they hated knowledge they will suffer the 
consequences of their own bad decisions

In the Hebrew as this word is used in other passages, it's used to describe a very fervent 
emotional pleading, indicating deep distress and profound emotions.

So this isn't just an academic invitation. 

But it shows the extreme ways in which wisdom is offered. 

People say they don't really know if God exists. Why doesn't He make Himself known? 

In fact He couldn't make Himself known any more clearly, the Bible 
says: 

The same is true for wisdom  for the justified believer. wisdom is available to all. 
It is in the Word of God and more than any other time in history we have the truth of 
God's Word available to us.

Romans 1:18–27 (NKJV)

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 

19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 

20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 
excuse, 

21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile 
in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed 
animals and creeping things. 
24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 
25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever. Amen. 

26 For this reason God gave them up 
to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against 

nature. 
27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men 
committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.

calling out to people in a fervent and 
emotional way. That is the 
connotation in the Hebrew.

Psalm 19:1–4 (NKJV)
1 The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows 
His handiwork. 
2 Day unto day utters speech, And night unto night reveals 
knowledge. 

3 There is no speech nor language Where their 
voice is not heard. 
4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their words to 
the end of the world. In them He has set a tabernacle for the sun,

The heavens declare the glory of the one and only God in a 
non-verbal way, through seeing, witnessing and 
understanding His handiwork. 

In all of its intricacies, and beauty. 

wisdom isn't just knowledge applied, it is 

knowledge applied in a skilful and beautiful way.

1853a  ( יִתֶ!  (petî)) simple.

The verb pātâ appears twenty-seven times, 
primarily in the Piel and Pual stems. The basic verb 
idea is “be open, spacious, wide,” and might relate 
to the immature or simple one who is open 
to all kinds of enticement, not having 
developed a discriminating judgment 
as to what is right or wrong.

This is the simplest of the fools, so to 
speak, the mildest; they are the 
ones who are still at a place 
where they can change. 

They can still shift their volition and 
respond to the invitation of 

wisdom. They are the young and 
naive. 

They are intellectually flawed, yet they 
are changeable. 

They haven't really locked things down 
into the stubborn arrogance of negative 
volition yet. 

They are immature. 

They are gullible and will believe any 
religious lie that comes their way, so 
they need to be taught and they need to 

understand wisdom. 

Proverbs 7:7 (NKJV)
7 And saw among the simple, I perceived among the youths, A young man 
devoid of understanding,

Proverbs 9:4–6 (NKJV)
4 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” As for him who lacks 
understanding, she says to him, 
5 “Come, eat of my bread And drink of the wine I have mixed. 
6 Forsake foolishness and live, And go in the way of understanding.

Proverbs 9:16 (NKJV)
16 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here”; And as for him who lacks 
understanding, she says to him,

Proverbs 21:11 (NKJV)
11 When the scoffer is punished, the simple is made wise; But when the 
wise is instructed, he receives knowledge.

Proverbs 22:3 (NKJV)
3 A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, But the simple pass on and 
are punished.

Proverbs 22:15 (NKJV)

15 Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod 
of correction will drive it far from him.

Proverbs 9:7-8 (NKJV)
7 “He who corrects a scoffer gets shame for himself, And he who rebukes a wicked man only harms himself.

8 Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you.

Proverbs 13:1 (NKJV)

1 A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.

Proverbs 15:12 (NKJV)
12 A scoffer does not love one who corrects him, Nor will he go to the wise.

made that something of value in their life

The Hebrew word (letz) "scoffer" , simply means someone who is just looks back, 
ridicules, scoffs and makes light of someone else. 

It occurs 14 times in Proverbs and only twice outside of Proverbs

They have gone beyond the point of no return.

This explains why sometimes we get into such polarized arguments with some people. 

They are so committed to a human religious view of life and God that no matter what you say all 
you will accomplish will be to increase the antagonism and intensify the argument and the hostility. 

They are never going to listen no matter what you say.
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