
A faithful representative of the Family of God 7.17.22

- 8 -

1.

2.

a.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Spiritual understanding:

 
Colossians

be a Faithful Representative

Be an honorable representation of your family’s VALUES, which were 
demonstrated by Jesus and taught by the Father:

Colossians 1:1–18 (NKJV)
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 

4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 

5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, 

of which you heard before in the
word of the truth of the gospel, 

6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you 
heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 

7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 
8 who also declared to us your love in by means of the Spirit. 

9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge 
of God; 

11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 
12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 
14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 
17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 
18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have 
the preeminence.
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7.17.22 Life
Discipline yourself to Memorize Scripture

mmm

John 12:50 (NASB95)

50 “I know that HIS COMMANDMENT is eternal Life; therefore the things I 

speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me.”

9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to praying for you, and to 
asking 

that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom 

and spiritual understanding; 

10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully 

pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge 

of God; 

comprehension

90.44 διάe (dia)(with the accusative): a marker of 
a participant constituting the cause or reason for an 
event or state—‘because of, on account of, for this 
reason.’ 

They had

Because of this hope
Verb, causal participle

Greek (akouo)

information is not knowledge, and knowledge is not wisdom; 
though they are related.

information has to have comprehension; their has to be the divine framework 
that interconnects all the bits and pieces of biblical information

Knowledge is a comprehension of those facts, wisdom is 
the ability to skillfully apply what you know

Romans 12:1 (NKJV)

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service.

Romans 11:29–32 (NKJV)

29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

30 For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their disobedience, 

31 even so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may obtain 
mercy. 

32 For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.

Justification 
Imputation of Christ's righteousness
made a member of the family of 
God
given eternal life
Eternal heirs of God

At the moment of Faith in Christ we are given

1 John 2:14 (NKJV)
14 I have written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I 
have written to you, young 

men, Because you are strong, and             THE WORD OF GOD abides in you,     And 

you have overcome the wicked one.

THE WORD OF GOD abides in you,

synonyms for God's Word emphasizing its value to man:synonyms for God's Word emphasizing its value to man:

As a member of God's family, how do we learn this new UNEARTHLY 
code of behavior, and way of thinking, that’s to characterize our new 
position and our new family responsibilities? 

Answer: From our careful studies of God's Word. 

Paul starts out by identifying us as members in this new family; and that 
due to a confident expectation of an eternal home, this hope is to motivate 

us to an ever increasing knowledge of God, which will 

transform our code of behavior.

dative case indicating instrumentality
Galatians 5:22 (NASB95)
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

summarizing vs 4 & 5

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NASB95)
17 pray without ceasing;

The principle of prayer is that we are not to consider prayer just something tacked 
on to the Christian life.

We are to make prayer structured, and habitual, not just one time a day. 

We may have one time a day when we might have a more disciplined prayer time, 
but prayer should continue throughout the day.

Prayer is central to our spiritual life

a more precise translation would be: 
We do not cease praying and interceding for you [or, on your behalf]

Purpose clause

Colossians 3:16 (NASB95)

16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all 

wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Ephesians 5:18–19 (NKJV)

18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 

19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 
in your heart to the Lord,

identical 
consequences

dative case 
indicating 
instrumentality

By means of

The content of the filling

4444 πληρόω (plēroō), πληρόομαι 
(plēroomai): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 4848; Str 
4137; TDNT 6.286—1. LN 67.70 (dep.) 
come to an end, complete (Ac 7:30); 2. LN 
78.46 (dep.) be completely, have a full 
degree (Ac 13:52); 3. LN 59.37 fill, 
cause something to be full

plēroō

plēroō

Parallel passages

The content that we are filled with, what is supposed to dwell in our minds, 

is the Word of God. 

It is the content of God's Word, what He has revealed to us that is what our soul is 
to be filled with, so that as we learn more and more of God's Word, it is not just an 

academic knowledge but it is knowledge that under the filling 

ministry of God the Holy Spirit and His revealing the Word to us, that it becomes more 
and more clear to us how to apply these things. 

And the more that we learn, the more we learn to think how God thinks, 
and then things begin to come together and we see how to apply His Word in many 

different areas of life. It all starts with knowledge.

(epignōsis)

This verb (epignōsis). gnosis is the root noun for knowledge and when the prefix epi is 
added it intensifies it, and in many cases that word epignosis has to do with a full 
or experiential knowledge of something. 

It has gone from just being academic knowledge of God's word, where you are learning the 
practical applicational value of it. 

It's after you learn the academic knowledge of how to add and subtract in school that math 
becomes practical knowledge when you're doing your tax returns.

Now it has moved from the realm of simply gnosis to epignosis and therefore there is value to 
it, it has been skillfully applied. 

The concept of skill with something, is what the Old Testament writers referred chokmah 
(wisdom). 

The wisdom that is usually referred to as part of the spiritual life, isn't the sort of abstract 
wisdom from modern English culture;  

but it is from the Old Testament concept of skill. 

The writers were all Jewish writers; their frame of reference is all the Old Testament. So when 

they talk about wisdom as a positive spiritual virtue in the New Testament they are 
talking about that same idea of a practical and skilful 
application of God's Word that is found in the Old Testament.

(epignōsis)

9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to praying for you, and to 
asking 

that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom 

and spiritual understanding; 

10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully 

pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge 

of God; 

Paul is stressing the importance of having the mind of Christ.

Therefore understand God's thinking through studying, 
memorizing and meditating on His Word (all of the 
mandates) wherever it says do this or that, it’s saying think this way—that is 
understanding how God wants us to think and how to live. 

So we are to be filled with the knowledge of His will and that comes from 
studying God's Word. We don't get it any other way.

There are many people go to church for what is emphasized as a 

"worship time" and they use that phrase "worship" to just relate to 
the singing part of the service, it sounds spiritual much like the term 

"fellowship" but it's seldom understood from its biblical definition. 

Ultimately the highest form of worship is when we are studying God's 

Word because that is when we learn to think like God 
wants us to think, and to live like God wants us to live. 

We learn His will, and that is the foundation and what the emphasis 

should be. If we don't know the Word 
then we don't know God's will.
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