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Confidence in our Christian walk :

Divine Confidence for the 
Disciple

Confidence is based on one of two things. 

What is the foundation for your confidence?

It is either:
#1. based on an accurate understanding and wise application of scripture, or

#2. is it Self-confidence based off your opinion of scripture, and how we feel about your 
relationship with God.

Proverbs 3:1–12 (NKJV)

1 My son, do not forget my law, But let your heart keep my commands; 

2 For length of days and long life And peace they will add to you. 

Proverbs 3:1–12 (NKJV)

1 My son, do not forget my law, But let your heart keep my commands; 

2 For length of days and years of long life, And peace they will add to you. 

3 Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck, Write them on the tablet of your 

heart, 

4 And so find favor and high esteem In the sight of God and man. 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own 
understanding; 

6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 

7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart from evil. 
8 It will be health to your flesh, And strength to your bones. 
9 Honor the Lord with your possessions, And with the first-fruits of all your increase; 
10 So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine. 

11 My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor detest His correction; 

12 For whom the Lord loves He corrects, Just as a father the son in whom he delights.

7.3.22

We ultimately ground our stability, our confidence, our certainty, our future 
hope and expectation, upon God’s Word and God’s Word alone. 

It's much more specific than the idea that “you just have to trust God”.

But it's trusting the doctrines and the methods that He's 
revealed for the application of those doctrines in His Word.

Every Christian's goal should be to be delivered from living the Christian life with a 
false - confidence. 

So we have this choice, and often we don't know which way to go. 

In proverbs the father is teaching his son how to acquire the wisdom from the 
knowledge that was gained from the information of God’s revealed will to make 
skillful decisions as he goes through life. 

This is so that when we find ourselves in the middle of a crisis, or in the midst of 

pressure and stress, we won't make bad decisions; we have already laid 
down a foundation of sound biblical understanding in our soul that is 
based upon God’s revealed will. 

It has built a strength a confidence, a framework of stability, so that it 
sets a course for our thinking. 

It doesn't happen immediately but It happens as a result of being completely 
enmeshed in the Word of God, so that God’s revealed will/ the thinking of 
Scripture becomes our thinking. 

That takes time, it takes daily decisions to make God’s 

revealed will a priority, and then over the course of time we see a godly strength 
and confidence developing. 

Proverbs 16:25 (NKJV)
25 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.

Proverbs 16:25 (NKJV)
25 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.

the key to confident living

This verse is the theme for the book of Proverbs A lot of people say they feel the presence 
of God when they're praying, or when 
they're worshiping God.

And unfortunately that feeling, in their own 
mind confirms their misunderstanding and 
miss use of scripture, so they continue on 
never knowing what measure of darkness 
they're walking in.

And no matter how much Biblical 
evidence you show them, their mind is 
already made up.

They have a false Confidence, and they 
will not face up to it until the judgment 
seat of Christ

God's will is what He 
expects us, and requires 
us to be transformed to

John 8:31–32 (NKJV)

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples 
indeed. 
32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Romans 8:5 (NKJV)
5 For those who live according 

to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of 

the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit, the 
things of the Spirit.

This instruction of the father to son in Proverbs was a 

framework for old testament believers, and more specifically fathers were to 
train their children. 

And it should be a model for us today!

So the only way we get to that point in our spiritual 
growth where we move from just the information of 
Scripture—(and it's tragic how many Christians 
don't even have the basics of information)—is to 
make the Word our priority and learn to apply it. 

As we accumulate knowledge in our soul that gives 
us the information and the understanding we need 

to apply, and that is how wisdom is built. 

We can't get to wisdom without spending a lot of 
time in the Word.

God’s revealed will is the source of wisdom

That's why it's so important to read the Bible, and to 
listen to it from our smart phones, and to memorize 
key Bible verses.

In the first chapter of Proverbs, we looked at the challenge of the father to 
the son, to listen to the father's guidance and to reject the influence of his 
peers. 

We apply this teaching the same way today, not just instructing our 
children, but it applies to you and I as well. 

We have this exact same principle taught in Romans 12:1–2

Forget
)šākaḥ( חַכָ!

In many passages where this word is used in 
connection with God's word, it has the idea of 

don't abandon or deny God

This is about obedience. 
The father here in Proverbs 3 is 
anchoring his teachings to 
God’s revealed will the 
command from the Lord. 

He is challenging to son to 
follow his laws and commands 
because they are the Lord's 
law and commands, not just 
because they are the father's 
opinions or ideas; this 
instruction comes from the 
God.

In Hebrew poetry there is the rhyming of ideas, not words. 

Sometimes there is a synonymous parallelism where the 
first line is restated with similar words to give a better 
explanation or understanding. 

Sometimes there is an antithetical parallelism or opposite so 
that the second line expands on the first line. 

So we see a parallel between the idea of do not forget and 
keeping. 

So we understand that not forgetting the law doesn't just 
mean, don't have a lapse of memory, but it really means 
to keep or obey, and even guard God’s law.

keep 
 nāṣar( I, watch, guard, keep. The etymology( רַצָנ1407

of this root is illustrated in the Akkadian naṣāru “watch 
over, protect

We are to guard it, keep it, make sure that it 
is enshrined within our souls and within our 
thinking, and that it is the foremost content 
in our thinking. This is the foundation for the 
Christian walk as well. 

Deuteronomy 4:9 (NKJV)

9 Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you 

forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart 
all the days of your life. And teach them to your children and your 
grandchildren,

Deuteronomy 8:14 (NKJV)

14 when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;

Deuteronomy 6:12 (NKJV)

12 … beware, lest you forget the Lord who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage.

Deuteronomy 32:18 (NKJV)

18 Of the Rock who begot you, you are unmindful, And have forgotten 
the God who fathered you.

So within the content of the Mosaic Law there is 
to be this family responsibility of teaching God’s 
revealed will and passing it down from 
generation to generation. 

It is the parents' job and the grandparents' job to 
teach and to train and equip children in the Word 
of God, which covers all areas of life and 
godliness. 

It is not something that is to be delegated to the 
public schools or Christian schools. A child's 
training is the responsibility of the parent and 
grandparents. 

They are to guard the Word of God that's going 
into their child's thought processes

The result of 
verse 1

Quantity Quality

The word shalom, translated "peace" here, doesn't simply mean peace, the absence of 
conflict; 

but it also relates to a comprehensive kind of fulfillment or completion, a perfection in 
life and spirit which quite transcends any success which man alone, even under the 
best circumstances, is able to attain. 

It relates to a fullness of life. It qualifies in one's life every sufficiency and good 
fortune, free from hostility and lack, and so filled with inner contentment, delight and 
joy as a gift of God. 

It is a life of happiness and joy and contentment no matter 
what circumstances might be.

shalom ( 7965 ,ם+לָ! ), “peace; 
completeness; welfare; health

Proverbs 3:16–17 (NKJV)
16 Length of days is in her right hand, In her left hand riches and honor. 

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, And all her paths are peace.

we are to take what we have learned in terms of 

applying it in relation to mercy and truth. 

necklace bears with it a symbol of protection, that 
we looked at in a previous study. 

the idea is that mercy and truth protect us.

the emphasis is 
on knowing 
and keeping 
and guarding 
the Word in our 
life

kindness

make this a part 
of the thinking 
of your soul

Over and over we're 
instructed to learn the word 
and make it the most 
significant part of our life, so 
that it's applied to every 
situation, every decision.

 ;ʾemeth, eh´-meth תֶמֶא  .571
contr. from 539; stability; fig. 
certainty, truth, 
trustworthiness:—assured (-
ly), establishment, 

it has the idea of something totally 
dependable, something unchangeable, and 
therefore something that is absolutely 
faithful.

Proverbs 7:2–4 (NKJV)
2 Keep my commands and live, And my law as the apple of your eye. 
3 Bind them on your fingers; Write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4 Say to wisdom, “You are my sister,” And call understanding your nearest kin,

Proverbs 23:23 (NKJV)

23 Buy the truth, and do not sell it, Also wisdom and instruction and understanding.

Proverbs 29:14 (NKJV)

14 The king who judges the poor with truth, His throne will be established forever.

Most Christians don't know that God's word is knowable, that it has one 
interpretation that applies to all.

That God's word is one universal principle for the gain of instruction, knowledge, 
understanding, and wisdom. And that applies the same to everybody in every 
situation in every culture throughout the world and all ages.

Truth is not subjective:

Truth is not subjective:

Truth becomes the foundation for being able to make 
judgments in life to help people solve problems and 
face issues in their life.

Proverbs 14:22 (NKJV)

22 Do they not go astray who devise evil? But mercy and truth belong to those who 

devise good.

Proverbs 16:6 (NKJV)

6 In mercy and truth Atonement is provided for iniquity; And by the 
fear of the Lord one departs from evil.

Isaiah 48:1 (NKJV)
1 “Hear this, O house of Jacob, Who are called by the name of Israel, And have come forth from 
the wellsprings of Judah; Who swear by the name of the Lord, And make mention of the God of 

Israel, But not in truth or in righteousness;

kindness

kindness

Humility

mm

the key to confident living

is not based on our own 
understanding but divine 
revelation.

It's gaining an 
understanding 
beforehand of the 
information revealed as 
absolute truth from God so 
that it can be applied wisely 
to life’s difficulties and crisis

Proverbs 16:25 (NKJV)
25 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is 
the way of death.

We are to receive instruction gain understanding so that we can apply truth wisely to every situation in life
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