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Reconciliation and peace:

 

Romans

Reconciliation & the absence of Conflict

There is no longer conflict between Jew and Gentile:

Ephesians 2:1–22 (NKJV)
1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 
2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the 
sons of disobedience, 
3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, just as the others. 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus. 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

11 Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the 
flesh by hands—

Here we see the absence of CONFLICT once again beginning in verse 13:

12 that at that time 1.you were without Christ, being 2.aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and 3.strangers from the covenants of promise, 

4.having no hope and without God in the world. 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 

14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 

15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new 
man from the two, thus making peace, 

16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 

17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 

18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to 
the Father. 
19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 

Himself being the chief cornerstone, 
21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 
22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
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Discipline yourself to Memorize Scripture

Isaiah 26:3 (NKJV)
3  You will keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he trusts in You.

Isaiah 41:10 (NKJV) 
10  Fear not, for I am with you;
Be not dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you,
Yes, I will help you,
I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’

Isaiah 40:28-31 (NKJV)
29  He gives power to the weak,
And to those who have no might He increases strength.
 30  Even the youths shall faint and be weary,
And the young men shall utterly fall,
 31  But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings like eagles,
They shall run and not be weary,
They shall walk and not faint.

Philippians 4:6–7 (NKJV)
6  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to God; 
 7  and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.

Isaiah 40:8 (NKJV)
8  The grass withers, the flower fades,
But the word of our God stands forever.”

⭑

8.18.22

Romans 5:1–11 (NKJV)

1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

2 through whom also we have access by faith into this GRACE in which we stand,    

   and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance; 
4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope.
5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even 
dare to die. 

8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him. 

10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the 

death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 

have now received the reconciliation.

 a result of justification 

In context, peace with God is specifically in contrast to the enmity that everyone has with 
God, because all of humanity is born in a state of enmity and hostility toward Him.

gar

 The contrast with peace is 
this position of enmity or 

hostility toward God

Peace and 
reconciliation should 

be viewed as a 
parentheses for this 

section

in one way or another ALL CONFLICT ultimately go back 
to spiritual causes, and the problem of sin that exists between God and 
man 

Context determines the many uses of the word peace, It can mean:

1. an absence of physical conflict 
2. the lack of warfare or the opposite of physical conflict 

3. the absence of conflict between Jew and Gentile  
4. the realm of mental attitude to describe the absence of mental conflict; 

no worry, anxiety, or fear because our focus has been stabilized by a 
focus on God 

5. the absence of personal conflict between one person and another

We stand [completed action, 
the present reality of our 
position] in Christ. 

It is this GRACE in which we 
have access  to God

perfect tense

speaks of the exceeding quality of God's grace, 
not how God felt emotionally.

There was nothing relationally lovable in mankind

4498 πολύς (polys), πολλή (pollē), πολύ (poly): adj. [see πλείων (pleiōn), πλεῖον 
(pleion) or πλέον (pleon), between 4427–4428, also πολλά (polla), between 4489–
4490]; ≡ DBLHebr 8041; Str 4183 & 4118 & 4119; TDNT 6.536—1. LN 59.1 many, a 

great number (Mt 7:22; Jn 7:31; Ac 2:40; 1Co 9:19); 2. LN 59.11 much, 
extensive quantity (Mk 4:1; Jn 5:6; 6:10; Ac 11:21); 3. LN 78.3 great, to a 
great degree

in terms of their physical heritage – they were not descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

The Gentiles were disrespected by the religious elite Jews of the 2nd temple period

Romans 2:25–29 (NKJV)

25 For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of the 

law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 

26 Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the law, will not 

his uncircumcision be counted as circumcision? 

27 And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with 

your written code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the law? 

28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the 
flesh; 

29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not 
in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.

There is this contrast that came as a result of the Mosaic Law, and the 
distinctiveness that God expected from the Jews in terms of :
1. their culture, 
2. their lifestyle, and 
3. their national identity. 

They were to be set apart to God, as a kingdom of priests.

Romans 3:1–2 (NKJV)

1 What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision? 
2 Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God.

Romans 4:10–12 (NKJV)

10 How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or circumcised? Not while 

circumcised, but while circumcised. 

11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 

had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though 

they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, 

12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who 

also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.

Romans 3:29–30 (NKJV)
29 Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles 
also, 

30 since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised 
through faith.

Paul was dealing with the issue of circumcision among the Jews that 
claimed that by simply being circumcised and properly related 
through circumcision to the Mosaic Law, and the Abrahamic 
Covenant, was enough for salvation.

Romans 2:29 (NKJV)

29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not 
in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.

Paul explains 
justification 
emphasizing that 
physical 
circumcision was a 
work of the Law, and 
not a basis of 
salvation:

Prior to the cross there was not a 
Messianic hope for the Gentiles 

Gentiles were not part of the 
theocracy, meaning the special 
nation that God set up on the basis 
of the Mosaic Law. 

If you were not related to God 
through the Mosaic Law then there 
were certain temporal 
blessings that would not be 
available to Gentiles

talking about all the covenants 
related to the Abrahamic Covenant

Romans 9:3–5 (NKJV)
3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for 
my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, 
4 who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the 

glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of 
God, and the promises; 
5 of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the 
flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. 
Amen.

Genesis 15:1–21 (NKJV)

1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your 
exceedingly great reward.” 

2 But Abram said, “Lord God, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 

3 Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!” 

4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come 
from your own body shall be your heir.” 

5 Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He 
said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 

6 And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. 

7 Then He said to him, “I am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.” 

8 And he said, “Lord God, how shall I know that I will inherit it?” 

9 So He said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.” 
10 Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other; 
but he did not cut the birds in two. 
11 And when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, 

horror and great darkness fell upon him. 

13 Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve 
them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. 
14 And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 
15 Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 
16 But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 

17 And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and 

a burning torch that passed between those pieces. 

18 On the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—
19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 
20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 
21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”

8 And he said, “Lord God, how shall I know that I will inherit it?”

God bound himself to the obligations of the 
COVENANT. 

In the ancient world when two parties were going to come 
together and sign a contract, they would do so with the 
literal phrase “to cut a covenant.” 

That grew out of the reality that they would have a sacrifice 
and would cut the sacrificed animal or animals in half and 
lay each half on the altar side by side. 

Then the two parties to the covenant would walk between 
the two halves of the sacrifice. 

God alone is symbolized by a smoking oven and a torch 
that went between the two halves of the sacrifices 

indicating that He alone was obligating 
Himself to the terms of that covenant.
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Paul is referring not only to the Abrahamic Covenant but also the Land/Real 
Estate Covenant (not fulfilled until the millennial kingdom), 

the Davidic Covenant (This focuses on the seed that comes through the line of 
David and is not fulfilled until Jesus Christ returns to establish the kingdom in the 
future. 

When he establishes that kingdom, He will rule over Israel from His throne in 
Jerusalem), this is when the New Covenant  will ultimately be filled.

This is why Paul is referring to that Gentiles as aliens, estranged from or separated 
from the commonwealth of Israel and the covenants of promise. 

They were not partners in terms of these covenants. The covenants were between 
God and Israel, the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

plural

1 Corinthians 12:13 (NKJV)

13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and 

have all been made to drink into one Spirit.

dative case

by means of one Spirit

by doing away with gender, slaves and ethnicity; Paul is merely stating that those distinctions no longer 
limit their access to God as they did in the old testament, because of the work of Christ on the cross

Galatians 3:26–29 (NKJV)
26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 

27 For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. 

29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.

Romans 9:4–5 (ESV)
4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, 
the worship, and the promises. 
5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, 
according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, 
blessed forever. Amen.

These are the New Testament gifts of 
apostleship and prophets. 

These were temporary gifts given only 
during the period of the foundation of 
the church in the 1st century

mm

2 Corinthians 5:19 (NKJV)

19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
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