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1 Peter Hope & Joy in 
adversity

Motivation, by eternal inheritance:

We must learn to be delivered from the power of sin, and trust in the 
promises of God in times of grief and suffering and testing:

1 Peter 1:1–9 (NASB95)

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 

2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled 

with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure. 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4 to obtain an inheritance? which is 1.imperishable and 2.undefiled and 3.will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

5 who are protected by the power of God through Faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, 
if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 

God has a purpose for the trails we go through:

7 so that the proof of your Faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, 

even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise 

and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and 
though you do not see Him now, 

but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with Joy inexpressible and 
full of glory, 

9 obtaining as the outcome of your Faith the salvation? of your souls.

Always pay attention to context, the tendency is to want to think of certain 
words in terms of initial justification salvation:

Phase 1 is what we describe as justification. 
It takes place at a point in time. 

A person responds by believing in Jesus Christ as Savior, understanding that Jesus 
Christ alone paid the penalty for all sins on the Cross (independent from any human involvement). 
There is no sin He did not pay for. He paid for all sin past, present, and future; He paid for 
all sin on the Cross once and for all. He solved the sin problem.

Jesus Christ paid the judicial penalty.

However experientially we are born spiritually dead as it says in:

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us; His righteousness is charged to our 
account.

Christ paying the penalty for all sin doesn't make people savable, nor does His death automatically 
save people

Man must respond positive to the gospel, he must believe that Jesus solved 
the issue of sin for him personally

Three basic problems are solved.

1st: The instant we believe, the judicial penalty of spiritual death is forgiven.

2nd: We instantly receive THE HUMAN SPIRIT, and are made spiritually alive.

3rd: Finally and instantly the perfect righteousness of Christ is imputed to our account.

Phase 1 spiritual life through Jesus Christ

9.22.22

Peter is focused on teaching how to face 
any kind of persecution, hostility, 

adversity, and difficulty 

on the basis of understanding God’s 
plan and purpose for us to learn 
to endure trials, because we're focused 

on the promise of an eternal inheritance.

THREE STAGES OF SALVATION

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

JUSTIFICATION GLORIFICATIONSPIRITUAL LIFE

Deliverance in trials

in your spiritual life

Positional 
sanctification

Saved from the 
penalty of sin

Progressive 
sanctification

Saved from the 
power of sin

Ultimate 
sanctification

Saved from the 
presence of sin

As knowledgeable educated 
Christians we do not speak of faith 
from a mystical worldly religious 
view; that says “just believe, just hold 
on to belief, believe in belief.”

That's not faith at all, it's worthless 
mystical emptiness without meaning 
or value.

We are given trials to test the quality of our 
faith. 

The quality of our faith, meaning the quality 
of acquired biblical knowledge in our soul; 

and the quality of our application of that 
knowledge against the trials, testing and 
adversity in our daily life.

The Bible always defines faith as being 
connected to divine truth, it's faith in 
something specific.

John 8:31–32 (NKJV)

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, 1st. “If you continue in My word, you 
are My disciples indeed. 
32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

1 John 4:21–5:4 (NKJV)

21 And this commandment we have from Him: 1st. that he who loves 
God 2nd. must love his brother also. 
1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and 1st. everyone who loves Him 

who begot also 2st. loves him who is begotten of Him. 

2 2st. By this we know that we love the children of God, 1st. when we love God and 
keep His commandments. 

3 1st. For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His 
commandments are not burdensome. 
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 

overcome the world—our faith.

The priority always comes 1st. 

The corrupt 
worldly societal 
system of thinking

That body of usable knowledge in our soul

Three basic problems need to be solved. 

1st: We have a judicial sin penalty, which is spiritual death that is 
imputed to every single human being, except for Jesus Christ. 

2nd: We are born physically alive but spiritually dead 

3rd: We lack perfect righteousness.

Ephesians 2:1 (NKJV)

1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins,

Colossians 2:12–14 (NKJV)
12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through 

faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 

13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses, 
14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which 
was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the 
cross.

We are born 
spiritually dead but 
physically alive.

The problem of spiritual death is solved when we believe in Jesus 
Christ. We are made alive spiritually. We are born again.

1st:

2nd:

3rd:

John 3:3–6 (NKJV)

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 

time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

mmm

Peters audience are resident aliens in the Diaspora
They are the scattered Jews throughout the Roman Empire

These were Jewish-background believers who, because of their faith in 
Jesus as the Messiah, were going through hostility, ridicule, and in some 
cases they've likely lost jobs, possibly impacted their business, and on and 
on. 

There were a lot of different ways in which they faced these different trials. 

This is the core of why Peter is writing 1st Peter.

Peter was written probably in the early 60s. 

A technical term for 
Jews who have 
been scattered 
among the nations

As advancing Christians we are still going to grieve at times. We’ll have sorrows and 
sadness at times. We're still going to struggle with things as long as we are in this flash, and 
in the devils world. 

But even though we do, we can still have joy. 

Our emotions may change due to circumstances but the joy we are given in Christ is a 
mental attitude joy that involves stability, tranquility, and a real excitement about our life 
because as knowledgeable educated Christians we know how all of that fits in God’s plan. 

As we have seen from verse 4 there is an end goal of great inheritance.

And that even in this present time verse 5 teaches deliverance in this present time, in trials 
that we will go through.

Because of our knowledge of the end goal we can rejoice 
in the midst of trials:

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (NKJV)
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you 

sorrow as others who have no hope. 

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep 
in Jesus. 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming 
of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

James has very similar vocabulary that parallels  1 Peter 6-9 

It was written to encourage, once again, a group of Jewish-background 
believers in terms of enduring and persevering in the midst of difficult trials and 
tests.

James 1:2–4 (NKJV)

2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 

3 knowing that the testing of your Faith 

produces patience. 
4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

4280 πειρασμός (peirasmos), οῦ (ou), ὁ 
(ho): n.masc.; ≡ Str 3986; TDNT 6.23—1. LN 
27.46 examination, submit another 
to a test, to learn the true nature or 
character

DOKIMION

peirasmos

physically died

joy in spite of the fact, because we can see what the end goal is

Here Paul begins to 
teach that we are 
to look to the end 
goal for comfort in 
the midst of trials 
and testing

DOKIMAZŌ

Indicating an 
opportunity to 

make a 
decision 

whether or not 
to apply the 

word

Genuineness

from the same root. It 
has to do with learning 
or exposing the quality 
of something.

DOKIMION

Greek

peirasmos
4476 ποικίλος (poikilos), η (ē), ον (on): adj.; ≡ Str 
4164; TDNT 6.484—LN 58.45 of various kinds, of 
all kinds, pertaining to that which exists in a 
variety of kinds—‘diversified.

Faith in context here is talking about 
the content of our Faith, not just the 
act of believing. 

People say, “Just believe.” 

No, the Bible says believe the 
promises of God. Peter is 
demonstrating hear that it's all about 
what we believe.

Whenever we go through testing, the issue is 
always, “Why didn’t I use the doctrine I know? 

Why didn’t I pay attention to what I know? I know 
I shouldn’t do that. I know I shouldn’t respond 
that way. I know I shouldn’t think like that.” It 
comes down to operating on what we know; 
responding to the test as scripture teaches.

The answer is, I didn't stay in fellowship with the 
Holy Spirit, I was carnally minded.

because you know 
something, 
You have knowledge of 
the word of God, you have 
doctrine in your soul, you 
know this principle

Purpose clause

1 Corinthians 3:10–15 (NKJV)
10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I 
have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he 
builds on it. 
11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw, 
13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be 

revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 

14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 

15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire.

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God.

DOKIMAZŌ

We’re being tested now to expose the value 
of our faith. This is to prepare us for the 
eventual and ultimate evaluation when we are 
evaluated at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

5705 ὑπομονή (hypomonē), ῆς (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 5281; TDNT 

4.581—LN 25.174 endurance, capacity to continue to bear up 
under difficult circumstances—‘endurance, being able to endure

Why did it endure?
Because we walked by means of the Holy Spirit 
and so we endured in obedience to doctrine 

through the testing in our earthly life

1 Corinthians 1:30 (NASB95)
30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 

wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and 
redemption,

2 Thessalonians 2:13 (NKJV)
13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, 
brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning 

chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and 
belief in the truth,

40 ἁγιασμός (hagiasmos), οῦ (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ Str 38; TDNT 
1.113—LN 53.44 sanctification, holiness, i.e., dedication to 
the Lord, and/or dedication to moral purity 

Positional Sanctification 
means that we, at the instant 
we Believe that Jesus Christ 
paid the penalty for our sins 
on the cross, we receive the 
perfect righteousness of Christ, 
and are set apart to God 
positionally; we become a 
child of God. 

And like the PRODIGAL SON 
we do not lose that position 
even if we squander our 
inheritance in this present life

hagiasmos

hagiasmos

Romans 4:4–6 (NKJV)
4 Now to him who works, the wages are not 
counted as grace but as debt. 
5 But to him who does not work but 

believes on Him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is accounted for 
righteousness, 
6 just as David also describes the blessedness 

of the man to whom God imputes 

righteousness apart from works:

57.227 λογίζομαιd (logizomai): to keep records of 
commercial accounts, involving both debits and credits—‘to 
put into one’s account, to charge one’s account, to 
regard as an account.’ τῷ δὲ ἐργαζομένῳ ὁ μισθὸς οὐ 
λογίζεται κατὰ χάριν ἀλλὰ κατὰ ὀφείλημα ‘to a 
person who has worked, the wage is 
not regarded (or ‘not credited to his 
account’) as a gift but as a debt to be 
paid

John 3:3–6 (NKJV)

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is BORN 
AGAIN, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be BORN when he is old? Can he enter a second time 

into his mother’s womb and be BORN?” 

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is BORN of the Spirit is spirit.

Born of water and the Spirit ?

whatever Jesus was saying to Nicodemus had to be understandable to Nicodemus 
from an Old Testament perspective

Ezekiel 36:25–27 (NKJV)

25 Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from 
all your filthiness and from all your idols. 

26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your 

flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 

27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments 
and do them.

The New 
Covenant 
Promise

Water for purification of the Jews.       Cleansing from sin 

One of the major issues for the Jews religious service to God was 
cleansing. 

They knew they couldn't have a relationship with God unless they were 

cleansed, and they knew from the Mosaic law that almost anything 
they did defiled them spiritually. 

So they were obsessed with cleansing and washing. They knew that they 

had to be washed by water, so every time you come to water in 

John, it has to do with this idea of cleansing. 

That is the imagery, that is the metaphor of water. And we just saw that 
in The New Covenant Promise of Ezekiel 36:25-27 

John 2:6–7 (NKJV)

6 Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to 
the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty 
or thirty gallons apiece. 
7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the 
brim.

The Wedding Feast at Cana

This is a metaphor for the cleansing of 
sin. Sin will no longer be an issue.

So when Jesus answered Nicodemus, He said:
John 3:5–6 (NKJV)

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

Although these passages are referencing what will take place under the 
new covenant; this is also what must take place during this present age, if 
one is going to gain eternal life, and a position in the family of God

John 3:10 (NKJV)
10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?

human spirit

Titus 3:4–5 (NKJV)
4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 
5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His 

mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Spirit,

4098 παλιγγενεσία (palingenesia), 
ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 3824; TDNT 
1.686—1. LN 41.53 rebirth

human spirit

Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit

3 Elements of the New Birth
Water 

Holy Spirit 
human spirit

DOKIMAZŌ

human  
religion

of great inheritance.

Man is condemned because of his 
relationship to Adam, not because of 
personal sins. 

You sin because you have a sin 
nature; you sin because you are a 
sinner. 

You are not a sinner because you sin; 
you were condemned because of 
your possession of the sin nature, 
and the imputation of Adam's 
original sin, 
not because of anything that you did.
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