
Romans 12. SIN at THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 10.13.22

- 24 -

1.

a.

2.

a.

3.

a.

4.

a.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Romans 12

How we are to live:

Who is Jesus talking to in this section of Revelation?

Peter gives us 3 basic commands that are to govern the entirety of the 
Christians walk, and they all relate to doctrine/knowing God's word: 

1 Peter 1:13–18 (NKJV)

13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to 

be 

brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 

15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your CONDUCT, 

16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 

17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work, CONDUCT yourselves 

throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 

18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless CONDUCT 

received by tradition from your fathers,

Works relate to the general lifestyle of a believer. It’s not just focusing 
on any specific moral actions, but it refers to our overall conduct at all 
times.

1 Peter 2:12 (NKJV)

12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your 

good Works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.

1 Peter 3:16 (NKJV)

16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may 
be ashamed.

1 Peter 3:1–2 (NKJV)
1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may 

be won by the conduct of their wives, 

2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.

So the question was” how does

Evaluated for rewards at the judgment seat of Christ:

Romans 14:10–12 (NKJV)
10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ. 
11 For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God.” 
12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.

2 Corinthians 5:9–10 (NKJV)
9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 

10 For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according 

to what he has done, whether good or bad.

The only way we know if something will remain at the judgment seat of 
Christ when our works are tested by fire, is if we know what the word of 
God says, and how it says to do it; and that's precisely what we are 
doing!!!

1 Corinthians 3:1–15 (NKJV)
1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 
2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not 
able; 

3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you 

not carnal and behaving like mere men? 

4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not carnal? 
5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 
6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 
7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. 
8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 
9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building. 

The real issue at the judgment seat of Christ is going to be; did I 
carefully build with the materials God gave me?

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another 
builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 

11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 

The rest of the building must be built with brick and mortar, which is the 
text and the context of scripture:
12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 

13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be 

revealed by fire; and the fire will test evaluate each one’s work, of what sort it is. 

14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a 
reward. 

15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

It's all about how we are to understand the issue of sin in the believers life:

Who is Paul talking to?

1 Corinthians 6:9–11 (NKJV)

9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? 

Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 
10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 

11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you 

were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

Galatians 5:16–21 (NKJV)

16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 

17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do 
not do the things that you wish. 
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 

21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; OF WHICH I TELL YOU 
BEFOREHAND, just as I also told you in time past, that those 
who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

10.13.22

Romans is a book written to church age believers, teaching us: 
1. how to view sin; 
2. how to identify what sin is, 
3. what the necessary thought process is in order to overcome 

sin, and obey the church age mandates of Jesus Christ
4. With the end result that we might be fully equipped for the 

judgment seat of Christ

Romans 14:10–12 (NKJV)
10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show 
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ. 
11 For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, Every knee shall bow to 
Me, And every tongue shall confess to God.” 
12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.

mmm

SIN at THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 

verb, passive, 
imperative

verb, active, 
imperative

verb, 
imperative

Verse 16 is a mirror 
image of 15, 
drawing our 
attention and to 
emphasize the 
importance of holy 
conduct

verb, active, 
imperative

We’re to live: 
on the basis of hope, 
in light of our future
in light of eternity, 
with a personal sense of our eternal destiny.

We’re to be holy: 
Confession of sin, whereby we move from being experientially walking 
in darkness, to where we’re walking in the light in obedience to 
acquired Biblical doctrine.

oversee your lifestyle, manage your way of life

The sum total of our lifestyle

419 ἀναστροφή (anastrophē), ῆς (ēs), ἡ 
(hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 391; TDNT 7.715—LN 41.3 
behavior, way of life, one’s conduct in life

We’re to live life based on the fear of God. 

Proverbs 9:10 (NKJV)

10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.

How do we achieve this holy life? 

We must always distinguish between holy living and moral living. 

Not that holy living is immoral, but it’s distinctly different from human moral living. 

An unbeliever can live a moral life, mother Theresa lived a human moral life. 
Someone who is involved in a cult can live a moral life.

Human morality can be very subjective it shapes and conforms to societal opinion: 

whereas the spiritual life is fixed and immovable, 

The moral life is very different from the spiritual life. 

The spiritual life is enhanced and empowered by:
 the Word of God and 

the Spirit of God, as that which sets it apart as distinct 
from simply “moral living”.

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Our present behavior needs to be shaped by our understanding of what takes place 
in the future at the Judgment Seat of Christ and beyond.

41.38 κόσμοςc, ου m; αἰώνc 

(aiōn), ῶνος m: the system of 
practices and standards 
associated with secular society 
(that is, without reference to any 
demands or requirements of God)
—‘world system, world’s 
standards, world.

Worldly systems of thought

So the primary life-focus, for every true disciple, is to learn to think as God thinks: 

To be molded 
to the shape 
of your 
surroundings

this is a complete and radical 
change, we are not going to tidy 
up how we think, but we are to 
make a complete exchange from 
man’s way of thinking to God’s 
methods as portrayed in 
Scripture, and His mandates as 
directed in scripture

According to this passage our goal is to 
find out what the perfect will of God is

the reason is: 
because you 
know

not human religious works

the judgment seat of Christ
Is not going to expose all your bad deeds, or you're a human moral religious service to God; 

but it will expose your precise obedience to the text of written scripture

Just because you can't identify envy, strife, 
and divisions in your life; do you think you're 
free and clear from this setting of scripture?

All church age believers will be evaluated by what 
remains from the purifying fire

This fits with the 
idea of 

conduct

636 ἀποκαλύπτω (apokalyptō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 
1655; Str 601; TDNT 3.563—LN 28.38
to cause something to be fully known
—‘to reveal, to disclose, to make fully 
known, revelation

1256 δεῖ (dei): vb.; ≡ Str 1163; TDNT 2.21—1. LN 71.34 (in the 

impersonal form) it is necessary, it is a must, it is 
an absolute necessity, to have to, often implying 
inevitability, often as in the plan of God

This is not an option. Everyone must be evaluated because 
this is how we are prepared for the coming Kingdom.

3152 κομίζομαι (komizomai), κομίζω 
(komizō): vb.; ≡ Str 2865—1. LN 15.191 carry to, 
bring to (Lk 7:37+); 2. LN 90.92 cause to experience

DOKIMAZO

Otherwise you're just gambling with 
your opinion

What’s important about these 2 words is that context 

clearly indicate it’s a test to expose what’s 
good. 

The fire is burning up that which has no intrinsic value 
and exposing that which does have essential value.

What is going to be 
revealed by fire?

It's certainly not wood hay 
and straw

2876 κατακαίω (katakaiō): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 8596; Str 2618—LN 14.66 burn 
down, consume, be consumed

Once again the evil works are not 
revealed in this evaluation, they are 
consumed.

Because nothing remains, he has no 
rewardable works

Stage 1 justification

The reason he’s saved is because it’s the work Christ that 
remains
 
ALL SIN WAS JUDGED AT THE CROSS

1. there will be an evaluation for every believer’s life. 
Every one of us is going be evaluated. 

2. the issue at the JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST isn’t sin 
or salvation/whether or not we will go to the lake of fire 

the issue is to reward faithfulness, to reward service, to 
reward spiritual growth, to reward time spent that has 
been redeemed walking by means of the Holy Spirit.

3. the Judgment Seat of Christ is for believers only. 
It’s not for unbelievers. 
If anyone fails, it’s not that they go to the Lake of Fire. 
They’re saved because of Christ's righteousness, that 
they received the instant they believed in Jesus 

It’s because if you have 70 years in your life after having been justified 
through faith alone in Christ alone; and you spend 69 years 11 months, 3 
weeks, 6 days, and 23 hours walking by your sin nature, and 1 hour walking 
by the Holy Spirit, you’re going to come up with nothing at the Judgment 
Seat of Christ. 

It’s not because you’re being judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ for sin. 

It’s when the works are evaluated, there just isn't going to be anything there.

means to have a share in the privileges and possession in 
the Kingdom. 

That is, ruling and reigning with Christ.

experientially unrighteous

Revelation 22:12–16 (NKJV)

12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with 
Me, to give to every one according to his 
work. 
13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First 
and the Last.” 

14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that 
they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter 
through the gates into the city. 

15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral 

and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves 
and practices a lie. 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in 

the churches. 

I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”

Jesus began with an evaluation telling 
church age believers if you overcome you 
will have inheritance

komizomai

an economic transaction. 

It means to get something back, to get something in return for what 
you have invested in: to get a return on your effort. 

To get a return on your labor.

2 John 8 (NKJV)

8 Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that 
we may receive a full reward.

Jesus is referring back to the 
church, saying if this is what 
you are, if you are practicing if 
this is your conduct and you 
don't overcome
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