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The Day of the Lord:

The Day of the Lord 
& 

The Day of Wrath

Acts 1:5–8 (NKJV)

5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 

7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 

8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 (NKJV)

1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that  
I should write to you.

2 For you yourselves know perfectly that           the day of the Lord         so comes as a thief in the 
night. 

3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” 

then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 

4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief . 

5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 

6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 

7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 

8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet 

the hope of salvation. 

9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 

11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one 
another, just as you also are doing.

2 Peter 3:1–9 (NKJV)

1 Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder), 
2 that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, 
the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 

3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 

4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of creation.” 

5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in 
the water, 
6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 
7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment 
and perdition of ungodly men. 

8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 

9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, 

in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the 
works that are in it will be burned up. 
11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and 
godliness, 

12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on 
fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 

13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and 
blameless; 
15 and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom 
given to him, has written to you, 
16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught 
and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. 
17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being 
led away with the error of the wicked; 
18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. 
Amen.

The day of Christ is distinct from The Day of the Lord

The day of Christ:

Philippians 1:10 (NKJV)

10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of 
Christ,

Philippians 2:16 (NKJV)

16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.

Philippians 1:6 (NKJV)
6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until

 the day of Jesus Christ;

2 Thessalonians 2:2 (NKJV)
2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though 

the day of Christ had come.

The first appearance of the day of the lord in the book of Acts:

Peter quotes from Joel, only using one point of similarity as fulfillment:

Acts 2:14–21 (NKJV)
14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. 
15 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 

16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; 

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in heaven above And signs in the earth beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day 
of the Lord. 
21 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the Lord Shall be saved.’

The Holy Spirit uses fulfillment passages in New Testament, from the 
Old Testament in different ways:

Example: Old testament literal historical event:
Jeremiah 31:15–17 (NKJV)

15 Thus says the Lord: “A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachel 
weeping for her children, Refusing to be comforted for her children, Because they are no more.” 
16 Thus says the Lord: “Refrain your voice from weeping, And your eyes from tears; For your work shall be rewarded, says 

the Lord, And they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 

17 There is hope in your future, says the Lord, That your children shall come back to their 
own border.

New Testament fulfillment, as if it were prophesied by Jeremiah:
Matthew 2:16–18 (NKJV)
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to 

death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to 
the time which he had determined from the wise men. 

17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, Refusing to 
be comforted, Because they are no more.”
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The Day of the Lord 
& 

The Day of Wrath

Points to the Rapture of the Church

So we want to maintain that distinction between 
1. the day of Christ and 

2. the day of the Lord

Being careful to learn and apply the teachings of scripture that give life. 

Through this knowledge and the application of it, we have a sound basis to eagerly anticipate, that it will be a 
time of rejoicing at the judgment seat of Christ

The only point of similarity was 
pouring out of the Spirit; none of the 

other elements from Peter’s use of the book 

of Joel including the day of the Lord 
are applicable on the day of Pentecost

Joel 2:32 (NKJV)
32 And it shall come to pass That 
whoever calls on the name of the 

Lord Shall be saved. For in 
Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem there shall be 
deliverance, As the Lord 
has said, Among the 
remnant whom the Lord 
calls.

This is not a 
prescription for 
church age 
believers to be 
saved

Matthew 23:39 (NKJV)
39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no 

more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”

a point of similarity The children of Israel were taken 
captive by the Babylonians

This is an 
outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit at the 

end of the 
tribulation, which is 

part of the New 
Covenant that was 
promised by God 

for Israel

Romans 9:4–5 (ESV)
4 They are Israelites, and to 
them belong the adoption, 
the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises. 
5 To them belong the 
patriarchs, and from their 
race, according to the flesh, 
is the Christ, who is God over 
all, blessed forever. Amen.

The last days of Israel
the end of the tribulation

In conclusion: the day of the Lord is used in the context of the Great Tribulation

The Great Tribulation

contrastive conjunction

9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together 
with Him. 

Deliverance from the wrath to come

John 14:3 (NKJV)
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 
also.

Christians will be 
kept from / never 
enter into the day 
of judgment

changing one's mind to believe

A metaphor for the Tribulation 
Period, used to reference the 
shock to unbelievers of the 
sudden and unexpected arrival 
of the Day of the Lord

the day of the Lord

A metaphor for the Tribulation 
Period, used to reference the 
shock to unbelievers of the 
sudden and unexpected arrival 
of the Day of the Lord

But at the 
appointed time 
it was revealed

It wasn't yet the 
time for them 
to know

unexpected and with great discomfort

At some point 
(specifically in the 7 
year peace treaty that 
the antichrist will 
sign) the world will 
think everything is 
secure

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit is unique to the church age

Isaiah 13:6–13 (NKJV)

6 Wail, for the day of the Lord is at hand! It will come as destruction from the 
Almighty. 
7 Therefore all hands will be limp, Every man’s heart will melt, 
8 And they will be afraid. Pangs and sorrows will take hold of them; They will be in pain as a 
woman in childbirth; They will be amazed at one another; Their faces will be like flames. 

9 Behold, the day of the Lord comes, Cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, 
To lay the land desolate; And He will destroy its sinners from it. 
10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will not give their light; The sun will be darkened 
in its going forth, And the moon will not cause its light to shine. 
11 “I will punish the world for its evil, And the wicked for their iniquity; I will halt the arrogance of 
the proud, And will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. 

12 I will make a mortal more rare than fine gold, A man more than the golden 
wedge of Ophir. 

13 Therefore I will shake the heavens, And the earth will move out of her place, In the wrath 
of the Lord of hosts And in the day of His fierce anger.

Nearly 2/3 of the earths population will be annihilated 
during The Great Tribulation; that's somewhere around 

4,666,666,666.00

The N.T. scribes had 
an O.T. 
understanding of  
the Day of the Lord, 
and they did not 
insert some new 
meaning to its N.T. 
use.

mmm

Jeremiah 31: was a description of a historical event that occurred at the 
time of the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC. 

This quote from Jeremiah 31:15 is describing the grief expressed by the 
mothers of Israel. 

They are identified as Rachel. Rachel was the wife of Jacob, and 

Jeremiah is using Rachel as a representation of all of the mothers in Israel.

What is the similarity between the Old Testament and New Testament use 
of the verse?

1. Ramah is located north of Jerusalem in the area of modern Ramallah. 

Bethlehem is south of Jerusalem. 

2. the circumstances of Jeremiah 31:15 are when the sons of 
Israel, the young men who had been fighting against Nebuchadnezzar, 
had now been conquered and taken as prisoners of war. 
They are alive and are being marched off to Babylon. 
Their mothers are weeping because they will never see them again. But 
they are alive. 

In contrast, the mothers who are weeping in Bethlehem are weeping 
because their sons have been killed and they will never see them again. 

There is only one point of commonality:  

That is the point that Matthew is making. 

He is saying what has happened here in Bethlehem is like what 

happened in Ramah in 586 BC. In that sense it fulfills as an application 
of the Jeremiah 31:15  passage.

and that is, the grief expressed by the mothers who will not see their children again.

This refers to the entire church age

10.30.22

the end of the tribulation at the second coming

Synonymous terms:

Revelation 16:14 (NKJV)
14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth 

and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty.

Zephaniah 1:14 (NKJV)

14 The great day of the Lord is near; It is near and hastens quickly. The 
noise of the day of the Lord is bitter; There the mighty men shall cry out.

Speaking of our eternal inheritance 
at the judgment seat of Christ, those 
who do not inherit, will not have the 
same dwelling as those who do 
inherit
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