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The Day of the Lord

Heaven and earth are used in scripture in place of their occupants:

A closer look at Heaven and earth as they’re used in the Old Testament:

Peter begins chapter 3 almost as an introduction to his 2nd letter

In it he lays out the key to understand his thought process.

Be aware of the religious:

2 Peter 3:1–18 (NKJV)

1 Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder), 

2 1. that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, 

 

and
2. of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 

3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 

4 and saying, “Where is the PROMISE of His coming? For since 

the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” 

5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water 
and in the water, 
6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 

7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, 

are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day. 

9 The Lord is not slack concerning His PROMISE, 

as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance. 

10 part A. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, 

 part B. in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, AND the elements will melt be destroyed with  heat; 

 

bothand the earth and the works that are in it

will be burned up.

 

11 Therefore, since   all   these things     will     be dissolved destroyed, what manner of 
persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 

12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which

 the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, AND the elements will melt with fervent heat?

 

13 Nevertheless we, according to His PROMISE, look for new heavens and a new earth 

in which righteousness dwells.

God's PROMISES are intended to motivate the believer to obedience:

2 Peter 1:1–4 & 10-11 (NKJV)
1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the 
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 

3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who 
called us by glory and virtue, 

4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious PROMISES, that through 

these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
:

10 Therefore, brethren, be even more DILIGENT to make your call and election sure, for if you do 
these things you will never stumble; 
11 for so     an entrance     will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 1:16 (NKJV)

16 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.

Judgment of angels from Genesis chapter 6:
2 Peter 2:4–6 (NKJV)

4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of 

darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 

5 and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the 

flood on the world of the ungodly; 

 Fiery Judgment:

6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them 
an example to those who afterward would live ungodly;

The greater context of 2 Peter:

in 2 Peter 3

The entire church age

Peter is teaching that we are to 
view things from God's 

perspective

Isaiah 55:9 (NKJV)
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, So are My ways higher than your 
ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

Peter under inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit 
refutes false teaching 
in relation to 
the future return of 
Christ

11.13.22

Context always reveals the meaning of a passage

So what is Peter’s train of thought as he’s writing this episode, 
under inspiration of the Holy Spirit?

Words 
spoken by the 
holy prophets

Demonic angelic 
influence on 
humanity

This is what he 
already spoke of 
in the previous 
chapter

And what did they speak of?

1.  Fallen angels, reserved for judgment

2. judgment of the ancient world all of humanity

3. fiery judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah

Peter is drawing a comparison between what 
was spoken by the holy prophets,
and 
what he is now going to teach the church; he's being 
very specific in what he’s about to say

Scoffers

Fallen angels All unbelievers

Consistent throughout scripture, when these two phrases are used 
together, it always refers to seven years of tribulation and more specific 
the second coming of Christ at the end of the tribulation

In this study, we are not saying that there is not a complete annihilation of 
the present heaven and earth, but only that Peter is not making reference to 
it when he speaks of the new heaven and earth.

lyō

movement or transitioning from one stage to 
the next stage

Does not mean cease to exist, or annihilation

lyō

It’s movement or transitioning from one stage to the next stage

After we are saved/justified we still have the same body we still have a sin 
nature we still look the same.

But we've transitioned from one stage to the next.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
old things have passed away; behold, all things have 
become new.

Frequently understood to be the sun, moon 
and stars, the galaxies/ the physical universe;

But in context it should be understood as 

the inhabitants of the physical universe

lyō

5122 στοιχεῖον (stoicheion), ου (ou), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ Str 
4747; TDNT 7.670—1. LN 2.1 (pl.) natural substances, the 
materials of the universe (2Pe 3:10, 12+); 2. LN 12.43 (pl.) 
supernatural powers (Col 2:20+), for another interp, see 

next; 3. LN 58.19 (pl.) basic principles, elementary truths

synonymous terms

Fallen 
angels

7 But the heavens and the earth which are now 
preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the 
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

Verse 12 is parallel with verse seven

Galatians 4:3 (NKJV)
3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the 
world.

Colossians 2:8 (NKJV)
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according 
to Christ.

Colossians 2:20 (NKJV)
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as 

though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations—

stoicheion

stoicheion

stoicheion

This is not total 
annihilation, but it’s renewal 
or regeneration:

( en ) markers of the extent 
of time within a unit 

That unit being the day of 
the Lord

3395 λύω (lyō): vb.; ≡ Str 3089; TDNT 2.60—1. LN 18.18 untie, loose from ropes or 
straps (Mk 1:7); 2. LN 37.127 set free, release from condition or circumstance (Lk 

13:16); 3. LN 20.53 destroy, to ruin by tearing or breaking

supernatural powers

synonymous 
parallelism

Parallel with

stoicheion

14.66 κατακαίω; (katakaiō): to destroy 
something by burning—‘to burn 
something down, to burn something up, to 
reduce to ashes.

5067 σπεύδω (speudō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 
4554; Str 4692—2. LN 68.80 cause to happen 
soon (2Pe 3:12+); 3. LN 25.74 be eager 

be diligent to prepare for the day

4216 παρέρχομαι 
(parerchomai): vb.; 1. LN 
15.28 pass. by 67.85 pass 
away, i.e., mark a duration 
of time to have happened 

Jesus referred to his millennial 
reign as the 

regeneration:

Matthew 19:28 (NKJV)
28 So Jesus said to them, 

“Assuredly I say to you, that in 
the regeneration, when the 
Son 

of Man sits on the throne of His 
glory, you who have followed 
Me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.

58.71 καινόςb (kainos), ή, όν; νέοςb, α, ον: pertaining to that which is new or recent and 
hence superior to that which is old—‘new.’
καινόςb: καινοὺς δὲ οὐρανοὺς καὶ γῆν καινήν ‘new heavens and new earth’ 2 Pe 3:13.
νέοςb: καὶ ἐνδυσάμενοι τὸν νέον τὸν ἀνακαινούμενον εἰς ἐπίγνωσιν ‘and putting on the new self which is 
made new in knowledge’ Col 3:10.

kainos kainos

This is not referring to a new quantity; as if it were a 
completely new heaven and earth.

If Peter was referring to a completely new heaven and 
earth, he would've use the word:

But it’s referring to new in quality 

something that already exists and has been qualitatively 
renewed

New	interna*onal	dic*onary	of	New	
Testament	theology
In secular usage kainos denotes that which is 
qualitatively new as compared with what has 
existed until now, that which is better than the 
old, whereas → νέος/neos is used 
temporally for that which has not yet been, 
that which has just made its appearance.

3742 νέος (neos), α (a), ον (on): adj.; ≡ Str 
3501; TDNT 4.896—1. LN 67.115 new, 
pertaining to a recent time (Mk 2:22); 2. LN 
58.71 new, pertaining to what is recent or 
new as a state or class, implying superiority 

no indication that Peter is giving 
this phrase new meaning

Peters audience is Jewish 
believers, he's using a phrase 
they would be familiar with

It's important to note from verse 13 
according to the PROMISE, both 
in the new heavens and the new 
earth righteousness will dwell.

Which is to say the unrighteous 
fallen angels will no longer have 
their abode in heaven.

All fallen angels will be judged at the end of the seven year tribulation, 
when Satan is cast into the bottomless pit.

There will be no demonic influence during the thousand year rain of Christ

Fallen angels

The day of the lord in 2 Peter is a day of transition from one stage to the next stage; 
It describes how heaven and earth will be cleansed of fallen angels, and sinful humanity in preparation for the next stage of human existence in time, 
which will be the kingdom reign of Christ for 1000 years.

Isaiah 66:15–16 (NKJV)

15 For behold, the Lord will come with fire And with His chariots, like a 
whirlwind, To render His anger with fury, And His rebuke with flames of fire. 
16 For by fire and by His sword The Lord will judge all flesh; And the slain of 
the Lord shall be many.

vv. 
22 “For as the new heavens and the new earth Which I will make shall 
remain before Me,” says the Lord, “So shall your descendants and your name 
remain.

Isaiah 65:17–19 (NKJV)

17 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former 
shall not be remembered or come to mind. 

Verse 20
20 “No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, Nor an old man 
who has not fulfilled his days; For the child shall die one hundred years old, 
But the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed.

Verse 23
23 They shall not labor in vain, Nor bring forth children for trouble; For they 
shall be the descendants of the blessed of the Lord, And their offspring with 
them.

Peters audience would have understood the day of the 
Lord as a transition to a new stage in Jewish history:Paul said:

1 Corinthians 13:12 (NKJV)
12  For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. 
Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am 
known.

Paul made it very clear that the revelatory gifts were still 
necessary in his present time because God had not yet 
revealed to him and the other apostles (including Peter) all 
new Testament revelation.

Peter wrote in around 65 AD.

John didn’t write Revelation 21:1 until around 95 AD.
Revelation 21:1 (NKJV) 
21:1  Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was 
no more sea.

Peter didn’t know the heavens and earth were going to be 
annihilated, and a completely new one would be created; 

he was assuming his Jewish audience had an OT 
understanding, when he used the phrase new heavens and 
a new earth that it was going to be a transition from the old, 
to a new stage in Jewish history.

What Peter was doing, was defining specifically 
how “the day of the Lord” would transition to a 
concluding stage of human temporal experience, 
called “new heavens and a new earth“  

Where as John's “new heavens and a new earth“  
in Revelation 21:1 is a complete new Ex Nihilo 
creation of an eternal habitation; the old 
rejuvenated heaven and earth in which Jesus 
rained on Earth as King of kings and lord of lords 
for 1000 years was completely annihilated

This is 
motivation for 
Church age 
believers to 
prepare for the 
judgment seat of 
Christ. 
It's parallel is 
verse 14

4242 παρουσία (parousia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): 

n.fem.; ≡ Str 3952; TDNT 5.858—1. LN 85.25 
presence, coming, advent, being in person

Isaiah 34:4–6 (NKJV)

4 All the host of heaven shall be dissolved, 

And the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll; All their host shall fall 
down As the leaf falls from the vine, And as fruit falling from a fig tree. 
5 “For My sword shall be bathed in heaven; Indeed it shall come 
down on Edom, And on the people of My curse, for judgment. 
6 The sword of the Lord is filled with blood, It is made 
overflowing with fatness, With the blood of lambs and goats, With the 

fat of the kidneys of rams. For the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah, 
And a great slaughter in the land of Edom.

Isaiah 24:21–22 (NKJV)

21 It shall come to pass in that day That the Lord will punish on high 

the host of exalted ones, 

And on the earth the kings of the earth. 
22 They will be gathered together, As prisoners are gathered in the pit, 

And will be shut up in the prison; After many days they will be 
punished.

1 Kings 22:19 (NKJV)
19 Then Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the 

Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by, 
on His right hand and on His left.

2 Kings 17:16 (NKJV)
16 So they left all the commandments of the Lord their God, made for 
themselves a molded image and two calves, made a wooden image and 

worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal.

1000 years

Matthew 23:39 (NKJV)
39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till 

you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of 

the Lord!’ ”

fallen angels

fallen angels

fallen angels

Malachi 3:2–4 (NKJV)

2 “But who can endure the day of His coming? And 

who can stand when He appears? For He is like a 
refiner’s fire And like launderers’ soap. 
3 He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify 
the sons of Levi, And purge them as gold and silver, That they 
may offer to the Lord An offering in righteousness. 
4 “Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem Will be pleasant to 
the Lord, As in the days of old, As in former years.

Referring to what will take 
place in the millennial reign 
of Christ

“Now the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in which the inhabitants of the heavens will 
pass away with a great noise, and the fallen angelic 
host will be destroyed with intense heat, and the 
earth and the works in it will be exposed.

mm

“Heaven” = Angels the inhabitants of heaven.
“Earth” = Humanity the inhabitants of earth.

This is a standard Hebraism, a typical
Hebrew idiom.

He's using these words in place of the two groups of sentient beings

Christ's first advent
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