
Chronology to THE DAY of the Lord & 2 Peter 3   12.1.22
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2 Corinthians 5:10 
10 For we must all 
appear before the 

Judgment seat 
of Christ, so that 
each one may be 
recompensed for his 
deeds in the body, 
according to what he 
has done, whether good 
or bad.

1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 
(NKJV)
16 For the Lord Himself 
will descend from 
heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise 
first. 
17 Then we who are 
alive and remain shall 
be caught up together 
with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the 
air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.

The Tribulation

Revelation 19:11–16 (NKJV)
11 Now I saw heaven opened, 
and behold, a white horse. And 
He who sat on him was called 
Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness He judges and 
makes war. 
12 His eyes were like a flame 
of fire, and on His head were 
many crowns. He had a name 
written that no one knew 
except Himself. 
13 He was clothed with a robe 
dipped in blood, and His name 
is called The Word of God. 
14 And the armies in heaven, 
clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean, followed Him on white 
horses. 
15 Now out of His mouth goes 
a sharp sword, that with it He 
should strike the nations. And 
He Himself will rule them with 
a rod of iron. He Himself 
treads the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. 
16 And He has on His robe 
and on His thigh a name 
written: KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS
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The Seven 
Seal 

Judgments 

The Seven 
Trumpet

Judgments

The Seven 
Bowl 

Judgments

Great Tribulation

Antichrist  
the little 
horn of 
Daniel 7, 
signs a 
peace 
treaty, 
initiating the 
tribulation/ 
the 70th 
week of 
Daniel

Tribulation 
begins

Tribulation 
begins

TO READ THIS 

TIMELINE 
BEGIN HERE

The entire 7 years 
of Tribulation

The Second 
Coming

The second 3 1/2 
years of Tribulation

1 2 3

So we want to maintain that distinction between 
1. the day of Christ and 

2. Day of the Lord

Refers to 
the 

Rapture

Can refer to 
1 of 3 parts 

of the 
tribulation

The word coming can refer to either: 

1. the day of Christ/ the rapture

2. or the day of the Lord; His second coming

Sheep and 
goat judgment

in the 
middle of 
the week he 
shall bring 
an end to 
sacrifice and 
offering. Earth

1.

a.

2.

a.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Chronology to “THE DAY of 
the Lord” 
in the context of its usage

The eschatological day of the lord:

The fiery cleansing:

Nearly every study is teaching us: 
1. what sin is, 
2. how to identify it, and 
3. how to be prepared to enter the final age in human history:

Hebrews 4:1–13 (NKJV)

1 Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have 

come short of it. 

2 For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not 
being mixed with faith in those who heard it. 

3 For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: “So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not 

enter My rest,’ ” although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 

4 For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all His 
works”; 

5 and again in this place: “They shall not enter My rest.” 

6 Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first 

preached did not enter because of disobedience, 
7 again He designates a certain day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a long time, as it has been said: 

“Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.” 

8 For if Joshua had given them rest, then He 
would not afterward have spoken of another day. 
9 There remains therefore a rest for the people of 
God. 
10 For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his 
works as God did from His. 

11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall 
according to the same example of disobedience. 
12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to 
whom we must give account.

4. The future Day of the Lord will be preceded by several events.

Malachi and Joel define the day of the Lord as being ”great and 
dreadful”:

Malachi 4:4–6 (NKJV)

4 “1. Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, Which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel, With the statutes 
and judgments. 

5 2. Behold, I will send you someone with the same spirit as Elijah the prophet Before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 

6 And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest 

I come and strike the earth with a curse.”

2 Thessalonians 2:1–3 (NKJV)

1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 

2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of 
Christ had come. 

3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away 

comes first, and then the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,

Joel 2:30–31 (NKJV)

30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 

31 The 1.sun shall be turned into darkness, And 2.the moon into blood, Before the coming of 

the great and awesome day of the Lord.

12.1.22

Context always reveals the meaning of a passage

The old testament background of Peter’s audience

mm

Lose benefits, blessings, and inheritances, associated with 
His Kingdom Reign

This is “The Judgment Seat of Christ” 
where all church age believers will be evaluated 

for their entrance into this final stage of human 
history; 

where Jesus Christ will rain for 1000 years over 
all the Earth

The second coming of Christ is a major subject throughout scripture from Genesis to 
Revelation, and because of its prominence as a motivational factor for the believer to 
overcome sin in order to prepare for that day. 

We must give due-diligence to gain an accurate understanding of its meaning, until it 
transforms our thinking to an eager eternal hope; where that we find that we have a far greater 
attraction toward that day, than we do the gain of this present world.

When we think of eschatology, last things, the final judgment; it's 
commonly understood to be the culmination of human history brought 
about by God's final judgment on humanity.

But it should be understood as That Day that God cleanses heaven and 
earth of sin and evil in preparation for the next stage of human history 
[where Jesus Christ reigns 1000 years as King of kings and Lord of lords] 

it's a judgment that transitions human history to its final period in time, 

Also referred to as “His rest” which was offered to the exodus 

generation of Jews, but was postponed as a result of their rebellion against 

God; but will find its fulfillment as the result of  “The Day Of The 
Lord” 

Negative judgment because they failed the condition 
for entrance to receive their intended inheritance

“Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your 
hearts.”

God’s revealed will

God’s revealed will in this context, is 

that we are to prepare for this entrance

1. And that Elijah the prophet Will precede the arrival of that day

Revelation 6:12–17 (NKJV)

12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, 

there was a great earthquake; 

and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, 

and the moon became like blood. 
13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when 
it is shaken by a mighty wind. 
14 Then as a result the appearance was that the sky receded as a scroll when it is 

rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place. 
15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, 
the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves 
and in the rocks of the mountains, 
16 and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face 
of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 

17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to 
stand?”

This is at the very end of Malachi. The last verse is Malachi 4:6 

The next verse is going to be 
Matthew 1. This is the last thing that 
God says to the Jews in the Old 
Testament.
Then for almost 400 years He shuts down revelation .

The last thing that He tells the Jews has to do with, Elijah. 

He says 2 things here at the end of the O.T.  He tells them that there are 
two things they need to do: 

1. Remember the Law of Moses and 

2. look for Elijah.”

Then who shows up on the Mount of Transfiguration? Moses and 
Elijah. That’s part of the reason those two are there.

hesib
often translated repent

The rapture and the man of sin/ the antichrist Will precede the arrival of 
that day

Rapture of the church

Matthew 11:13–15 (NKJV)

13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 

14 And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. 
15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear!

Matthew 17:1–5 (NKJV)

1 Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves; 

2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes 
became as white as the light. 

3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking 
with Him. 
4 Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here 
three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out 

of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!”

Revelation 11:3–13 (NKJV)

3 And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two 
hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” 

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the earth. 

5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if 
anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 

6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have 
power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire. 

7 When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit 
will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them. 
8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also our Lord was crucified. 
9 Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies three-and-a-half days, 
and not allow their dead bodies to be put into graves. 

10 And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, 
make merry, and send gifts to one another, because these two 
prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth. 
11 Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered them, 
and they stood on their feet, 

12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” And they ascended to heaven 
in a cloud, and their enemies saw them. 

13 In the same hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. In the 
earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid and gave 
glory to the God of heaven.

3 years and 5 months

1. Sometimes the day of the Lord refers to the entire seven-year 
tribulation, 

2. sometimes it refers to the last 3 1/2 years; 

3. but primarily all uses point to HIS coming HIS second coming/the great 
and dreadful day of God Almighty

The two witnesses have 
to be in the first half of 
the tribulation, due to the 
extreme increase of 
devastation immediately 
following the sixth seal

2.

686 ἀποστασία 
(apostasia), ας (as), ἡ 
(hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 646; TDNT 
1.513—LN 39.34 rebellion, an 
abandonment/ departure, 
an apostasy (Ac 21:21; 2Th 
2:3+)

departure

Daniels 69 weeks (Daniel 9:25)

483 Lunar years

62 weeks of years7 weeks of years

Rebuilding 
Jerusalem
In times of 

distress

Period of time leading up to 
"Messiah the prince" 

(Daniel 9:26)

49 years 434 years

BC 457
From the issuing of 

Artaxerxes decree to 
Nehemiah

27 AD
Jesus ministry 

begins

There is about a 
2000 year prophetic 

gap so far

Previously unrevealed 
church age 

(Ephesians 3:4-10)

The saviors second arrival 
(Daniel 7:13-14)

Daniel's 70th week 
(Daniel 9:27)

7 Lunar years

1 week of years

3 1/2 years 3 1/2 years

The great tribulation
(Daniel 9:27; 12:1)

The prince who is to come 
signs a peace treaty with Israel, 

beginning the last week
(Daniel 9:26-27)

31 AD
The messiah is cut off

Gabriel reveals to Daniel God’s plan and purpose for the nation 
Israel, in 70 weeks of human history (Daniel 9:24-27)

70 AD
Jerusalem and 

the temple 
destroyed

(Daniel 9:26)

The Rapture ends 
the church age

3.

The sun and moon events will precede the arrival of that day4.

In the timeline of tribulation events

The middle of Daniel's 70th week

!
1.

 W
hi

te
 H

or
se

-C
on

qu
er

in
g 

Po
we

r
2.

 R
ed

 H
or

se
-W

ar
 A

nd
 B

lo
od

sh
ed

3.
 B

la
ck

 H
or

se
-F

am
in

e
4.

 P
al

e 
Ho

rs
e-

Pe
st

ile
nc

e 
An

d 
De

at
h

5.
 S

ou
ls 

Un
de

r T
he

 A
lta

r-M
ar

ty
rs

6.
 G

re
at

 E
ar

th
qu

ak
e

1.
 H

ai
l, 

Fi
re

, B
lo

od
2.

 B
ur

ni
ng

 M
ou

nt
ai

n
3.

 S
ta

r W
or

m
wo

od
4.

 S
un

 D
ar

ke
ne

d
5.

 P
la

gu
e 

O
f L

oc
us

ts
Fi

rs
t W

oe
   

   
  

6.
 F

la
g 

O
f H

or
se

m
an

Se
co

nd
 W

oe
   

   
   

 

1.
 H

av
in

g 
M

ar
k 

O
f T

he
 B

ea
st

 B
oi

ls

2.
 S

ea
 O

f B
lo

od
 K

illi
ng

 It
’s 

Cr
ea

tu
re

s

3.
 R

ive
rs

 A
nd

 S
pr

in
gs

 T
o 

Bl
oo

d

4.
 M

en
 S

co
rc

he
d 

W
ith

 G
re

at
 H

ea
t

5.
 B

ea
st

 K
in

gd
om

 F
ul

l O
f D

ar
kn

es
s

6.
 E

up
hr

at
es

 R
ive

r D
rie

d 
Up

7.
 G

re
at

 H
ai

l F
ro

m
 H

ea
ve

n

3 1/2 years 3 1/2 years

Ra
pt

ur
e 

of
 th

e 
ch

ur
ch

2 Corinthians 5:10 
10 For we must all 
appear before the 

Judgment seat 
of Christ, so that 
each one may be 
recompensed for his 
deeds in the body, 
according to what he 
has done, whether good 
or bad.

1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 
(NKJV)
16 For the Lord Himself 
will descend from 
heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise 
first. 
17 Then we who are 
alive and remain shall 
be caught up together 
with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the 
air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.

The Tribulation

Revelation 19:11–16 (NKJV)
11 Now I saw heaven opened, 
and behold, a white horse. And 
He who sat on him was called 
Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness He judges and 
makes war. 
12 His eyes were like a flame 
of fire, and on His head were 
many crowns. He had a name 
written that no one knew 
except Himself. 
13 He was clothed with a robe 
dipped in blood, and His name 
is called The Word of God. 
14 And the armies in heaven, 
clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean, followed Him on white 
horses. 
15 Now out of His mouth goes 
a sharp sword, that with it He 
should strike the nations. And 
He Himself will rule them with 
a rod of iron. He Himself 
treads the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. 
16 And He has on His robe 
and on His thigh a name 
written: KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS
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The Seven 
Seal 

Judgments 

The Seven 
Trumpet

Judgments

The Seven 
Bowl 

Judgments

Great Tribulation

Antichrist  
the little 
horn of 
Daniel 7, 
signs a 
peace 
treaty, 
initiating the 
tribulation/ 
the 70th 
week of 
Daniel

Tribulation 
begins

Tribulation 
begins

TO READ THIS 
TIMELINE 
BEGIN HERE

The entire 7 years 
of Tribulation

The Second 
Coming

The second 3 1/2 
years of Tribulation

1 2 3

So we want to maintain that distinction between 
1. the day of Christ and 

2. Day of the Lord

Refers to 
the 

Rapture

Can refer to 
1 of 3 parts 

of the 
tribulation

The word coming can refer to either: 

1. the day of Christ/ the rapture

2. or the day of the Lord; His second coming

What is it that motivates the believer to overcome 
sin?  Answer: it's the constant reminder of our 

eternal inheritance

Revelation 5:9–10 (NKJV)
9 And they sang a new song, saying: 
“You are worthy to take the scroll, 
And to open its seals; For You were 
slain, And have redeemed us to God 
by Your blood Out of every tribe and 
tongue and people and nation, 
10 And have made us kings and 
priests to our God; And we shall 
reign on the earth.”

these are church age believers 
who have been ruptured and 
have received their rewards

Foundations of 
the Earth or 
shaken as a result 
of the sixth seal

aorist — The aorist verb tense is used by the writer to present the action of a verb as a 
“snapshot” event. The verb’s action is portrayed simply and in summary fashion without 
respect to any process. In the indicative mood, the aorist usually denotes past 
time, while an aorist participle usually refers to antecedent time with respect to the main 
verb. Outside the indicative and the participle, the aorist does not indicate time. “First Aorist” 
refers to the inflected form. First Aorist verbs are marked by an augment (usually a prefixed ε, 
η or ω) and either -σα, -ξα, or -ψα as part of the suffix endings.

verb, aorist, active, 
indicative

The outworking of 
God's justice

There's certainly would 
not be any room for 
celebration Beyond the 
first half of the tribulation

and great fear fell on those who saw them. 

Remember Peter is answering the question: where is the promise of his coming?; 2 Peter 3 is on the second 
coming of Christ

When the phrase: Day of the Lord is used
1. It can refer to a historic (past) judgment
or a future judgment.
2. It always speak of judgment
not blessing, darkness and not light.
3. All past Days of the Lord foreshadow the
future end-time Day of the Lord.

4. The future Day of the Lord will be
preceded by several events.

2 Peter 3
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