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Obedience to the Word results 
in God’s Blessing

Paul under inspiration of the Holy Spirit defines Life and Death:

Identifying sin :

Romans 5:12–21 (NKJV)

12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, 
because all sinned—
13 (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the 
transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 

15 But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the 
gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 
16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense 
resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification. 

17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of 

the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) 
18 Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s 

righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 
19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous. 
20 Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 

21 so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

Romans 6:1–23 (NKJV)

1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 

2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 

3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 

4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His 
resurrection, 
6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 

longer be slaves of sin. 

7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 

9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 

10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 

11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 

13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being 

alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 
16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of 

sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 

17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form 
of doctrine to which you were delivered. 
18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 
19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of 

uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for 
holiness. 
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 

21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 

22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, 

everlasting life. 

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Paul answers the question, what exactly empowers the believer to live a 
spiritual life?

He identifies the power source, as the Holy Spirit and the word of God in 
verse five:

Romans 8:1–10 (NKJV)

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according 
to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 

3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 

4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit. 

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 

of the flesh, 

but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 
8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit 
of Christ, he is not His.

10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

God makes known His will, for mankind to submit to in order for blessing:

Matthew 5:17–20 (NKJV)

17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to 
fulfill. 
18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is 
fulfilled. 

19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means 

enter the kingdom of heaven.

The negative impact of the Law against the sin nature:

What is the purpose of the Mosaic law for the church age?

Romans 7:1–25 (NKJV)

1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as 
he lives? 

2 For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is 

released from the law of her husband. 

3 So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she 

is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man. 

4 Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, 

that you may be married to another—to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to 
God. 

5 For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused by the law were at work in our members to bear 

fruit to death. 

6 But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, 

so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter. 

7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the 

law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, “You shall not covet.” 

8 But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was 

dead. 

9 I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 

10 And the commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death. 

11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me. 

12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. 

13 Has then what is good become death to me? Certainly not! But sin, 

that it might appear sin, was producing death in me through what is 
good, so that sin through the commandment might become exceedingly 
sinful. 
14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
15 For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. 

16 If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good. 
17 But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 
18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is 
good I do not find. 
19 For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. 
20 Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 

21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. 

22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 

23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of 
sin which is in my members. 

24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 

25 I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the 

law of sin.

Humility is recognizing and submitting to 
God's authority over our life, 

as He defines it?

The primary purpose of God's word is to deliver to the 
faithful believer the eternal perspective, 

teaching him how to identify sin, 

in order to transform how we view the entire world 
around us.

Speaking to the 
believer

Physically alive but spiritually dead

Spiritual life through the gift righteousness

Spiritually alive but living as if spiritually dead

Obedience is the manner of life lived

Obedience to doctrine produces Spiritual life 

At the very beginning, when the first man Adam was created, the point of the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil, in the garden of Eden, was to Orient Adam 
to God's AUTHORITY over him

Submitting to God’s AUTHORITY, as He has revealed it, 
throughout scripture is the necessary condition for God's blessing.

And that without this humility there is no blessing

mmm

Things of the world, they are all this worlds attractions that captivate your 
mind

1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV)

15 Do not love the world 

or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 

the Father is not in him. 

16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not 
of the Father but is of the world. 

17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who 
does the will of God abides 
forever.

Any thoughts system other than 
that which is revealed in 
scripture

Romans 6 focuses on the fact that: when we’re saved/ justified through 

faith in Christ, we’re dead to sin.

(we are no longer bound by sin) 

Romans 7 we’re dead to the Law. 
It’s not that Law died, but that we become dead to it. 

IT BREAKS THAT AUTHORITY OF THE LAW.

That’s the point of Paul’s illustration of marriage in verses 2 and 3. 

Contrasted with 

12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. 

This conclusion tells us that the purpose of the illustration is simply to make 

the point that with our identification with 
Christ’s death, we are no longer bound under 

the AUTHORITY of the Law.

The only thing Paul is saying in this illustration is that when two 
people are bound together by the law and there’s a death of one, 

that legal binding is broken. 

Paul's use of the word law here in 
chapter 7 is specifically referring to 

the Mosaic law 

humility

How does the Old Testament define Law?

Psalm 19:1–11 (NKJV)

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork. 
2 Day unto day utters speech, And night unto night reveals knowledge. 

3 There is no speech nor language Where their voice is not heard. 
4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their words to the end of the world. In them He has set 
a tabernacle for the sun, 
5 Which is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, And rejoices like a strong man to run its race. 
6 Its rising is from one end of heaven, And its circuit to the other end; And there is nothing hidden from its 
heat. 

7 The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of 
the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; 
8 The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening 
the eyes; 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the 
honeycomb. 

11 Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping 

them there is great reward.

General revelation

Special revelation

in the OT Dispensation the Law was the means of cleansing from sin. 

How was one cleansed from sin in the OT ? 

By observing the Law: the ritual cleansing, as well as confession before 
God.

Psalm 119:9–24 (NKJV)

9 How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to 
Your word. 
10 With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! 
11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You. 

12 Blessed are You, O Lord! Teach me Your statutes. 

13 With my lips I have declared All the judgments of Your mouth. 

14 I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all riches. 

15 I will meditate on Your precepts, And contemplate Your ways. 

16 I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word. 

17 Deal bountifully with Your servant, That I may live and keep Your word. 

18 Open my eyes, that I may see Wondrous things from Your Law. 

19 I am a stranger in the earth; Do not hide Your commandments from me. 
20 My soul breaks with longing For Your judgments at all times. 

21 You rebuke the proud—the cursed, Who stray from Your commandments. 

22 Remove from me reproach and contempt, For I have kept Your testimonies. 

23 Princes also sit and speak against me, But Your servant meditates on Your statutes. 

24 Your testimonies also are my delight And my counselors.
.
.
.
.

28 My soul melts from heaviness; Strengthen me according to Your word. 

29 Remove from me the way of lying, And grant me Your law graciously. 

30 I have chosen the way of truth; Your judgments I have 

laid before me. 

31 I cling to Your testimonies; O Lord, do not put me to shame! 

32 I will run the course of Your commandments, For You shall 
enlarge my heart.

The other way we’re cleansed is (not just taking heed and 
obeying the Word) but hiding it in our heart/ memorizing it. 

preventative, staying in fellowship

study of the Law is the highest value, the greatest thing that 
a person can do

How much time is spend pursuing this world's great 
wisdom, pursuing wealth, security, the things that money 
can buy, the psalmist is saying he values the Word, with 
the same vigor and intensity that men pursue all the riches 
of the world. 

David views the pursuit of God's word as the path to life

David views the law as a means to deal with 
the hostilities of the world

David choose 
the path for his 
life to be 
dependent on 
God’s revealed 
word

Psalm 37:7–13 (NKJV)
7 Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for 
Him; Do not fret because of him who 
prospers in his way, Because of the man 
who brings wicked schemes to pass. 
8 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; Do 
not fret—it only causes harm. 
9 For evildoers shall be cut off; But those 
who wait on the Lord, They shall inherit 
the earth. 
10 For yet a little while and the wicked 
shall be no more; Indeed, you will look 
carefully for his place, But it shall be no 
more. 
11 But the meek shall inherit the earth, 
And shall delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace. 
12 The wicked plots against the just, And 
gnashes at him with his teeth. 
13 The Lord laughs at him, For He sees 
that his day is coming.

With our nation around us being 
demonically influenced to an ever 
increasing grotesque, socialist 
downward spiral, it's God's word that 
will stabilize our thinking

How does the Old Testament view the Law? 

As a good thing, as a means blessing:

Deuteronomy 6:1–9 (NKJV)

1 “Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the Lord your 
God has commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to 
possess, 

2 that you may fear the Lord your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I 

command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, 

and that your days may be prolonged. 
3 Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well with you, and that 
you may multiply greatly as the Lord God of your fathers has promised you—‘a 
land flowing with milk and honey.’ 

4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 
5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength. 

6 “And these words which I command you today 

shall be in your heart. 

7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 

8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 

9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Psalm 119:92 (NKJV)
92 Unless Your law had been my 
delight, I would then have perished in 
my affliction.

The value of the Law could not be stressed more in the OT. And that’s why it was so 

valued by the Jews when Jesus came. 

The problem was they misunderstood the purpose of the Law. 

It wasn't that they valued something they shouldn’t value; it’s that they valued it for the 
wrong reason. 

They thought that the Law was the path to righteousness before 
God. That by observing the Law, they could acquire the same absolute righteous 
perfection that only could be acquired through the Messiah that the Old Testament 
testified of.

They completely missed the primary focus of Old Testament revelation

The kingdom of heaven in context, is the kingdom of the reign of Jesus 
Christ on earth; as opposed to the earthly kingdoms.

Jesus came to offer the kingdom to Israel
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