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The word of God draws a clear and distinct line, laying out specific criteria 
that distinguishes the spiritually minded person, from the worldly religious 
minded person:

What defines Life and Death ?

The spiritual death of humanity:

Genesis 2:15–17 (NKJV)
15 Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 

17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 

surely die.”

1 Corinthians 15:20–22 (NKJV)
20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

21 For since by man came death, 

Spiritual life for humanity:

by man also came the resurrection of the dead. 

22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.

One exclusive path to a life-like existence after being justified:

John 14:3–6 (NKJV)
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 
4 And where I go you know, and the way you know.” 

5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?” 

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the Life. 

No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.

John 8:31–32 (NKJV)

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide/continue in 
My word, you are My disciples indeed. 

32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Paul under inspiration of the Holy Spirit defines Life and Death:

Identifying sin :

Romans 5:12–21 (NKJV)

12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, 
because all sinned—
13 (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the 
transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 

15 But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the 
gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 
16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense 
resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification. 

17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of 

the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) 
18 Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s 

righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 
19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous. 
20 Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 

21 so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

Romans 6:1–23 (NKJV)

1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 

2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 

3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 

4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His 
resurrection, 
6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 

longer be slaves of sin. 

7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 

9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 

10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 

11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 

13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being 

alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 
16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of 

sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 

17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form 
of doctrine to which you were delivered. 
18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 
19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of 

uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for 
holiness. 
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 

21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 

22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, 

everlasting life. 

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 7:1–25 (NKJV)
1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as he 
lives? 

2 For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is 
released from the law of her husband. 

3 So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she 
is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man. 

4 Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to 

another—to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God. 

5 For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused by the law were at work in our members to bear 

fruit to death. 

6 But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the 
newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter. 
7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law. 
For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, “You shall not covet.” 
8 But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was 

dead. 

9 I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 

10 And the commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death. 

11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me. 
12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. 

13 Has then what is good become death to me? Certainly not! But sin, that it might appear sin, was producing death in 
me through what is good, so that sin through the commandment might become exceedingly sinful. 
14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
15 For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. 
16 If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good. 
17 But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 
18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is 
good I do not find. 
19 For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. 
20 Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 
21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. 
22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in my members. 

24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 
25 I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the 
law of sin.

Romans 8:1–10 (NKJV)

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according 
to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 
3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 
4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 

of the flesh, 

but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 
8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit 
of Christ, he is not His.

10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

Where is your source for reality:

God’s word is actual reality, it’s absolute truth, 
Romans 12:16 (NKJV)

16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. 

Do not be wise in your own opinion.

Standard for evaluating the church age believer at the judgment seat of 
Christ:

God gives us the criteria for successful confident standing, at the 
judgment seat of Christ:

1 Corinthians 3:5–15 (NKJV)
5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 
6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 
7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. 
8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 
9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building. 
10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another 

builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds 
on it. 

11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 

13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it 

will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 

14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 
15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

Romans 14:10–12 (NKJV)
10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ. 
11 For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God.” 
12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.

2 Corinthians 5:7–11 (NKJV)
7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. 
9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 
11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well 
known in your consciences.

Humanity has the free will to choose 
between:
1. Submitting to God’s authority over him
2. Or choosing an independent path that 
leads to death

!

The key to life is 
that a person must be

Is it you, or the word of God?

Jesus Christ is the path, He is revealed truth that produces life 

leads to the Father

3847 ὁδός (hodos), οῦ (ou), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 784, 2006; Str 

3598; TDNT 5.42—1. LN 1.99 road, path, way, route

hodos

The specific process by which we come to the father is made known through truth

All other ways produce death, no matter 
the perceived quality of one's present 
existence

continuing in the word of God is an absolute necessity four truths to be known, that 

produces freedom from carnal thinking, freedom from carnal thinking is life.

There's a lot of Christians that are certain they have it all 
figured out.

But like the scribes and Pharisees teaching for doctrine 
the commandments of men; they have their own set of 
moral rules/ doctrines to live by, having persuaded 
themselves that their own doctrine will stand up against 
the doctors of Christ, at the judgment seat of Christ.

Speaking to the 
believer

The primary purpose of God's word is to deliver to the 
faithful believer the eternal perspective, 

teaching him how to identify sin, 

in order to transform how we view the entire world 
around us.

It doesn't matter how much wisdom you collect through 
human experience, the source of that wisdom is death.

Human opinion is less than rubbish.

Your moral opinion or mine is no better than that of a Catholic, or a 
Buddhist, or Hindu, Baptist, Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopal, or 
Pentecostal, or the moral opinions of all of this worlds religions combined. 

All of them, are filled with billions of people who have religious opinions 
developed from their human experience.

We are made of flash the same as everyone else; we don't want to be so 
arrogant to think that somehow your human moral opinion, or mine will be 
any more pleasing to God than anyone else. 

My human opinion will not stand side-by-side 
with the revealed will God, as an equal standard 
for evaluation at the judgment seat of Christ

The only thing that God is going to look at, at the 
judgment seat of Christ, will be Bible doctrine that you 
cared enough to know and obey

Is it actual reality 
or is it a mirage

The only thing that will remain will be our obedience to truth as 
revealed in scripture.

Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV)

18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with 
the Spirit,

Colossians 3:16 (NKJV)

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Walking in the Spirit is not a mystical subjective 
experience!

It's 1. confession of sin, which returns us to 
fellowship with the Holy Spirit

2. Learning the word of God specifically, 
and meditating on it, and obeying it

by means of
So it's important that 
we know it, and that 
we do it

Physically alive but spiritually dead

Spiritual life through the gift righteousness

Spiritually alive but living as if spiritually dead

Obedience is the manner of life lived

Obedience to doctrine produces Spiritual life 

Paul stresses the importance of living our 
lives according to doctrine after having 
been justified, and the severe 
consequences of disobedience

mmm

Things of the world, they are all this worlds attractions that captivate your 
mind

1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV)

15 Do not love the world 

or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 

the Father is not in him. 

16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not 
of the Father but is of the world. 

17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who 
does the will of God abides 
forever.

It matters to God how we live as a Christian.

There are eternal consequences for those who 
live on their own terms

Death in the context throughout this study, is the 
Christian life without obedience to God's word

Any thoughts system other than 
that which is revealed in 
scripture
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