
Human Morality versus newness of the Spirit 3.23.23

- 74 -

3.23.23

1.

a.

2.

a.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Morality versus newness of the 
Spirit 

When God created Man, he created him a perfect man with freedom of choice:

We as church age believers have been given that opportunity through Jesus Christ, to 
make the choice to be spiritually minded:

Colossians 3:2–3 (NKJV)

2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

Romans 12:16 (NKJV)

16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your 
own opinion.

Romans 8:5–7 (NKJV)

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of 
the Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.

The following command given by the law of Moses, was more than the children of 
Israel having only received the limited redemptive feature of the human spirit, could 
fulfill:

Deuteronomy 6:5–9 (NKJV)
5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

6 “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 
7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, 
and when you rise up. 
8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Romans 8:3–4 (NKJV)

3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, 

God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 

4 so that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but 

according to the Spirit.

Paul’s teachers an ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE to motivate obedience:

Philippians 3:12–4:1 (NKJV)
12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 
13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those 
things which are ahead, 
14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if 
in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 
16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind. 

17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. 

18 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 

19 whose end is destruction, whose god is Their belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things. 

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue 
all things to Himself. 
1 Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved.

All sin originates in the core thinking of the soul:

Mental attitude SIN:

Romans 7:6 (NKJV)

6 But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the 
newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter.

7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, 
I would not have KNOWN sin except through the law. 

For I would not have KNOWN covetousness unless the law had said, “You shall not covet.”

We must understand what the Law means to the Church:

Exodus 20:1–17 (NKJV)
1 And God spoke all these words, saying: 
2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before Me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth; 
5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to 
the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 
6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 

7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, 
nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 

11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed 
the Sabbath day and hallowed it. 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 

13 “You shall not murder. 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, 

nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.”

Mental attitude sins:

Matthew 5:27 (NKJV)

27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 

28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

Matthew 15:18–20 (NKJV)

18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. 

19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies. 
20 These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not 
defile a man.”

James 1:14–15 (NKJV)

14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 

15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.

Galatians 5:19–26 (NKJV)

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

The primary purpose of God's word is to deliver to the 
faithful believer the eternal perspective, 

teaching him how to identify sin, 

in order to transform how we view the entire world 
around us.

Features of Regeneration in each dispensation:
1. Old testament…  human spirit

2. New Testament… human spirit and Holy Spirit

3. Tribulation
4. The Millennial reign of Christ

When Adam sinned he died spiritually, he lost the ability to comprehend 
and assimilate divine revelation.

He became what Paul termed as the natural man = (of the earth, 

earthly; in other words spiritually dead)

The natural man is dichotomous = made of 2 parts: 

1. body and 
2. soul 

whereas the spiritual man is trichotomous = made of 3 parts:
1. body, 
2. soul and 
3. spirit

All of Adam's descendants were born into sin, with a sin nature, and 
being spiritually dead we were unaware and unable to identify 
sin, or how the totality of human experience, in every category, is fully saturated with the 
effect of sin; including nature itself, to the farthest reaches of the universe

The law was given: 
1. to expose sin, and thereby reveal to man his total depravity. That all 
human thought systems come from this state of total depravity; thereby making it 
impossible for the natural man to attain to God's standard of moral perfection, as revealed 
in the law of Moses.

2. It was given to the children of Israel as a justified nation to regulate the 
people as a nation in terms of criminal law, civil law, and ceremonial law.

3. that Israel as a priest nation would convey God’s righteous requirement to the 
nations of the world

That's not to say there isn't a sense of sin and guilt,  
but the specifics and extent of its cancerous nature 
are hidden to the natural man.

created not to be independent from God's guidance; but with the freedom to choose to 
submit to God's authority to guide. 

So that under God’s authority over His creation, man would be both instructed and able to 

walk, in the way of life

teach God’s authority and 
instruction to the way of life

pattern of thought

They are narcissists, arrogant, self-absorbed, greedily feeding on their 
own desires. 

Their belly is their narcissistic arrogant self-absorbed determination to 
satisfy everything that bubbles like a cancer oozing from their sinful 
nature.

So what they pursue, what they 
glory in is in their despicable 
works, it's what brings shame to 
their activity; from the 
perspective of the godly 
onlooker.

However we as a church age believers also have two choices; whether we 
will you to the word of God, or whether we will choose to suppress the 
truth.

There's only two choices on the menu:
1. We’re either walking by means of the Spirit, serving God, or 
2. you’re walking after the desires of the flesh for the things of this world, 
serving your sinful nature.

It's up to you and I to set our minds on that first choice, 

the things of the Spirit, so that we can identify the source and value of 

what we're going to pursue each and every day.

Romans 1:18 (NKJV)
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,

Notice Paul is identifying sin, that they are those 
who have 
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of his heart as sin
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All the previous sins Listed of the 10 commandments: were overt sins and on the one hand 
easy to identify from a moral value perspective, 
But also on the other hand, they're easy to rationalize from a human moral perspective:  

But the last sin on the list is one you can't hide 
from.  That's coveting.  It's a mental attitude sin and everybody 
has mental attitude sins.  It's the manifestation of the lust 
patterns in the sin nature.  

Whether it's envy, strife, hatred, bitterness, jealousies, pride, or one of the many lusts.

So Paul zeroes in on this particular commandment because he could rationalize the other nine.  

But when he comes to a Mental Attitude Sin, 

this is where no one escapes, everyone falls prey to the sin nature in this category.

I've never lied about my neighbor, never stolen anything, never 

committed adultery, never murdered, never disrespectful to 
my parents……

The tendency is to check off the list, and feel morally superior.

And Assume on this basis you're in pretty good standing with God

1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV)

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

16 For all that is in the world—

1. the lust of the flesh, 

2. the lust of the eyes, and 

3. the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 

17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will 
of God abides forever.

mmm

This is speaking of the moment that one yields in 
his mind, to his sin nature’s desire, for what he 
should not have.

How does the Law apply to the Christian? 

Answer: By analogy, it teaches that righteousness doesn’t come by the Law 

but by grace. 

That we can’t satisfy God’s righteous standard through morality in 
the flesh.

That God's standard of morality can only be accomplished 
when we were in submission to the Holy Spirit and the word 
of God is in our soul

Paul emphasizes the need of the transformative 
power of the Holy Spirit, in conjunction with the 
word of God.

Man is totally dependent on 
God's empowerment

The Bible is God giving man the opportunity to choose to be 
delivered from death too life

This is why a spotless lamb sacrifice was instituted 

by God, that would put off there sins year after 
year; until the arrival of the Savior Jesus Christ

Hebrews 10:1–10 (NKJV)

1 For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, 

can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who 
approach perfect. 

2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the 

worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins. 

3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 
4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. 
5 Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body 
You have prepared for Me. 

6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure. 

7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— In the volume of the book it is written of Me— To do Your 
will, O God.’ ” 
8 Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had 
pleasure in them” (which are offered according to the law), 

9 then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.” He takes 
away the first that He may establish the second. 
10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

58.65 σκιάc, ᾶς (skia), a faint archetype 
which foreshadows a later reality

But this is what 
happened in Christ

Justification for the children of Israel featured the 
human spirit only. Giving them the ability to 
comprehend doctrine, but no power to fulfill it

On account of the power 0f 
the sin nature

He broke the power that the 
sin nature had over man

Hebrews 9:24–26 (NKJV)
24 For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 
25 not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place 

every year with blood of another—

26 He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, 
once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

Not that the Christian walk isn't a moral walk, but 
that godly morality (which is defined by the 
mandates of scripture) is fulfilled by the power of the 
Holy Spirit

Godly morality is 

impossible to 

accomplish under the sway of 
human flesh

be completed
Passive voice 

passive — The grammatical voice that signifies that 
the subject is being acted upon; i.e., the subject 
is the receiver of the verbal action.

Which is impossible to fulfill under the sway 
of the sin nature in human flesh

In the church age, God has provided the necessary tools for us to fulfill His will, it's up to you 

and I whether we make the choice to utilize them 
In the following passage we have an example of two 
choices being made

1. One group chooses to yield to the word of God

2. The other group, to resist, and suppress

Since we are no longer serving under 
the “oldness of the letter,” but under 

“the newness of the Spirit;” we now 
have the opportunity to resist 
sin before it takes hold in the 
mind 

From this perspective in Romans 7:13-25 Paul 
describes the mental turmoil in the soul of a believer 
who desires to obey the word of God, but doesn't yet 
have the Biblical understanding to overcome the sin 
that's taken hold in his mind.

Godly morality is 

impossible to 

accomplish under the sway of 
human flesh

Romans 8:8 (NKJV)
8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV)
23 O Lord, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is 
not in man who walks to direct his own steps.

Human
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