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Paul's primary purpose is to transform our understanding to this new reality 
of who we know are in Christ:

a Birdseye view

Paul is establishing the foundation for the spiritual walk:

The purpose of the resurrection analogy:
Romans 6:1–23 (NKJV)
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 
2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 

3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 

4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

Paul demonstrates that the spiritual life is now possible on the basis of the 
resurrection from the dead:

5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves of sin. 
7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 

The ultimate issue now is placed on our volition, to think understand 
and CHOOSE to whom we will enslave ourselves to:

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 

9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 

10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 

11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 
13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and 

your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 

16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that 

one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 

17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 

18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 

19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of 

lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 

21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 

22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 6 Paul focuses our attention on our position in Christ and all that 
we are given in Christ. 

Romans 7 Paul then focuses our attention on the fact that we are incapable 
of solving these problems on our own through morality. 

Romans 8  Paul directs our attention to the power source that enables us to 
obey God's word.

Then finally Paul draws our attention to the end goal of the spiritual life:

Many verses have 2 parts and sometimes 3 and 4 parts that are the 
construct of a complete sentence:

Romans 8:1–7 (NKJV)
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but 
according to the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 
3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 
4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 

5 part 1. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, 

part 2.but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 

6 part 1. For to be carnally minded is death, part 2.but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace. 

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.

Anointing of 1 John 2:

Context defines the meaning of a word:

1 John 2:18–29 (NKJV)

18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now 

many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 

19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with 
us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 

20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 

21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you 

know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 

22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 

23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son 
has the Father also. 

24 Therefore let THAT abide in you WHICH YOU HEARD from the 
beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will 

abide in the Son and in the Father. 

25 And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life. 

26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 

27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone 

TEACH you; but as the same anointing TEACHES you concerning all things, and is true, and is 

not a lie, and just as it has TAUGHT you, you will abide in Him. 

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before 
Him at His coming. 

29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.

4.23.23

The primary purpose of God's word is to deliver to the 
faithful believer the eternal perspective, 

teaching him how to identify sin, 

in order to transform how we view the entire world 
around us.

Romans 6.7.8.

1.

THINK

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your MIND, that you 
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.

Key terms: 
life  
dead

holiness/ sanctification
righteousness
baptism
resurrection

Flesh
Spirit

1 Peter 1:24–25 (NKJV)
24 because “All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the 
grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 

25 But the word of the Lord endures 
forever.” Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.

1 Corinthians 3:9–15 (NKJV)

9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building. 

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the 

foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 

11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 

12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw, 
13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; 
and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 

14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 
15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

not man's building, not yours not mine

It's not the miss used word 
that's going to endure

The purpose of becoming saved isn’t just so we can spend eternity in 
heaven, but so that we can have the abundant life today that prepares us for a 
for greater quality of eternal experience. 

It's so that we can glorify God in our life today, and be a consistent witness 
for Him, and grow to spiritual maturity, serve Him in the body of Christ in the 

local church, and be used by Him to reach the fallen world in 
our workplaces, neighborhoods, families and so on.

Through the baptism by means of Holy Spirit at the instant of salvation we are 
placed in Christ. 
That means that we are intimately and eternally identified with His death, burial 
and resurrection.

And it is the resurrection aspect that is so vital because that’s the 
point of his analogy. 

The purpose is that as Christ was raised to new life  
so we are raised to a new life that we are now to walk in

the resurrection from the dead is the event in Christ, that broke the 

sin nature’s power so that at the instant of justification sin should no longer 
rule the daily experience of the believer. 

Our day-to-day walk no longer needs to be dominated by sin.

Paul presents this as an absolute transition that takes place. 

At the instant of salvation the tyranny of the sin nature is completely and 
irrevocably broken; not annihilated. 

So it doesn’t mean that we don’t have a sin nature and that we cannot 
yield to it. 

 This is how everybody is, no matter how good, intelligent, productive, or 

kind; the production of the unbeliever is, and always yields death. 

It is not until we receive the imputation of God’s righteousness, declared just, 
regenerated and become a new creature in Christ that that power is broken. 

But the sin nature is still there, and the habit patterns formed under the thought 

systems of the sin nature, as an unbeliever, are still there.

 A sin nature refers to 
the fact that every individual is under the penalty of sin, and has been corrupted in terms of his core 
constitution by his nature's power over his daily choices. 

So it is the natural man’s/ the old man’s proclivity for rebellion against God. 

And prior to salvation being spiritually dead, there is only one option, and that’s to: 
1. live like a spiritually dead person, 
2. separated from God, 
3. divorced from the source of life, 
4. incapable of doing anything that has eternal value before God.

a capacity for something

We refer to as the sin nature

6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that 

we should no longer be slaves of sin. 

7 For he who has died has been freed from sin.

With the exception of: 
1. the death of Jesus Christ being both spiritual and 

physical, and 
2. our identification with Christ’s death the moment we 

were justified; 

all other occurrences of death are (also neither physical death or 

eternal death), the consequences of disobedience in time; it’s 
what's experienced in our present state of existence as a 
result of sin !!!

It ultimately boils down to responding to what God 
says is true, because God says it is true. 
He says that we are now dead to the sin nature and 
we should not yield to the sin nature, we should not 
put ourselves back into the position of 

slavery to our sin nature, because positionally 

we are now slaves of righteousness. 

So it is our choice. 

The problem of how to deal with sin, has 
limited spiritual maturity for multitudes of Christians. 

What do you do with a believer who is a child of God but 
sins like a child of the devil? 

The issue is really unbelief; the carnally 
minded Christian just can't believe that Jesus Christ solved 
the problem of sin apart from man's involvement !

This world’s system of thinking, that man has to in 
some measure be involved with good works, in order 
to please God, in order to obtain and maintain his internal 
position as a child of God

2.

3.

Spiritual growth is more than simply a choice. It is a choice that is based on biblical truth. 

There is an emphasis in this section on coming to know everything that God has provided for 
us, that it is not just a matter of choosing not to sin versus sinning. 

It’s a choice based on growing and increasing in knowledge of truth. 

Our growth is not apart from knowledge, knowledge alone is insufficient; it needs 

something else, it needs the Holy Spirit.

4.

The CONSEQUENCES that are presented throughout this section of 
Romans 6,7,8 are life or death, not in terms of eternity in heaven, or 
eternal death/ condemnation, but: 
1. experiencing the fullness of life presently. 

2. or living as though you are still spiritually dead experiencing a life of 
corruption because of living on the basis of the sin nature. 

So the consequences are not just eternal, they focus on the present 
here and now, and they will conclude affecting our eternal experience

5.

Human effort and morality are not only irrelevant but incapable of solving the problem. 

There is a difference between morality and SPIRITUALITY. 

SPIRITUALITY has to do with the walk according to the Spirit  Romans 8. 

Romans 7 Paul as a believer is still trying to live according to the moral system of the law, 
but Paul makes it blatantly clear that it is impossible for the natural man to fulfill God’s 
moral stand. 

So morality and human effort are irrelevant in the sense that they can’t overcome the 
problem of the sin nature. 

In answering the question, how do I live as a slave of righteousness? 

It can’t be done by just trying to be moral, trying to do the right thing

6.

It can only be done by:
Galatians 5:16 (NKJV)
16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the 
flesh.

Parallel chapter to Romans 8

Romans 8:1 (NKJV)
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ 
Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the 
Spirit.

Romans 7 Paul emphasizes that the law is good, but it is limited. And the 
limitation of the law is that it only exposes sin, but it doesn’t provide power to 
overcome sin.

7.
Every believer struggles with sin. 

The more specific knowledge we have of the purpose of Christ's 
death burial and resurrection, the more we grow as a believer, 
the more we realize how exceedingly sinful sin is, and how 
pervasive it is in our life and thinking. 

The new believer isn’t as conscious of sin as a more mature 
believer. 

The more we grow and mature as a believer and become aware 
of the sinfulness and extensiveness of sin, we then realize how 
totally impossible it is to live the Christian life. 

We realize that it can’t be done in our power; it can 
only be done in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

8.

It's only when we understand, and grasp the full extent of 
Jesus Christ’s complete and perfect provision, that by means 

of the Holy Spirit we can begin genuine spiritual 
growth and victory.

9.

Romans 8:12–17 (NKJV)
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 

13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 

of the body, you will live. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 
15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption 
by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 
16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ if indeed we suffer 

with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

Identifying those parts  is part of the context 
that brings clarity to its meaning

Romans 8:1–4 (NKJV)

1 part 1. There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in 

Christ Jesus, part 2. who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the spirit.

verses with 
2 parts

mm

verb, 
passive, 
imperative

Hebrews 8:5 (NKJV)
5 who serve the copy and shadow of 

the heavenly things, as Moses 
was divinely instructed 

when HE WAS ABOUT TO 

make the tabernacle. For 
He said, “See that you 

make all things according to the 
pattern shown you on the mountain.”

Colossians 3:16

The spiritual life is an impossible endeavor through human religion.

Colossians 3:16 tells us to let the word of Christ dwell in us richly….

This is much much more than memorizing scripture, it's about comprehending the 
intended meaning of scripture !!!

5984 χρῖσμα (chrisma), ατος (atos), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ Str 5545; 

TDNT 9.493—LN 37.107 assignment, to a particular 
task, formally, an anointing (1Jn 2:20, 
27+)

✴

 knowledge 
through teaching

✴

 knowledge 
through teaching

✴

 knowledge 
through teaching

John 15:7–11 (NKJV)

7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what 
you desire, and it shall be done for you. 
8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My 
disciples. 

9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 

10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I 

have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 
11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that 
your joy may be full.

Anointing 

is the task of 
faithfulness to the 
TRUTH, in the face 
of opposition, that they 
received, having been taught 
the word of God

Because you've been in fellowship with the Holy 
Spirit you have received the instruction of God’s word

What we have been taught by the apostles concerning our service 
as it is spelled out in scripture; has been assigned to us by God.

We received it (as if it had been directed specifically to us) into our soul as 
from the Holy Spirit that abides in us

purpose — A purpose conjunction indicates 
the goal or aim of the action denoted by the 
word, phrase, or clause to which it is joined.

Conjunction, 
adverbial purpose

Equivalent to keeping His commitments

Obedience to the task assigned

Judgment Seat 
of Christ

chrisma

chrisma

chrisma

They did not unite 
with all of us with 
the same goal and 
purpose, to know 
and obey God's 
word

1438 διδάσκω (didaskō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 4340; 

Str 1321; TDNT 2.135—LN 33.224 teach, 

provide instruction

didaskō didaskō

didaskō

The teaching was to

of the Spiritual Life
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