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Romans 6, 7 & 8 are the greatest chapters in all of scripture 
teaching the mechanics of the spiritual life to for church edge believers:

Keywords in Romans establishing context:

Defining katakrima:

Romans 8:1–4 (NKJV)

1 part 1. There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, 

Why isn't part 2 in all of the English translations?

part 2. who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the spirit. 

Versus 2, 3 and 4 are giving further explanation to verse 1:

2 For 1.the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from 2.the law of sin and death. 

3 For what 3.the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness 

of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 

4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us                    

who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the spiritt. 

What kind of condemnation is Paul referring to in Romans 8:1?

Is it temporal or eternal ?

Context tells us that it's not talking about how to get justified, or how to be righteous 

anymore. 

It's talking about what happens when righteous people, those who are justified, are 

living according to the FLESH.

Paul (a justified New Testament believer) is speaking in the first person when he says:

The pivotal point for the spiritual life was the dynamic of the 
dispensational shift on the day of Pentecost; where the Holy Spirit now 
indwells all believers and with the tyranny of the sin nature being 
broken, the Holy Spirit empowers the believer to overcome sin, and 
obey God's righteous requirement.

The purpose of Romans 7 is to demonstrate the church age believer’s 
absolute necessity to rely on the Holy Spirit:

The law of Christ :

The law was our tutor :

4.13.23

The primary purpose of God's word is to deliver to the 
faithful believer the eternal perspective, 

teaching him how to identify sin, 

in order to transform how we view the entire world 
around us.

Romans 8.
God intends this chapter to revolutionize: 
1. Our thinking in terms of how we carry out our daily decisions 
2. And what motivates our daily activities

The only way to be of any spiritual benefit to anyone, is through a precise knowledge of God's word first
Good intentions using bad doctrine, is just one blind person leading the other blind into the ditch

If there's any life in the Christian's daily walk 
it's because he's relied on the Holy Spirit through his 

comprehension of divine truth, 
to generate that life
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Romans 7:24 (NKJV)

24 O wretched man that I am! Who will 
deliver me from this body of death?

verb

noun

since the law ended, the church is not under the law and the law is not the 
basis for the spiritual life in the church age.

Believers in the Church Age are under a higher law. 

We are under the law of Christ. 

God’s intended challenge for the church age believer under the 
Law of Christ, for example: 

the law of love and the law of faith is what we have in the New Testament, 

and this involves thought. 

We are required to think it through in order to understand what these things 
mean in terms of the law of Christ which is to love one another as 
Christ loved us. We have to think that through as it is spelled out in scripture.  

That is more complicated because the first thing we have to do is figure out 
what love means in terms that God defines it in His word. 

Most people don't have a clue what loved means, because they 
approach it with assumptions from their preconceived ideas, 
but scripture defines it:

John 13:34 (NKJV)
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another.

Romans 3:27–28 (NKJV)

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of 
faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.

Colossians 2:1–4 (NKJV)

1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as 
have not seen my face in the flesh, 

2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all 

riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of 
God, both of the Father and of Christ, 

3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

4 Now this I say lest anyone should 
deceive you with 
persuasive words.

That just as the old testament believer was powerless to obey the law; it is also 
impossible for the New Testament believer to obey the word of God, 

without first we obtain an accurate 
understanding of it, and the 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit to do 
it.

Once again; when the New Testament believer is walking in bad doctrine, no 
matter how moral he is, he's out of fellowship with the Holy Spirit, 

and powerless to please God.

It doesn't matter how spiritual he demonstrates himself to be, it doesn't matter 
how he feels concerning his diligence, or how diligent or sincere you think 
the other person is, if doctrine is misapplied, he's out of fellowship. 

God is simply not pleased: no matter how 
zealous a Christian is with his volume of scripture 
memorized, and miss-used.

39.29 ἀγωνίζομαιa; ἀγώνa (agōn), ῶνος m; πάλη, ης 
f: to engage in intense struggle, involving physical or 
nonphysical force against strong opposition—‘to 
struggle, to fight.’

Paul's goal was not that they should have full assurance of 
their misunderstanding

Paul clearly indicates that the believer can have accurate 
understanding

The purpose of Paul's 

great conflict

God’s intended 
challenge for the church 
age believer is once again 
authority orientation, 
as it was with Adam in The 
Garden.

It is about our will being 
enabled in this present 
age; with the power of the 
sin nature broken, and the 
indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, to put forth the effort 
and determination to 
obtain a precise 
understanding of God's 
law, so that it can be 
carried out under the 
power of the Holy 
Spirit, and this will 
produce eternal life.

Isaiah 55:9 (NKJV)

9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your 
ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

Paul said: 

In biblical times in Roman, when you were a little child, you had a pedagogue. 

You had a hired slave and that slave's job was to walk around and tell you 
"you can do this and you can't do that, don't do this don't do that." 

Everything was defined for you. 

Then once you reached maturity and you are a huios (an adopted adult 

son) then all of a sudden you have to live your life based on principle and 
you are the one that has to apply the principle and make the decisions.

The Jews were like a little child. The Law was like a pedagogue that told them 
"Do this. Do that. Don't do this. Don't do that.” 

Everything in life was spelled out by the law. 

However with this new dynamic in the Church Age, now we are expected to 
know the principles of revelation under the teaching ministry of the 
Holy Spirit, we have a greater degree of responsibility to learn the Word 
and to apply it, because we've been empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

Unlike the old testament, today with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, we 
are required to a much greater involvement of 
our thinking. 

This is why many in the Church Age fail spiritually, because they prefer the 
easy route of human religion that requires no effort of thought. Their sinful 
nature latches onto this world's system, and because it feels good, they feel 
spiritual, they feel the presence of the Holy Spirit, they're comforted in their 
deception. 

But in the Church Age we are under a higher 
law that requires effort on our part to think 
and understand, the Law of Christ.

Galatians 3:24–26 (NKJV)

24 Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

25 But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 
26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

4080 παιδαγωγός (paidagōgos), οῦ (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ Str 3807; TDNT 5.596—LN 36.5 guardian, 
custodian, superviso
In classical times, a παιδαγωγός was a man, usually a slave, whose task it was to conduct 
a boy to and from school and to supervise and direct his general conduct. 

Ephesians 4:14–15 (NKJV)
14 that we should no longer be 

children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with 
every wind of 

doctrine, by the trickery 
of men, in the cunning craftiness of 
deceitful plotting, 
15 but, speaking the truth in love, 
may grow up in all things into Him 
who is the head—Christ—

katakrima – is the noun

used 3× only in New Testament; all in
Romans 5:16 & 18,  8:1

Emphasis is not on eternal punishment,

but on the consequences of sin.

Context clearly indicates that   this is a word focusing on
the consequences of sin in the 
believer’s life, not eternal 
punishment.

Romans 5:16–18 (NKJV)
16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the 

judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift 

which came from many offenses resulted in justification. 
17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those 
who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life 
through the One, Jesus Christ.) 
18 Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in 

condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all 

men, resulting in justification of life.

katakrima

katakrima

katakrima

Temporal death like experience in time

Romans 8:13 (NKJV)

13 For if you live according to the flesh you 
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 

the deeds of the body, you will live.

it's important to understand the difference in this word katakrima and why this 
particular word is used. 

 

Our English definition of condemnation is primarily a declaration of guilt. 

But the word katakrima goes beyond declaration of guilt to punishment, the 
result of guilt. 

That's important to understand in this context, because when we use the phrase that they're 
condemned, we're thinking that they're guilty and we're thinking eternal. 

BUT if the word primarily means just the idea of punishment it could relate to: 
1. eternal punishment 
2. temporal Divine discipline, the present consequences of living according to the sin 

nature; which fits the context here in Romans 8:1. 

LN 56.31 κατακρίνω; κατάκρισις, εως f; κατάκριμα (katakrima), τος n; καταδικάζω; καταδίκη, ης f: 
to judge someone as definitely guilty and thus subject to punishment—‘to condemn, to render 
a verdict of guilt, condemnation.’ 

John 3:18–19 (NKJV)

18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned 

already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness 

rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 30.111 κρίσιςh (krino), εως f: the basis for rendering 
a judgment—‘basis of judging.

krino krino

krino

noun

verb

noun

verb

Paul doesn't even use the word 
life in his explanation of 
justification, not once!!!

How often is the phrase 
used, "Do you want to have 
eternal life?" as a 
synonym for "Do you want 
to be saved?" 

all 3 uses of katakrima is 
emphasizing not eternal 
punishment but the consequences 
of sin.

of all the ancient manuscripts there is only two primary ones 
that leave part 2 of v.1 out, Sinaiticus and Vaticanus.

The corrected version of Vaticanus, corrected at that time by another 
scribe, includes part 2 plus its in the majority of the ancient 
documents. A few ancient manuscripts from a little later on in history 

leave it out, but it's exclusion from some of the Bible translations is 
primarily based on the fact that it's not included in Sinaiticus and and 
the uncorrected Vaticanus. Merrily on the strength of its omission in 
those two codexes it's omitted from the Critical Text. 

The Byzantine 
Family of ancient 
manuscripts 
otherwise known as 
the Majority text has 
far greater support 
for the inclusion of 

part 2 of v.1 The Critical Text is a Greek text of the New Testament that draws 
from a group of ancient Greek manuscripts and their variants in an 
attempt to preserve the most accurate wording possible. Other 
Greek texts besides the Critical Text used for producing English 

Bibles are the Majority text and the Textus Receptus.

This is critically important because the greater context 
of Romans clearly indicates that he's moved past 
teaching how to be justified from chapter 5 and on to 
how to live the spiritual life after 
justification

This is further established from chapter 7 when Paul as he clearly describes 
himself as a justified believer, asks the question: 

Romans 7:21–25 (NKJV)

21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. 

22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 

23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing 

me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 

24 O wretched man that I am! Who will 
deliver me from this body of death? 
25 I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of 
God, but with the flesh the law of sin.

✭

✭
Once again Paul is teaching the basis 
on which the spiritual life is 
accomplished.

He's not teaching how to get saved, 
but the basis on which the believer 
can now succeed to fulfill God's 
righteous requirement

gar

2891 κατακρίνω (katakrinō): 
vb.; ≡ Str 2632; TDNT 3.951—LN 

56.31 condemn, (pass.) be 
condemned

katakrinō

It's always been said that 
“when you die you can't 
take anything with you”.

However for the Christian 
that's not a true saying!

Isaiah 40:8 (NKJV)

8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the 
word of our God stands 
forever.”

We're building with gold, 
silver and precious stones that 
will endure the test of fire, at 
the Judgments Seat of Christ.

mmm

✭

manuscripts that were 
found in the Vatican

Walking in the Spirit/ the spiritual Life in the church age

IT'S THE DETAILS THAT SECURES THE MEANING

Romans 8:5 we are to set our minds on the things of the Spirit

So we are to receive His thoughts
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