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The entire word of God is intended to transform our thinking:

Through context we discover the authors train of thought:

Context

The problem with some Christians is, because they're carnally minded 
they can read it but not hear it?

Elementary principles in 3 groupings, all making one sentence:

Hebrews 6:1–8 (NKJV)

1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary 

principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, 

not laying again the foundation of 1a.repentance from dead 

works and 1b.of faith toward God, 

2 2a.of the doctrine of baptisms, 2b.of laying on of hands, 

3a.of resurrection of the dead, and 3b.of eternal judgment.

3 And this we will do if God permits.

 

The next three verses describe the condition of believers who once 

received these basic principles, but have now completely rejected them:

So the caution is to not stagnate with simple understanding, but to 

advance in knowledge and Application to the state of a mature believer:

4 For it is impossible for those who 1.were once enlightened, and 2.have tasted the heavenly gift, and 3.have become 

 

5 and 4.have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,                                                  

6 5.if   they fall away, [to renew them again to repentance], since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put 

The following two verses are an illustration using a commonly 
understood agricultural cycle of planting, growth and harvest of the 
time.

7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for

those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; 

8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.

Inheritance is the one consistent motivational factor for believers 
throughout scripture:

Identifying sin:

Hebrews 6:9–20 (NKJV)

9 But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, 
though we speak in this manner. 

10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, 

 in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to 
the full assurance of hope until the end, 

12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises. 

13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, 

14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply 
you.” 

15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 
16 For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute. 

17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability 

of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 
18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled 

for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 

19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind 

the veil, 
20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek.

The revised translation for easier reading:

Hebrews 6:4-6 (NKJV)

The 3 groupings outlining the elementary principles of vv1-2, 
are paralleled by the condition of verses 4-5:

The Superiority of

over opinion

Are our studies opinion? 
Or do our studies carefully develop the 

intended meaning from the context 
of Scripture?

It's only when we are walking 
in the Holy Spirit,  that the 
Holy Spirit by the word of 
God instructs our soul

mmm

The word (kai) is translated either: and or also

259 times in the book of Hebrews (kai) was translated either and or also, but only once here in vv6 was it translated:

kai

It should read:  and have fallen away

main 
verb

Him to an open shame.    verb, 
aorist, 
participle

verb, aorist, 
participle,

5 and 4.have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,

the eternal state

The writer is writing from the standpoint of the most common response of one who is so mired, that it is 
extremely unlikely. The reality is: when Christians have made choices that have so mired them in 
their carnality's rejection of truth, the great majority of the time they will not recover.

They are now blinded again by darkness. They are not going to turn back and recover.

From the carnal perspective of a believer, it just doesn't seem right that if a person was truly 
saved they couldn’t return to such debauchery. 

They think that the sin nature was in some measure diminished at the point of faith in Christ.

But if that were the case, why is the Christian instructed over and over and over, 
throughout the New Testament how to overcome even the most egregious of sin?
Example:
Galatians 5:19–22 (NKJV)
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lewdness, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 
dissensions, heresies, 
21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just 
as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

Their thinking 
has not yet been 
transformed

To be consistent all 5 participles 
must be tied to the 1 article

verb, aorist, 
participle,

partakers of 
the Holy 
Spirit, 

article verb, aorist, 
participle,

verb, aorist, 
participle,

gar

That means that 
God may permit

6.29.23

Genesis 4:1–7 (NKJV)
1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and 
said, “I have acquired a man from the Lord.” 
2 Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a 
keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 

The human religion of Cain:
3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering 
of the fruit of the ground to the Lord. 

4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. 
And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 

5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering. 

And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 

6 So the Lord said to Cain, 

“Why are you angry? 
And why has your countenance fallen? 

7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? 

And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. 

And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”

2429 הָעָ!  (šāʿâ) look at, look to, regard. (ASV and RSV similar.)
	Austel,	H.	J.	(1999).	2429	 הָעָ! .	In	R.	L.	Harris,	G.	L.	Archer	Jr.,	&	B.	K.	Waltke	(Eds.),	Theological	Wordbook	of	the	Old	
Testament	(electronic	ed.,	p.	944).	Moody	Press.

The basic idea of šāʿâ is “to look at with interest.” It is never a casual or disinterested glance. This can be 
seen in the following expanded definitions. In Gen 4:4–5, it means “to look at with approval,” “to 
approve of.” Thus God approved of Abel, but not of Cain.

šāʿâ

šāʿâ

All 3 of these questions are obviously rhetorical. 

Cain clearly had been instructed by God, but had decided that 
his opinion concerning the quality of his offering, was equal to, 

and in fact superior to what God had instructed him.

God exposes the quality of human religion, He identi!es it as sin 

[for our benefit] 
So that we won't follow after the same example of unbelief

In order for Cain to please 
God, he had to have been 
instructed what to do

God identi!es human religion as sin

Human religion is rejected by God as much as any other sin

Context is verifiable! Opinion is not!

mmm

Hebrews 6:12 (NKJV)

12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises.

1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (NKJV)

24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? 

Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 

25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it 

to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 

26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 

27 But I discipline my body and bring it into 
subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should become disqualified.

4 For it is impossible [to renew them again to repentance], for those who, were once enlightened, and 

have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit,

revised translation:

main verb

6 and have fallen away, since THEY CRUCIFY AGAIN FOR THEMSELVES the Son of God, 
and put Him to an open shame.

These church age believers are in a 
measure compared to the Jewish/ people of God as 
they were looking for the Messiah to come; when He 

did arrive they crucified Him. 

Putting their savior to an open shame.

revised translation:

But like the Jews, God will not totally reject them; they are a child of God.

But there are eternal consequences in the age to come; 

for all of eternity they will have no inheritance

They had degenerated to a state of rejecting Christ, 
as did the Jews, when they crucified him

verb, aorist, 
participle,

5 and 4.have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,

the eternal state

In antecedent time to the main verb,  
these are the conditions that existed:
1.were enlightened
2.Have tasted
3.Have become
4.Have tasted
5.And have fallen away

4 For it is impossible for those who 1.were once enlightened, and 
2.have tasted the heavenly gift, and 3.have become partakers of 
the Holy Spirit,

5 and 4.have tasted the good word of God and the powers of 
the age to come, 

6 and 5.have fall away, [to renew them again to repentance], since they 
crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an 
open shame.

1 …not laying again the foundation
1a.of repentance from dead works and 1b.of faith toward God, 

2 2a.of the doctrine of baptisms, 2b.of laying on of hands

3a.of resurrection of the dead, and 3b.of eternal judgment.

30.110 κρίσιςg, εως f; κρίμαf, τος n: 
(derivatives of κρίνωc ‘to judge,’ 30.108) 
the content of the process of 
judging—‘judgment, decision, 
evaluation.’
κρίσιςg: μὴ κρίνετε κατ’ ὄψιν, ἀλλὰ τὴν 
δικαίαν κρίσιν κρίνετε ‘do not judge 
according to appearance, but pronounce 
a righteous judgment’ or ‘… deliver a 
righteous judgment

These 5. participial statements, are parallel to the previous 3 groupings

He is expounding on the dreadful circumstances of those who have layed again the 
foundation from which they were delivered, having rejected what they've been given 76.1 δύναμιςb(dynamis), εως f: 

the potentiality to exert force in 
performing some function—‘power.’ ἀλλὰ 
λήμψεσθε δύναμιν ἐπελθόντος τοῦ 
ἁγίου πνεύματος ἐφ̓ υ’μᾶς ‘but you 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you’ Ac 1:8

the eternal state

the eternal state

Referring to God's eternal 
judgments of both where 

and how every human being 
will spend eternity

For all believers: 
1. they will either have access to the Holy 
City, along with other eternal inheritances; 
or
For the unfaithful believers:
2. they will have a far lesser eternal 
experience in heaven, but without access 
to the holy city; for all eternity

For all unbelievers:
They will be damned to the lake of fire for 
all eternity

Disqualified from what?
Subjection to what?

The use of revealed 
doctrine/ truth

Bear—up under or hold fast 
through all testings

gar

In direct contrast to those 
believers who rejected Christ

Obedience to doctrine specifically.

it's not just doing human moral good

This is an ambassadorial statement:
They were representing Christ, they were 
obediently doing what He said to do

Romans 8:24 - 25 (NKJV)

24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why 

does one still hope for what he sees?

25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

Doesn't automatically 
mean eternal damnation 
in the lake of fire

gar

The previous verses clearly communicated about believers; some were faithful, 
and some were unfaithful. 

In vv7-8 the illustration of judgment and blessing relates to believers. 

This is not a judgment related to the Lake of Fire. 
This is not talking about the Great White Throne Judgment, neither is it talking about  
the judgment at the end of the tribulation. 

It is related to both the Judgment Seat of Christ and temporal 
judgment in time. 

It was and still is today standard procedure for many farmers and gardeners 
throughout the world, that at the end of the harvest when you have a lot of stubble 
left in the fields, that in order to get it ready for planting the next year, you would 
burn off what was left in order to make the field more productive for the next year.  

So it is not a sign of judgment destruction, but it is to be understood 
as divine discipline and preparation for future 
growth.

The believer The provision of God; 
both the word of God 
and the Holy Spirit

The believer's 
production of 
good fruit

The believer's production of 
sin; which includes both: 
human moral good and 
human religion

The Holy Spirit works 
on the believer to 
produce faithfulness

The context of the 
previous verses interpret 
this illustration

99 ἀδόκιμος (adokimos), ον (on): adj.; ≡ Str 96; TDNT 2.255—, unacceptable 
(njb), (Ro 1:28+); 2. LN 65.13 worthless, of no use, formally, failing the test, 
unfit disqualified, unproven (1Co 9:27

disqualified

Human religion is rejected by God as much as any other sin
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