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The entire word of God is intended to transform our thinking:

Through context we discover the authors train of thought:

Context

The problem with some Christians is, because they're carnally minded 
they can read it but not hear it?

Elementary principles in 3 groupings, all making one sentence:

Hebrews 6:1–8 (NKJV)

1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary 

principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, 

not laying again the foundation of 1a.repentance from dead works 

and 1b.of faith toward God, 

2 2a.of the doctrine of baptisms, 2b.of laying on of hands, 

3a.of resurrection of the dead, and 3b.of eternal judgment.

3 And this we will do if God permits.

 

The next three verses describe the condition of believers who once 

received these basic principles, but has now completely rejected them:

So the caution is to not stagnate with simple understanding, but to 

advance in knowledge and Application to the state of a mature believer:

4 For it is impossible for those who 1.were once enlightened, and 2.have tasted the heavenly gift, and 3.have become 

 

5 and 4.have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,                                                  

6 5.if   they fall away, [to renew them again to repentance], since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put 

 

7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, 
receives blessing from God; 
8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.

Identifying sin:

6.22.23

God commands repeatedly, all believers who choose 

to know and obey TRUTH, don't try to serve Me 
through human religion:

So when Cain who didn’t bring his offering according to God's 
instruction, 
or Moses who chose a religious path of striking the rock instead of 
speaking to it as God instructed him, 

or king Saul:

Also king David who didn't listen to God's instructions to move the ark, 
but did it his way, or the Scribes and Pharisees who chose their own 
religion, (and those are just a few examples, teaching us how to identify 
sin)

We must be very careful to know and obey God's word, in the precise 
manner He tells us to do it

The Superiority of

over opinion

Are our studies opinion? 
Or do our studies carefully develop the 
intended meaning from the context of 
Scripture?

It's only when we are walking 
in the Holy Spirit,  that the 
Holy Spirit by the word of 
God instructs our soul

1 Samuel 15:20–23 (NKJV)

20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and gone 
on the mission on which the Lord sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have 
utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 
21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which 
should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal.” 

22 So Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 
As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed 
than the fat of rams. 
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from 
being king.”

God holds Saul accountable for false religious service:

Scripture tells us that we are to grow to maturity to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.

But if all you hear week after week is a basic simple message, getting a little nibble here and 

there,  and if you're never challenged to think, you will 

always be a child unstable and always shifting your thinking back and forth from what you 
thought to be true.

Never stabilizing by any depth of Bible doctrine.

Jesus said “if you continue in My 
word”, 

He didn't say “if you stagnate in My word you will 
know the truth and the truth will make you free.”

It's the progression of knowledge and understanding that 
liberates us

That’s a forward advancement into the deeper 
knowledge of God and our Savior Jesus Christ

Yes continue means to remain, 
but to remain as a student!!! 
What does a student do?
 
Answer: he studies to increase his 
knowledge, and the depth of that 
knowledge in order to make wise 
use of it.

92.24 ὁ, ἡ, τό (pl. οἱ, αἱ, τά): a reference to an 
entity, event, or a state,

5456 τελειότης (teleiotēs), ητος (ētos), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ 

Str 5047; TDNT 8.78—1. LN 88.101 maturity, 

teleiotēs

definite articleThese groupings 
are identified as 
the basic 
principles of 
Christianity  for 
beginning the 
spiritual walk

794 ἀρχή (archē), ῆς (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 8031, 8040; Str 746; TDNT 1.479—1. 
LN 68.1 beginning, initiate an action, process, or 
state of being (Mk 1:1); 2. LN 67.65 beginning, a 

point at the beginning of a duration 7. LN 
58.20 elementary aspect, 
simple truths

archē

This foundation is the spiritually 
dead sinful state that required 
the need for spiritual birth

968 βαπτισμός (baptismos), οῦ (ou), ὁ 
(ho): n.masc.; ≡ Str 909; TDNT 1.545—1. 
LN 53.31 washing, ceremonial cleansing 

baptismos

Leviticus 1:2–4 (NKJV)
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When any one of you brings an 
offering to the Lord, you shall bring your offering of the livestock—of the herd and of 
the flock. 
3 ‘If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish; he 
shall offer it of his own free will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the 
Lord. 

4 Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will 
be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.

Leviticus 4:23–24 (NKJV)
23 or if his sin which he has committed comes to his knowledge, he shall bring as his 
offering a kid of the goats, a male without blemish. 
24 And he shall lay his hand on the head of the goat, and kill it at the place where they 
kill the burnt offering before the Lord. It is a sin offering.

Numbers 8:12 (NKJV)
12 Then the Levites shall lay their hands on the heads of the young bulls, and you shall 
offer one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering to the Lord, to make 
atonement for the Levites.

Titus 3:5 (NKJV)
5 not by works of 
righteousness 
which we have 
done, but 
according to His 
mercy He saved us, 

through the 
washing of 
regeneration 
and renewing 
of the Holy 
Spirit,

The Christian baptisms 
and laying on hands, has 
to do with identification.

When the apostles would baptize someone, they laid hands on them in the sense that there was this identification 
indicating that the apostle understood that this person was to have trusted in Christ as their Savior; that Christ was 

sacrificed on his behalf, Christ had paid in full their penalty. 

They were now identified together in the body of Christ. It reinforces the whole idea that every believer at the 

instant of faith alone in Christ alone has entered into the body of Christ.

In Greek this is a collective adjective, referring 
to all the dead both saved and unsaved

adjective, 
plural

noun, singular

for the Christian it will be the 
judgment seat of Christ.

For the unbeliever, it will be 
great white judgment 
throne

So the teaching is that we 
are to advance beyond the 
need to rehearse these 6 
elementary principles, 
moving on to perfection

To be consistent all 5 participles 
must be tied to the 1 article

verb, aorist, 
participle,

partakers of 
the Holy 
Spirit, 

article

aorist — The aorist verb tense is used by the writer to present the action 
of a verb as a “snapshot” event. The verb’s action is portrayed simply and in summary 
fashion without respect to any process. In the indicative mood, the aorist usually 
denotes past time, while an aorist participle usually refers to antecedent time with 

respect to the main verb. Outside the indicative and the participle, the aorist 
does not indicate time.

verb, aorist, 
participle,

verb, aorist, 
participle,

Matthew 19:26 (NKJV)
26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is 
impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

He's not saying that God couldn't or wouldn't, but God 
doesn't override volition, and it's highly unlikely a 
person in this condition will repent

gar

These are the circumstances of 
some in their present state; and a 

very serious caution to other believers 
to yield to God’s very specific design 
for church edge believers to receive 

constant encouragement

Ephesians 4:11–15 (NKJV)

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 

evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ, 

13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 
14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the 

head—Christ—

So God’s prescription very specifically: it 
is that the pastor teacher collects his 
understanding from the 

CONTEXT of the 

writings of the apostles and prophets, and 
it is from this process that the Pastor first, 
and then the church become united in 
faith and knowledge of Jesus Christ

Why are these children, in spiritual 
things, tossed to and fro? 

Why is their understanding always 
shifting? 

Why can't they hold onto sound doctrine?

Because they're not paying attention to 
God's prescribed method. 

But they go about to establish their own, 
listening to every wind of doctrine .

It was through the apostles and prophets that we have the written word

in other words truth is knowable

The problem is that most 
ministers don't pay attention 
to context, so they're 
teaching all manner of 
worldly doctrine

mmm

This is a very serious warning that a believer who becomes complacent, the 
one who becomes uncritical of himself, 

the one who resists submitting to God’s methods, and begins to 
be comfortable with his own, he’s reversing into carnality, he's becoming 
comfortable with his regression into a state of sin from which most never 
recover, living and thinking like an unbeliever. 

There won't be renewal. they most likely will never revers from that 
carnality. They reach a point-of-no-return.

They are living the death like experience of an unbeliever !!!

For this person there will be no reward at the judgment seat of Christ!

4 For it is impossible [to renew them again to repentance], for those who, were once enlightened, and 

have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit,

revised translation:

main verb

The following verse in the manuscript does not start 
with a conditional clause!!!

It’s the pastor's job to diligently study the context 
collecting the details that establish the intended 
meaning 

The word (kai) is 
translated either: 
and or also

259 times in the book of 
Hebrews (kai) was 
translated either and or 
also, but only once here 
in vv6 was it translated:

kai

It should read:  and have fallen away

Inserting a conditional 
clause changes the 
grammatical structure 

main 
verb

Him to an open shame.    

verb, aorist, 
participle,

verb, 
aorist, 
participle

The writer is writing from the standpoint of the most common response of one who is so mired, that it is 
extremely unlikely. The reality is: when Christians have made choices that have so mired them in 
their carnality's rejection of truth, the great majority of the time they will not recover.

They are now blinded again by darkness. They are not going to turn back and recover.

1

2

3

Not that it is impossible for God

From the carnal perspective of a believer, it just doesn't seem right that if a person was truly 
saved they couldn’t return to such debauchery. 

They think that the sin nature was in some measure diminished at the point of faith in Christ.

But if that were the case, why is the Christian instructed over and over and over, 
throughout the New Testament how to overcome even the most egregious of sin?
Example:
Galatians 5:19–22 (NKJV)
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lewdness, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 
dissensions, heresies, 
21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just 
as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

Their thinking 
has not yet been 
transformed

5 and 4.have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,

6 and have fallen away, since THEY CRUCIFY AGAIN FOR THEMSELVES the Son of God, 
and put Him to an open shame.

These church age believers are in a 
measure compared to the Jewish/ people of God as 
they were looking for the Messiah to come; when He 

did arrive they crucified Him. 

Putting their savior to an open shame.

revised translation:

When 
translating the 
Greek biblical 
text to English, 
the word order 
is frequently 
shifted around 
for it to make 
sense to the 
English reader.

They have degenerated to a state 
rejecting Christ as the Jews when they 
crucified him

But like the Jews, God will not 
totally reject them; they are a 
child of God.

But there are eternal 
consequences in the age to come; 
for eternity they will have no 
inheritance

God's authority to perform 
judgment for everyone's eternal 
position

the eternal state

The same thing happened 
in the Old Testament, when 
someone came to the 
temple bringing a sacrifice. 

They would lay hands on 
the lamb or the goat. This 

was a sign that they 
were identifying their 
sins with that 
sacrificial animal. 

In antecedent time to the main verb,  
these are the conditions that existed:
1.were enlightened
2.Have tasted
3.Have become
4.Have tasted
5.And have fallen away

Identifying man with his ceremonial substitution:

Context clearly connects Christian baptism with laying on hands

It has been made evident by inspiration of the Holy Spirit that the baptism and hands 
grouping sandwiched in between the other 2 groupings were intended to be paired.

Turn one’s attention toward God

The 
positive 

aspects of 
advancing 
Beyond the 
elementary 
principles to 

maturity

The 
negative 
aspect of 
digressing  
from the 

elementary 
principles

The OT animals 
offered without 
blemish, were a 
substitutionary blood 
sacrifice until Christ

Suggest in the Hebrew 
audience may have 
been primarily Jewish

this verse is 
the subject 
of the entire 
discussion

4 For it is impossible for those who 1.were once enlightened, and 
2.have tasted the heavenly gift, and 3.have become partakers of 
the Holy Spirit,

5 and 4.have tasted the good word of God and the powers of 
the age to come, 

6 and 5.have fall away, [to renew them again to repentance], since they 
crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an 
open shame.

not laying again the foundation
1a.of repentance from dead works and 1b.of faith toward God, 

2 2a.of the doctrine of baptisms, 2b.of laying on of hands

3a.of resurrection of the dead, and 3b.of eternal judgment.

30.110 κρίσιςg, εως f; κρίμαf, τος n: 
(derivatives of κρίνωc ‘to judge,’ 30.108) 
the content of the process of 
judging—‘judgment, decision, 
evaluation.’
κρίσιςg: μὴ κρίνετε κατ’ ὄψιν, ἀλλὰ τὴν 
δικαίαν κρίσιν κρίνετε ‘do not judge 
according to appearance, but pronounce 
a righteous judgment’ or ‘… deliver a 
righteous judgment

These 5. participial statements, are parallel to the previous 3 groupings

He is expounding on the dreadful circumstances of those who have layed again the 
foundation from which they were delivered, having rejected what they've been given 76.1 δύναμιςb(dynamis), εως f: 

the potentiality to exert force in 
performing some function—‘power.’ ἀλλὰ 
λήμψεσθε δύναμιν ἐπελθόντος τοῦ 
ἁγίου πνεύματος ἐφ̓ υ’μᾶς ‘but you 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you’ Ac 1:8

the eternal state

the eternal state

Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV)
25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, 
but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 
approaching.

mmm
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