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How a Christian 
Produces Fruit

Passive soil receives blessing from God the cultivator:

Diligent and full of Faith  vv11 & 12:

We are given a very serious warning against the danger of regression:

Hebrews 6 (NKJV)
1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the 
foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 
2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 
3 And this we will do? if God permits. 

4 For it is impossible for those? who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers 
of the Holy Spirit, 
5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 
6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put 
Him to an open shame. 

8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected unapproved and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned. 

9 But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner. 
10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the 
saints, and do minister. 

11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until 
the end, 

12 that you do not become sluggish,  but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises. 

13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, 
14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.” 
15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 
16 For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute. 
17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it 
by an oath, 
18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled 
for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 
19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, 
20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek.

Other passages that teach fruit production:

We are instructed to make the choice to submit to God:

John 15:1–11 (NKJV)

1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 
2 Every 1.branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away lifts up; and every 

2.branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 

3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 

4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in Me. 
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 
nothing. 

6 if anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a 3.branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw 
them into the fire, and they are burned. 

7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 
8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 
9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 
10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide 
in His love. 
11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.

The fruit of the Spirit is a production of the Spirit not man:

Galatians 5:19–24 (NKJV)

19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, 
that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

The parable of the sower:

Matthew 13:1–8 (NKJV)
1 On the same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the sea. 
2 And great multitudes were gathered together to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat; and the whole multitude stood 
on the shore. 

3 Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went out to sow. 

4 And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured them. 

5 Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they 
had no depth of earth. 
6 But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root they withered away. 

7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them. 

8 But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

Matthews parable of the sower explained:

Matthew 13:18–23 (NKJV)
18 “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 
19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches 
away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. 

20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 
21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the 
word, immediately he stumbles. 

22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 

23 But he who receives seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”

Matthew 13:24–26 (NKJV)

24 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good 
seed in his field; 

25 but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and 
went his way. 
26 But when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared.

Luke 8:5–15 (NKJV)

5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and 
the birds of the air devoured it. 

6 Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. 

7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. 

8 But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said these things 
He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 

9 Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What does this parable mean?” 
10 And He said, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in 
parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not understand.’ 

11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 

12 Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest 
they should believe and be saved. 

13 But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these 

have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. 

14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, 
riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 

15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, 
keep it and bear fruit with patience.

7.16.23

The self discipline of abiding in Christ

John 8:31–32 (NKJV)

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My 
word, you are My disciples indeed. 

32 And you shall know the TRUTH, and the TRUTH shall make you free.”

We are to follow the clear markers in Scripture that indicate we 
are abiding in Christ

The doctrine of fruit production

Every Christians goal as far as spiritual maturity is 
concerned; is to advance in divine knowledge:

7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by 

whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; 

warning 
against the 
danger of 
falling away

The focus is on two things: 
1. fruit production (or the production of the plant) and
2. the end results (blessing or cursing both in time and eternity).

blessing

blessing

warning 

Contingent lesson

The symbols of the agricultural illustration were: 

1. the earth is the believer. 

2. The rain represents the provision of God – the Word of God and the Spirit of 

God. 

3. The herbs represent the production of good fruit or divine good that has 
eternal quality to it. 

4. The thorns and thistles are the production of evil, sin and human good, 
including the very best of human good — which is human religion. 

5. The cultivator is God. 

God is the one ultimately producing the fruit. 

It is not you and I, it is not our own efforts that produce the 
fruit. 

We are to walk in the Spirit, abide in Christ, we are to be fully persuaded of our 

nead to depend on the word of God and the spirit of 
God, taking in the Word of God, and meditate on the Word of God. 

While we are doing that, then the Holy Spirit uses that in an unseen invisible way to 
produce growth, and maturity in us leading to the production of fruit. 

Cultivator

The positive 
instruction of the 
vinedresser

warning of 
discipline by the 
vinedresser, for 
Believes who do not 
abide

Promised of 
blessing by the 
vinedresser

149 αἴρω (airō): vb. [see also ἆρον (aron), between 768–769]; ≡ 

DBLHebr 5951; Str 142; TDNT 1.185—1. LN 15.203 carry, take up 
or lift up, take away (Mk 6:29; Mk 16:18 v.r.); 2. LN 20.43 destroy

The positive work of    
productive 
discipline by the 
vinedresser

These represent young believers that are nurtured 
so that they can produce fruit in coming years as 
they mature.

It's the positive at work by the vinedresser on the young 
branch to bring about future growth

About half the time in the NT, 
this word is translated take up 
or lift up

Mature branches pruned by the vinedresser for 
greater fruit production

The goal is fruit production and abiding in the vine is how the vine dresser 
will accomplish it.

So the only way the Vinedresser is going to produce fruit, is when we choose to abide 
in the vine. That means that we are receptive to the nourishment of God’s word

Once again this is about authority orientation; it is God who produces and sustains 
life, not man. Fruit is life that God produces in us

John 14:6 (NKJV)
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me.

It's common for Christians to speak of 
the love of God; and understand it 
from an emotional perspective.

"We need to show them the love of God"

Here we have another Biblical passage to increase our understanding a little bit more on 
the subject of bearing fruit:

Fruit as defined by scripture as CHARACTER, it is the virtues of the 
Christian life. 

It is not external behavior such as witnessing; 

it’s not how many people you witnessed to last week when you went on vacation, or how 
many people you lead to the Lord. 

But that's the way it's often understood, if you're not doing these things you're not 
producing any fruit. 

However that’s not how scripture uses the term fruit in relation to the Christian life. 

It's character transformation. Again and again  it has to do with what 
happens on the inside as the Holy Spirit takes the Word of God and uses it in the soul of 
the believer to produce the character of Jesus Christ.

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)

2 And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you 

may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God.

What is the Sower sowing? He is sowing seed/ the word of 
God, into the earth.

This is coming to faith in Christ
4 types of soil:

this is how the Earth (which is man), 
responded to the Sower.

Remember that the Earth is 
supposed to be receptive to the 
Sower

unbeliever 

believer 

believer 

believer 

mmm

Only the first soil is the seed taken by the birds; that’s an 
unbeliever.

When the seed falls on three types of soil, it produces some kind of 
growth. 

With the next two types of soil there is growth but there is no 

fruit, although the seed produces a plant! 

On the rocky soil the seed germinates; it grows. It generates. It 
sprouts. There is life, but it withers. 

Why? Because of the lack of moisture. The soil is not receptive to 
nourishment

There is clearly birth, the beginning of life. It hears. It received the 
Word with joy. 

"Believes for awhile." That is not said in Matthew, 

Luke makes it clear that that is what is meant by receiving the word 
with joy; that they are believers.

Their volition was involved, 
they were willing participants to 
demonic influence

unbeliever 

believer 

believer 

believer 

The Word of God doesn't tell us everything there is to say about any particular topic 
or subject or doctrine in any one verse, it requires the context around it; 
including the greater context of other key passages 

where a little bit was revealed here concerning the topic, and some was revealed 
there, and some more was revealed over there. 

Then we put it all together to create a clear 
understanding of the entirety of the doctrine.

Become something you weren't before

Love is not identified by feelings, or emotion, by feelings of warmth and camaraderie; 
but by objective standards of doing what the Word of God says to do. 

People do get legalistic about it, and they can be doing what the Word of God says to do, and 
they can be out of fellowship. 

Love as defined in scripture, is a character quality that is personally measured by keeping 

the NT commandments.  It is abiding in Christ.

In all three of 
these parables 
it is the same 
kind of seed, 

it’s wheat

This is the same 
land owner 
sowing as in the 
previous parable

Pseudo Christians

We need to understand the distinction between:

1. someone who claims to be a Christian and

2. someone who professes to believe in Jesus Christ for justification
There is no category for a 

pseudo-believer in scripture.
They're either a believer or not

Anyone can claim to be a Christian

Was not receptive 
to nourishment
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