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There are four types of ground in THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER, they 
emphasized the volition of man, the 4 ways he responds to the word of 
God.

Move toward 
Inheritance

But only one of those ways resulted in a Successful Spiritual Life that 
leads to eternal inheritance: 

Hebrews 6:7–12 (NKJV)

7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is 

cultivated, receives blessing from God; 

8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned. 

9 But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak 
in this manner. 

10 For God is not UNJUST to forget your work and 
labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to 
the saints, and do minister. 

11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, 

12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises.

The biblical steps for a Successful Spiritual Life:

The rules of the race:

1. Prepare your heart to succeed, to understand and obey God's word:

Ezra 7:10 (NKJV)

10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law 
of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.

A. confessing sin:

James 4:8 (NKJV)
8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.

 Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

B. let the word of Christ dwell richly within you:

Colossians 3:2–4 (NKJV)

2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.

C. Memorize scripture:
1 John 2:15 (NKJV)
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

Galatians 5:16 (NKJV)
16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

Colossians 3:16 (NKJV)
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NKJV)

17 pray without ceasing,
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Isaiah 26:3 (NKJV)

3 You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, 
Because he trusts in You.

Inheritance

!

Reading your Bible will help familiarize yourself to the word of God

and it will make the studies much more meaningful

1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (NKJV)
24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in 
such a way that you may obtain it. 
25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain 
a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 
26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 

27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should become disqualified.

Verb, aorist, 
active, 
imperative,

1 John 1:9 (NKJV)

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Immaterial part of man 
where his core thought 
system resides 

This is the 
command

This is how to do 
the command

Cleanse your hands of sin, and purify your 
core thinking, by which you commit such sins

John 13:8 (NKJV)
8 Peter said to Him, “You shall 

never wash my feet!” Jesus 
answered him, “If I do not wash 
you, you have no part with Me.”

meros
Inheritance

Luke 8:11–15 (NKJV)
11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 
12 Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word 
out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 
13 But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and 
these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. 
14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are 
choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 

15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a 
noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.

Choice #1

Choice #2

Choice #3

Choice #4

inheritance

28 ἀγαπητός (agapētos), ή 
(ē), όν (on): adj.; ≡ DBLHebr 3351, 
3495; Str 27; TDNT 1.21—1. LN 
58.53 only dear only one of a class, 
esp. loved, (Mt 3:17); 2. LN 25.45 
beloved, dear friend, loved one 

As church age believers, Paul is teaching us how to become victorious over our sin 
nature:

Romans 7:19–25 (NKJV)
19 For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. 
20 Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 
21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. 
22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in my members. 
24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 

25 I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the 

flesh the law of sin.

Romans 8:1–6 (NKJV)
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the 
Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin 

and death. 

3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on 
account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 
4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

5 For those Church age believers who live according to the flesh, set their minds on 

the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Paul is addressing his audience with a term of endearment, 
agapetos. 

It comes from the verb agapao which is one of the 2 verbs used 
for love in the NT. 

agapetos is always used of an audience that is composed of 
believers.

It's important to note as we are studying and reading through this passage, 

that the writer of Hebrews is encouraging the church that even though 
they have failed miserably, it doesn't mean that they need to re-
examine themselves to see if they are in the faith. 

They know that they are saved because they trusted in Jesus Christ as the 
Messiah, the promised Savior from the OT. 

And it's on the basis of that, that the author under inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit is confident that God's grace can solve the problems of carnality and 
they can recover.

though he's been very harsh in correcting their 
carnality

Galatians 1:8–9 (NKJV)
8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
to you than what we have preached to you, let him be 

accursed. 
9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches 
any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be 

accursed.

On the basis of God's absolute perfect JUSTICE he is emphasizing this 

for us that, we know He is not going to forget whatever it is that we have done 
positive in terms of our walk by the Spirit, being filled by means of the Holy 
Spirit, producing divine good. 

So some of the church in the past putting forth a significant effort, and the 

effort they put forth is qualified by the word love. 

Others are still putting forth the effort, walking by means of the Holy Spirit and 

producing works of love.

Notice that the 
Hebrew church is 
presently in this state 
of carnality when this 
statement is made

2 Corinthians 5:9–11 (NKJV)
9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the 
things done in the body, according to what he has 
done, whether good or bad. 
11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, 
and I also trust are well known in your consciences.

Labor resulting 
from love for 
God, so there was 
a knowledge of 
God's specific 
will, and they did 
that; toward other 
saints

1 Peter 3:8–12 (NKJV)
8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having 
compassion for one another; love as brothers, 
be tenderhearted, be courteous; 
9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing 
that you were called to this, that you may 
inherit a blessing. 
10 For “He who would love life And see good 
days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And 
his lips from speaking deceit. 
11 Let him turn away from evil and do good; 
Let him seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous, And His ears are open to their 
prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those 
who do evil.”

2240 ἔργον (ergon), ου (ou), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 4856, 5126; Str 2041; TDNT 2.635—1. LN 
42.11 act., deed, activity (Jn 10:32; 1Co 12:6); 2. LN 
42.42 work, assigned task, job

ergon

The word is ergon is a neutral word simply meaning work. 

It is applied to labor, business, employment, anything to be done. It is work. 

In many cases it is meritorious but not all cases. 

The word for work can mean that which is good/ and that which has eternal value. 

It’s neither sinful nor righteous in and of itself.

1. It can mean that which is good and has eternal spiritual value, 
2. or has no eternal value, and is sinful or self righteousness. 

So we have to look at the qualifiers in the context. 
 
Examples:

Good works:
Matthew 5:16 (NKJV)

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Works that bring glory to God, not self-glorification. 

 
1 Corinthians 3:13–15 (NKJV)

13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be 

revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 

14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 

15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire.

Ephesians 2:8–10 (NKJV)
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, 

9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 4:11–12 (NKJV)
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, 

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ,

Evil works:

Luke 11:48 (NKJV)

48 In fact, you bear witness that you approve the deeds of your fathers; for they indeed 
killed them, and you build their tombs.
 

Matthew 23:5–12 (NKJV)

5 But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and 
enlarge the borders of their garments. 
6 They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 
7 greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’ 
8 But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. 
9 Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 
10 And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. 
11 But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 
12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

ergon

previous generations of Jews

ergon

Works according to the Religious Pharisees. 
They were good people. 

They were the religious conservatives of their day. They 
do all of their deeds to be noticed by men. So they have 
wrong motivation. They are concerned about religious 

activities, but they had no eternal value.

The same thing happens in many pulpits today.

 Ministers who distinguish themselves to be admired by 
their congregation

We are the Earth, God is the 
cultivator who prepares the Earth for 
nourishment to produce by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, fruit, and works 
pleasing to God

Memory verses

D.

We can't overcome the sin nature 
without that we submit to the power of 
the Holy Spirit, and take those 
principles of overcoming sin into our 
soul. 

Memorizing key passages in order to 
prepare our hearts to become spiritually 
successful.

And offering our daily prayer asking 
God to strengthen our soul by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and His holy 
Word.

By Overcoming Sin we

We can discipline ourselves because God has provided the means:
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