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Righteous 
Judgment

James 4:6–8 (NASB95)

6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the proud, but 

gives grace to the humble.” 
7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Proverbs 29:23–24 (NKJV)

23 A man’s Pride will bring him low, but the humble in spirit will retain honor. 

24 Whoever is a partner with a thief hates his own life; He swears to tell the truth, but reveals nothing.

Philippians 2:5–9 (NKJV)

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 

7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the 

point of death, even the death of the cross. 

9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name,

2 Timothy 3:1–5 (NKJV)

1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 

2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 

parents, unthankful, unholy, 

3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 

4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 

5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!

Sin is the enemy of the spiritual life of the Christian:
Sin produces a death like experience for the Christian:

If the Christian doesn't put into practice the mandates of scripture such 
as:

Romans 6:12–13 (NKJV)

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 

13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God 
as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

Romans 8:13 (NKJV)

13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you 

put to death the deeds of the body, you will 

Live.

So we want to draw a comparison of the children of Israel's command to 
conquer the land of Canaan, to the spiritual walk of the Christian:

We are as Christians are to wipe out everything in our thinking that has to 
do with the world system:

2 Corinthians 10:5 (NKJV)

5 casting down arguments and EVERY high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing 

EVERY thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, ……………….

If Israel did not obey God fully, and completely annihilate everything 
connected to the System of thought in the land of Canaan; they would sink 
to the depths of depravity, with Canaanite influence:

Gods righteous judgment against the depravity of disobedient rebellious 
man, who sings deeper and deeper into the muck and mire of human 
depravity:

Solomon’s compromise:

1 Kings 11:4–10 (NKJV)

4 For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and 

his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father 
David. 

5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of 

the Ammonites. 

6 Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did his 
father David. 

7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is east of 

Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon. 

8 And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods. 

9 So the Lord became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the Lord God of Israel, who had appeared 
to him twice, 
10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not keep what the Lord 
had commanded.

God forewarns Israel against the danger of compromising and not 
wholly following after the Lord:

Leviticus 18:21–30 (NKJV)

21 And you shall not let any of your descendants pass through the fire to Molech, nor shall you profane the name of 
your God: I am the Lord. 

22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination. 

23 Nor shall you mate with any animal, to defile yourself with it. Nor shall any woman stand before an animal to mate 
with it. It is perversion. 

24 ‘Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all these the nations are defiled, which I am casting out before 
you. 
25 For the land is defiled; therefore I visit the punishment of its iniquity upon it, and the land vomits out its inhabitants. 

26 You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations, 
either any of your own nation or any stranger who dwells among you 

27 (for all these abominations the men of the land have done, who were before you, and thus the land is 
defiled), 
28 lest the land vomit you out also when you defile it, as it vomited out the nations that were before you. 

29 For whoever commits any of these abominations, the persons who commit them shall be cut off from among 
their people. 

30 ‘Therefore you shall keep My ordinance, so that you do not commit any of these abominable customs 
which were committed before you, and that you do not defile yourselves by them: I am the Lord your God.’ ”

2 Kings 16:2–3 (NKJV)

2 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what 

was right in the sight of the Lord his God, as his father David had done. 

3 But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel; indeed he made his son pass 
through the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had 

cast out from before the children of Israel.

The children of Israel never submitted to God's authority over them:
2 Kings 17:13–17 (NKJV)

13 Yet the Lord testified against Israel and against Judah, by all of His prophets, every seer, saying, “Turn from your 
evil ways, and keep My commandments and My statutes, according to all the law which I 
commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by My servants the prophets.” 
14 Nevertheless they would not hear, but stiffened their necks, like the necks of their fathers, who did not believe in the Lord 
their God. 
15 And they rejected His statutes and His covenant that He had made with their fathers, and His testimonies which He had 

testified against them; they followed idols, became idolaters, and went after the nations who were all 
around them, concerning whom the Lord had charged them that they should not do like them. 

16 So they left all the commandments of the Lord their God, made for themselves a molded image 
and two calves, made a wooden image and worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal. 

17 And they caused their sons and daughters to pass 
through the fire, practiced witchcraft and soothsaying, and sold themselves to do 
evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to anger.

In spite of personal rebellion, God always emphasizes hope:

God gives each one of us a way to escape His judgment:

Ahab’s rebellion and judgment:

1 Kings 21:20–24 (NKJV)
20 So Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?” And he answered, “I have found you, because you have sold 
yourself to do evil in the sight of the Lord: 
21 ‘Behold, I will bring calamity on you. I will take away your posterity, and will cut off from Ahab every male in Israel, both 
bond and free. 
22 I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, 
because of the provocation with which you have provoked Me to anger, and made Israel sin.’ 
23 And concerning Jezebel the Lord also spoke, saying, ‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.’ 
24 The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Ahab and dies in the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field.”

Ahab responds to God’s judgment against him with humility:

1 Kings 21:25–29 (NKJV)

25 But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in 
the sight of the Lord, because Jezebel his wife stirred him up. 

26 And he behaved very abominably in following idols, according to all that the Amorites had done, 
whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel. 
27 So it was, when Ahab heard those words, that he tore his clothes and put sackcloth on his body, and fasted and lay in 
sackcloth, and went about mourning. 

28 And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 

29 “See how Ahab has humbled himself before Me? Because he has humbled himself 

before Me, I will not bring the calamity in his days. In the days of his son I will bring the calamity on his house.”
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Romans 12:2 (NKJV)

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.

Isaiah 64:6 (NKJV)

6 But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses 
are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the 
wind, Have taken us away.
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Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)

14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your 

throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.

Teach your children not 
just to memorize, but 
to hold onto those 
memorized       versus

%

Why did the word of God, by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit place King David's life on a pedestal for all to 
see; both the good and the bad?

Answer:
Because 
1. Scripture teaches that he made a choice 

early in life to covet the word of God 
2. When he failed as God’s servant, and the word of 

God came to him, he always confessed his sin; he 

humble himself before God

1 John 1:9 (NASB95)

9 If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)
2 And do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that 
you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.

Life resides in God alone; man must submit to God’s authority in order to enjoy Life

Genesis 2:15–17 (NKJV)
15 Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of 
every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 

17 but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 
die.”

Self-will, arrogance, pride they are 
in opposition to God and always 
produce death !!!

Overthrow him

2131a חַ"ר  (rûaḥ) 
wind, breath, mind.

This Hebrew word is 
translated into Greek as 
pneuma

Refers to your core 
thought system by 
which you make all the 
important life decisions

The Israelites were commanded to have an uncompromising mentality to defeat all 
of the Canaanites. 

They were to go in and kill every man, woman and child. 

In some cases they were to kill all of the livestock as well. 

They were not to benefit from all of the corruption of the Canaanite culture 

The one who is humble is the one who is oriented to the authority of God over 

his life. Humility isn't just somebody who has a low view of themselves, or low self-esteem or 

who walks around where they can always be used and abused by people around them. 

The person who is humble is the person who recognizes their role in God's plan, and God’s 

authority.

verb, passive, 
imperative

Philippians 2:6 (ESV)
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped,

That is what humility is: obeying 
God's Word or obeying God's will no matter what 
it may cost.

This is how we obtained the best possible Life experience, 

and where we will obtain the best possible eternal inheritance

Is there any price from the treasures of this 
world that could equal Life?

The contrast to humility is Pride or arrogance.

Throughout the Scripture God is at war with those who are arrogant, and He brings them under 

His judgment. 

That’s because arrogance was the first sin that entered into the universe, the 
sin of Lucifer, the highest of all the angels that God had created. He became elevated in 

his own eyes and wanted to have all the glory and honor that belonged to God for himself. This was the 

seed of arrogance that began in his thinking that led eventually to his rebellion against God and to the 
entrance of sin into the universe. 

So arrogance is at the root of all sins.
So arrogance is at the root of all sins.

judgment

all of the church 
age comes under 
this category

Men will go ahead 
long after their their 
every whim

human religion

these are 
trends that 
will be 
seen in the 
church age

avoid such 
men as these

Which is EVERYTHING in our thinking

When we fight the same battles over and over again with the same sin, it has a   destructive and a 
corrupting influence on our thinking. We are told

But if we don't put those deeds to death, over time we will become complaisant and gradually 
compromise with justifications and rationalizations. 

Eventually that sin finds a firm foothold in our thinking. We don't think about it anymore and then a 
number of years down the road it becomes exploited within our thinking, and the next thing we know  

that sin becomes the source of a for greater defeat in our life.

Romans 8:13 (NKJV)

13 ……… put to death the deeds of 
the body, you will Live

This is illustrated in O.T. Scripture with the conquest of the land that God 
had promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. When they came into the land under 

Joshua they were to take all of the land, and that 
was a picture of spiritual warfare, 

it was the children of Israel’s version of spiritual warfare. 

They were commanded by God to take all of the land, because the 
land was dominated by the pagan thought and perversion, idolatry and even human 
infant sacrifice of the Canaanites. 

If we look at the conquest we can see an important comparison with our own lives. 

The point of the analogy is that the land itself is 
equivalent to our souls. 

From the time that this land had been under the control of the Canaanites: 

1. their thinking, their religious thinking, 
2. their rebellion against God, 
3. all of their perversions, completely dominated and controlled everything within 
their focus. 

In the same way we are born theologically in total depravity

That doesn't mean we are as bad as we can be, it means that every aspect of our 
soul, the totality of our person, has been corrupted by sin. 

Everyone is born with a sin nature and prior to salvation the sin nature dominates 

and we can't do anything that isn't 
the production of that sin nature, 

The sin nature is energized by a pagan thought system 
 

The sin nature produces a certain measure of human morality, and the rest of 
the measure that fills to overflowing the soul of a man is disobedience to God. 

The unregenerate man cannot produce anything of eternal spiritual value that can in 

any way measure up to the perfect righteous requirement of God. 

In that comparison we have a territory that lies between our ears completely under 
the control of paganism; just as the land did that the Israelites were to conquer, that 

was completely under the control of the paganism of 
the Canaanites.

Like the kings of Israel, the majority of Christians today compromise with the 
Canaan territory thought system in their soul, because they do not wholly 
follow the Lord.

And for that reason they receive judgment in 
time, and suffer great defeat, depression, and 
depravity that's associated with the death like 
experience of the unsaved

Moses forewarns the children of Israel of the depths 
of depravity that they will sink too, when they rebel 

and do not submit under the authority 
of God their creator

God’s righteous judgmentjudgment

James 4:1–10 (NKJV)
1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your 
desires for pleasure that war in your members? 
2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. 
Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 
3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your 
pleasures. 
4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. 
5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 
jealously”? 

6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to 

the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 

7 Submit therefore to God. 

Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy 
to gloom. 
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

Men cannot survive 
independent from God

He was created to 
choose to submit to his 
creators authority over 

him
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God is a merciful God
He responds to Ahab’s humility

Ahab the believer ?
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