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Hebrews 1:1–4 (NKJV)
1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 
2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 
worlds; 

3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His 
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, 
4 having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.

Ephesians 4:11–16 (NKJV)
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 

13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ; 

14 that we should no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of 
men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

15 but, speaking the TRUTH in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—

16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which 
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

Bible interpretation and predispositions:

The context of this chapter in 1Corinthians is that Paul is correcting 

the Corinthians for their miss-use of these particular gifts:

Paul uses hyperbolic language:

1 Corinthians 13:1–13 (NKJV)

1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a 

clanging cymbal. 

2 And though I have the gift of prophecies, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I 

have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 

3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, 

it profits me nothing. 

4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 

5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 

6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the TRUTH; 
7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Paul now speaks of the enduring quality of love, whereas these giftings 
that the Corinthians have prioritized as the ultimate in spirituality, are 
only needed for an interim period until the canon is complete:

8 Love  never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 
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Galatians 5:16–25 (NKJV)

16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 

17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are 
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lewdness, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 
dissensions, heresies, 
21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I 
also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

dative case which indicates the 
instrumental nuance in the noun spirit

imperative
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There is no evidence in all of scripture 
that would indicate that Angels speak 
any other language than man

plural
All known human 

languages

Previously 
unrevealed 
truths

These were the gifts that were being abused, they were over-
emphasizing the importance of them.

They were using these gifts to demonstrate superior spirituality

It's only through the process of learning divine 
truth that we can begin to exchange our thinking 
for God’s.
And begin to stop interpreting scripture from our 
predispositions

In the mystery religions from which the Corinthians 
came out of; they thought that these so-called gods 
entering into them and speaking to them in an unknown 
language was the highest form of spirituality.

And this was part of the baggage from the core thought 
system that they brought with them into Christianity.

So when they were taught that there was a gift of tongues 
they assumed they understood its meaning and purpose

This is what Paul is correcting

Every new believer comes to the text of scripture with a certain mindset that's 
been shaped by this fallen world’s system of thinking.

And apart from the Holy Spirit, and apart from a desire to know objective truth, 
under the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit,  

everyone, at different points in time makes the mistake of interpreting scripture 
with reference to human viewpoint values, opinions, and predispositions;

but as we grow and mature, and come to know the word and study it in terms of 
its historical context, and the correct principles of hermeneutics and exegesis, 
then what happens is we come to know objective truth.

That's the primary job of the pastor teacher!

And so we change, our thinking becomes transformed to divine truth, we come 
to a clear and precise understanding of what the scripture teaches.

As we've spoken many times in previous studies the English word “God/ 
theos” is a neutral title that can refer to the one true God or any false god

So the Corinthian's are doing what we have done in the past, and some are still doing, 
they are judging these spiritual gifts from what they've seen in their own experience

even if
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accomplish the impossible

spiritual knowledge

be sacrificial to 
the point of 
giving his life

burnt 
sacrifice

speaking in terms of asceticism even if

There would be no value 
added to the spiritual life

The point that Paul is driving home in these last three verses, is that God’s 

definition of love is essential to being able to live the spiritual life.

Without this biblical understanding of love, the believer is merely 

sounding brass or clanging cymbals, nothing is added of value to his 
spiritual life

agape

True Christian love must start with a love for God:

Two different aspects to love:

1. love directed toward God; which is personal love for God the Father

2. Impersonal love for all mankind

a. for all believers; Scripture places a special emphasis here
b. for all unbelievers

Impersonal emphasizes the fact that you don't have to 
have a personal relationship, or personal attraction to 

the object of love. 

It can be for somebody you don't know and someone 
you don't like

We don't want to fall into a trap that the Corinthians fell into, of our 
intellectual heritage: and that is that some of 

these attributes such as love exists somewhere out here in this world’s 

ether in a kind of ideal existence

And then they have the Omnipresent God; and say God is love !

The tendency is to think that God fits this abstract ideal of love; that 

just exists somewhere as a common value, or attribute.

But where did you get this abstract ideal of love?

It came from your corrupt intellectual heritage, from the thought systems 
of the society you were raised in.
 
Then you think that God hast to meet the value of that abstract standard of 

what you believe love just is.

But the purpose of scripture is teaching 
us how to identify sin.

So our goal is to be transformed by 
TRUTH, God’s system of thought / the Bible, 
not to conform God to our lowly abstract 

ideals , which are developed from the sin 

nature

So once again all men, including all Christians tendency is to create 

abstract ideals.

Whether we're talking about:

What it is to be a man “I'm glad my dad taught me to be a man”
What it is to be a woman “my dad mom taught me to be a woman”
Courage
Honor

love
Common sense

Whatever it is people set these up as some sort of abstract value
Then we apply these abstract value to everything in life

For the carnally reminded they are the standard that everything is 
evaluated by.

Matthew 23:33 (NKJV)

33 Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?

Matthew 21:12–13 (NKJV)
12 Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple, 
and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. 
13 And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you have made 
it a ‘den of thieves.’ ”

Matthew 23:27–33 (NKJV)
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which 
indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 

28 Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of 
hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the 
prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, 
30 and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in 
the blood of the prophets.’ 
31 “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the 
prophets. 
32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’ guilt. 

33 Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of 
hell?

John 8:43–44 (NKJV)
43 Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word. 

44 You are of your father the devil, and 
the desires of your father you want to 
do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 
resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.

Revelation 19:11–16 (NKJV)
11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful 

and True, and in righteousness He judges and 
makes war. 

12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that 
no one knew except Himself. 

13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in 
blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 

14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 
15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself 
will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. 
16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS

The loving Jesus and God the Father

Revelation 14:19–20 (NASB95)
19 So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the 

vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath 
of God. 

20 And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from 

the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, for a 
distance of two hundred miles.

The holy city 
of Jerusalem

Bible interpretation and predispositions
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