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The doctrine of Grace :

Context is everything when it comes to understanding scripture:

Matthew 18 (NKJV)

1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 

“Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, 

3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, 

you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

5 Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me. 

6 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung 
around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 

7 Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes! 
8 “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, 
rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. 
9 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather 
than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire. 

10 “Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the 
face of My Father who is in heaven. 
11 For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost. 
12 “What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go 
to the mountains to seek the one that is straying? 
13 And if he should find it, assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go 
astray. 

14 Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 
15 “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have 
gained your brother. 
16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 
established.’ 
17 And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a 
heathen and a tax collector. 
18 “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. 
19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven. 
20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 

forgive: its connection with Grace Love:

21 Then Peter came to Him and said, 

22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but          up to seventy times seven. 

23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 

24 And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 
25 But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
that payment be made. 
26 The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ 

27 Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgive him the debt. 

28 “But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on 
him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 
29 So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ 
30 And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 
31 So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had 
been done. 

32 Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgive you all that debt 

because you begged me. 
33 Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 
34 And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 

35 “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his 

trespasses.”

Jesus takes Peter, James, and John to witness His transfiguration:

Matthew 17:1–3 (NKJV)
1 Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; 

2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 

3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.

The apostles had been empowered By Jesus to perform miracles:

The apostle’s unbelief:

Matthew 17:14–20 (NKJV)
14 And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to Him and saying, 
15 “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for he often falls into the fire and often into the 
water. 

16 So I brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him.” 
17 Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I 
bear with you? Bring him here to Me.” 

18 And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from that very hour. 

19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” 

20 So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you 
will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.

Matthew 17:21 (NKJV)
21 However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”

The backdrop to the questions in Matthew 18:
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Love

Understand the flow of thought

5138 στρέφομαι (strephomai), στρέφω (strephō): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 2200; Str 4762; TDNT 7.714—1. LN 16.13 (dep.) 
turn around (Mt 9:22); 2. LN 31.60 (dep.) come to 
believe (Mt 18:3), for another interp, see next; 3. LN 41.50 
(dep.) change one’s ways (Mt 18:3); 

“Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

Jesus was teaching his apostles to trust 
in Him, not in their own abilities

Jesus had already empowered them, but they lost sight of that and

they were trusting in their natural abilities, rather than relying on God.

Their confidence needed to be in the 
limitless power of Jesus Name as they 

had been instructed

Pride

This vers is only in the older manuscripts.

Nowhere else in Scripture is prayer emphasized as the means of casting 
out a demon. 

In fact, when the disciples were sent out they are told :

In the 3rd and 4rth centuries the monastics were emphasizing prayer and 
fasting as a means to a higher level of spirituality in order to manipulate 
God

Mark 16:17 (NKJV)

17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak with new tongues;

Matthew 28:18 
(NKJV)
18 And Jesus came 
and spoke to them, 
saying, “All authority 
has been given to 
Me in heaven and 
on earth.

Monasticism: Definition, Range
In the history and sociology of religion the term 
“monasticism” is used to refer to the form of life 
involving separation from most of the 
members of a → religion for → asceticism 
and → prayer, with a view to achieving 
religious → perfection.

Not speaking specifically about disciples, but in 
general to this entire Israelite generation

“Why could we not cast it out?”

Jesus wouldn't correct 
their unbelief in vv.17 & 
20 and then turn around 
and say, oh I forgot to tell 
you……

Jesus

Matthew 10:1 (NKJV)

1 And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He 

gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, 
and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease.

Matthew 10:5–8 (NKJV)
5 These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: “Do not go into the way of the 
Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. 
6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. 
Freely you have received, freely give.

The 12 apostles

Jesus

Grace Grace GraceGrace Grace Grace

The apostles had become 
distracted by there heady 
experience

The apostles had become 
distracted 

The issue 
is the 

apostle’s 
unbelief

 Humility Humility Humility

“Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I 

forgive him? Up to seven times?” 

forgive: is connection with Grace Love:

Understanding the Grace of God means that we have to 

understand the nature of God’s Love toward us, as it’s 
demonstrated at the Cross. 

God demonstrated His Love by sending the eternal Second 
Person of the Godhead to die in our place, and that He who 
knew no sin was made sin for us. 

In doing that, He wiped out the debt that was against us by the 
sin of ADAM. 

Jesus the Son of God took on His own perfect nature, the 
imputation of our sin penalty.

We see that Grace is connected to humility as it was 
demonstrated by the eternal son of God. And It’s connected to 

Love. And it’s connected to forgiveness. 

All of these concepts are communicated in Matthew 18.

The doctrine of Grace/ Grace orientation—encapsulates what 

it really means to be  humble, 

and what it really means to Love one another in terms of forgiveness.

Remember, we sinners because we are 
born with a sin nature; we are born 
spiritually dead therefore we sin.

And we are condemned because we 
are born spiritually dead in Adam. Not 
because of personal sin

John 3:18 (NKJV)

18 “He who believes in Him is 

not condemned; but he who 

does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not 

believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.

mmm

Grace

up to seventy times seven.

John 13:1–10 (NKJV)
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should 

depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, 
He loved them to the end. 
2 And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 
son, to betray Him, 
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from 
God and was going to God, 

The doctrine of forgiveness for the church age believer:
4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. 

5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel with which He was girded. 
6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?” 
7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will 
know after this.” 

8 Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash 
you, you have no part with Me.” 
9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!” 
10 Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and 
you are clean, but not all of you.”
……
……
14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another’s feet. 

15 For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.

John 13:34–35 (NKJV)

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you Love one another; as I have Loved you, that 

you also Love one another. 

35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have Love for one another.”

John 3:16–18 (NKJV)

16 For God so Loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved. 

18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

ongoing cleansing

ongoing cleansing

If I have forgiven you

forgiven one an From the apostles O.T. understanding 
of washing, they should have 
automatically applied the concept of 
cleansing from sin as Jesus’s 
intended meaning

Cleansing is equivalent 
to forgiveness

if you want to enter into the fullness of the blessings of the kingdom of 
heaven, then you need to change, you need to be converted. Quit 

being arrogant and self-absorbed; humble yourselves and reflect that 

humility, Love, and forgiveness in how are you treat others.

This is exemplified as being like little children; so that from that point 
on, he's going to use this little child as a metaphor :

for the humble child-like disciple, who’s going to now grow and mature; from 
this point forward he's going to “be transformed by the renewing of his 
mind.”

Jesus is talking to His disciples 
who are already believers, they 
have eternal life

so when He says:

Jesus warns that if anyone puts a stumbling block in front of one of 
these disciples who are humbled like little children :

Earlier in chapter 10 

Fasting in the New Testament is descriptive not prescriptive
It's what they did in the early church
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