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The doctrine of                           :

Context is everything when it comes to understanding scripture:

Matthew 18 (NKJV)

1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 

“Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, 

3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, 

you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

5 Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me. 

External negative influence on the young believer that can cause him to become 

derailed in terms of his spiritual growth:

6 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were 

hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 

7 Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom 

the offense comes! 

Warning against the sin nature that can cause spiritual derailment:

8 “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life 
lame or 

maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. 

9 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life 
with one eye, 

rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire. 

Humility, love and forgiveness are all under this broad 
category of grace:

Jesus uses hyperbolic language from  vv. 6-9 to emphasize the seriousness of 
causing one of these little ones to turn from the truth:

There will be discipline in time for those who do such things:

Forever doesn't always mean ceaseless without end, as in in eternal:

Gods judgment/ His anger is a temporal forever:

Matthew 18 (NKJV)

8 “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life 
lame or 

maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. 

9 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life 
with one eye, 

rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire. 

Speaking of God's judgment and 586 BC:
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Jesus was teaching his apostles to trust 
in Him, not in their own abilities

Grace Grace GraceGrace Grace Grace

 Humility Humility Humility

forgiveness: is connection with Grace Love:

Understanding the Grace of God means that we have to 

understand the nature of God’s Love toward us, as it’s 
demonstrated at the Cross. 

God demonstrated His Love by sending the eternal Second 
Person of the Godhead to die in our place, and that He who 
knew no sin was made sin for us. 

In doing that, He wiped out the debt that was against us by the 
sin of ADAM. 

Jesus the Son of God took on His own perfect nature, the 
imputation of our sin penalty.

We see that Grace is connected to humility as it was 
demonstrated by the eternal son of God. And It’s connected to 

Love. And it’s connected to forgiveness. 

All of these concepts are communicated in Matthew 18.

The doctrine of Grace/ Grace orientation—encapsulates what 

it really means to be  humble, 

and what it really means to Love one another in terms of forgiveness.

Remember, we sinners because we are 
born with a sin nature; we are born 
spiritually dead therefore we sin.

And we are condemned because we 
are born spiritually dead in Adam. Not 
because of personal sin

John 3:18 (NKJV)

18 “He who believes in Him is 

not condemned; but he who 

does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not 

believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.

Understand the flow of thought

5138 στρέφομαι (strephomai), στρέφω (strephō): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 2200; Str 4762; TDNT 7.714—1. LN 16.13 (dep.) 
turn around (Mt 9:22); 2. LN 31.60 (dep.) come to 
believe (Mt 18:3), for another interp, see next; 3. LN 41.50 
(dep.) change one’s ways (Mt 18:3); 

“Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

if you want to enter into the fullness of the blessings of the kingdom of 
heaven, then you need to change, you need to be converted. Quit 

being arrogant and self-absorbed; humble yourselves and reflect that humility, 

Love, and forgiveness in how you treat others.

This is exemplified as being like little children; so that from that point on, 

he's going to use this little child as a metaphor :

for the humble child-like disciple, who’s going to now grow and mature; from this 
point forward he's going to “be transformed by the renewing of his mind.”

Jesus is talking to His disciples 
who are already believers, they 
have eternal life

so when He says:
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This is more serious than causing somebody to be 
temporarily out of fellowship. It's causing someone to be 
derailed in their spiritual growth.

 The primary use of this word is taking someone completely off course.

4997 σκανδαλίζομαι (skandalizomai), σκανδαλίζω 
(skandalizō): vb.; ≡ Str 4624; TDNT 7.339—1. LN 31.77 
(dep.) cease believing (Mt 13:21); 2. LN 88.305 (dep.) 
fall into sin (2Co 11:29); 3. LN 25.180 (dep.) take offense, 
be offended by some action (Mt 15:12); 4. LN 31.78 
cause another to no longer believe

to influence someone into 
wrong beliefs or to wrong 
action

4998 σκάνδαλον (skandalon), ου (ou), τό 
(to): n.neu.; ≡ Str 4625; TDNT 7.339—1. LN 
6.25 trap (Ro 11:9), for another interp, see last 
entry; 2. LN 88.306 sin, stumbling-block, 
obstacle; that which causes to sin 
(Mt 13:41); 3. LN 25.181 offense, an 
obstacle which offends, implying 
resulting opposition

 same idea

1. So there’s the danger, the threat of the world, and 
2. the individual through whom worldly teaching is taught to 

derail Christians.

skandalizomai

skandalizomai

skandalizomai

To be lead away by false doctrine

everlasting fire, is parallel to hell fire in the English in verse 9. 

The way the translators, translated these words in English it seems like Jesus is threatening them 
with the Lake of Fire.

But they’re believers, They’re disciples! 
Eleven of them are going to go on to be apostles, so clearly Jesus would not be threatening them 
with the Lake of Fire

Jesus is not threatening them with a loss of salvation

2 Chronicles 28:1–4 (NKJV)

1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what was 

right in the sight of the Lord, as his father David had 
done. 

2 For he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and 

made molded images for the Baals. 

3 He burned incense in the Valley of the Son 
of Hinnom, and burned his children in the 
fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the 
Lord had cast out before the children of Israel. 
4 And he sacrificed and burned incense on the high places, on 
the hills, and under every green tree.

For their sins of idolatry Judah was to be punished in Gehenna in 586 BC.

This was a historical punishment of divine discipline in time on the nation 
Israel for their spiritual failure.

ge’ hinnom, “The Valley of Hinnom.” Ge’ is the Hebrew word for valley. 

So that’s brought together into one word in the Greek as GEHENNA, but it 

refers to The Valley of Hinnom.

If they’d just left it and translated it “The Valley of Hinnom,” we wouldn’t have 
all this confusion , because we see this a number of times in the gospels where Jesus is using 
this word. 

People think you’re talking about going to the Lake of Fire. Even the word “hell” is a bad 
translation, and that comes out of a Norwegian background word, so it just adds to the 
confusion.

In the Old Testament, The Valley of Hinnom was south of Jerusalem and still is 
just south of Jerusalem. 

It was a place by the time of Christ that they used as a garbage 
dump. 

So Fires were continuously burning there as they were burning the garbage and burning the 
refuse, so people just assumed the meaning instead of paying attention to context, and said 
WOW “What a great picture of the Lake of Fire!”

The Valley of Gehenna was the place where in the Old Testament, that they set up many of 
these huge idols to Molech. 

And the people would come, larg crowds of people, and they would bring their infants to 
sacrifice, to burn alive in the arms of Molech.

This was the low point in Israel’s spirituality in the ancient world as they were murdering their 
children by the dozens. 

So Gehenna came to symbolize a place of idolatry, a place of 
disobedience and a place of spiritual failure in the life of Israel.

Jeremiah 7:31–33 (NKJV)

31 And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the Valley of the Son of 
Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, which I did not command, 
nor did it come into My heart. 

32 “Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “when it will no more be called Tophet, 

or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter; for 
they will bury in Tophet until there is no room. 
33 The corpses of this people will be food for the birds of the heaven and for the beasts of the earth. And 
no one will frighten them away.

Jeremiah 19:1–7 (NKJV)
1 Thus says the Lord: “Go and get a potter’s earthen flask, and take some of the elders of the people and 
some of the elders of the priests. 

2 And go out to the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the 
Potsherd Gate; and proclaim there the words that I will tell you, 

3 and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, O kings of Judah and inhabitants of 

Jerusalem. Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will 
bring such a catastrophe on this place, that whoever hears of it, his ears will tingle. 
4 “Because they have forsaken Me and made this an alien place, because they have burned incense in it to 

other gods whom neither they, their fathers, nor the kings of Judah have known, and have filled this 
place with the blood of the innocents 

5 (they have also built the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings 
to Baal, which I did not command or speak, nor did it come into My mind), 
6 therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “that this place shall no more be called Tophet or 

the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter. 
7 And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place, and I will cause them to fall by 
the sword before their enemies and by the hands of those who seek their lives; their corpses I will give as 
meat for the birds of the heaven and for the beasts of the earth.

Jeremiah predicted that as punishment for the sins, the Valley of the 
Son of Hinnom would be used as a mass burial site for those 

slaughtered in the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem 
in 586 B.C.

The Valley of Hinnom was not used in the O.T. as a reference to eternal 
condemnation in the Lake of Fire, but as a place of divine discipline on the nation of Israel 
for their spiritual failure. Gehenna thus became a symbol for spiritual failure, condemnation 

and shame, and divine discipline in time, not in eternity.

From this context Israel would have understood the term GEHENNA when 

Jesus used it

1. Most English translations translate this as hell, or hellfire, as in the Lake of 
Fire.

2. Most Bible dictionary or encyclopedia articles understand it to be a 
reference to the eternal fires of the Lake of Fire.

3. It appears from passages due to the way they've been translated such as 

Matt. 18:8 that GEHENNA is used in synonymous parallelism 

with “eternal fire” which from the way it's translated it would seem to 
indicate the Lake of Fire.

But context tells us that it's not referring to eternal judgment

Jeremiah 17:4 (NKJV)
4 And you, even yourself, Shall let go of your heritage which I gave you; And I will cause you to 
serve your enemies In the land which you do not know; For you have kindled a fire in My anger 

which shall burn forever.”

Does that mean God’s still mad at them? No, because He brought them back to the 
land in 538 BC. So forever doesn’t always mean without end. It just means for a 
long time in some context.

The following vers is talking about a slave who was supposed to be 
released at the end of seven years and decides no, he wants to stay a slave:

Deuteronomy 15:17 (NKJV)
17 then you shall take an awl and thrust it through his ear to the door, and he shall be your 

servant forever. Also to your female servant you shall do likewise.

So once again this use of foreve is limited to time,  to the end of his 
physical life. He’s not going to be a slave to this person on into eternity.

1147 γέεννα (geenna), ης (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 1628 + 2183; Str 1067; TDNT 1.657—LN 
1.21 hell, Gehenna, a transliteration of the Hebrew, “Hinnom Valley.” A 
ravine just SSW of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. A place of trash fires 
and perpetually burning rubbish, hence the figurative extension of a 
place of eternal punishment

Once again they're reading 
into the passage
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