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Man was Created with the Faculty of Choice:

Volition & the Possible 
Narrow Gate

God embedded within the structural creation of man, moral and ethical 
laws to implement according to our volitional responsibility toward each 
day's circumstances:

Genesis 1:26–28 (NKJV)

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 

28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves 
on the earth.”

Genesis 2:15–17 (NKJV)
15 Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you 
may freely eat; 

17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 
in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

God provided a sacrifice to pay the penalty for man's sin, In so doing God 
gives all humanity the opportunity to obtain fellowship with God once 
again:

Jesus Christ paid the penalty to give us eternal life:

John 3:16–19 (NKJV)

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world eternally, but that the world through Him might be 

saved. 

18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned eternally; but he who does not believe is condemned eternally already, 

because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19 And this is the eternal condemnation, that the light has come into the world, 

and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

The WORD OF GOD, in the justified believer, produces a present 
experience of life, and TRUTH is the only thing that can emanate life to 
others:

It reveals the path for the believer to overcome habitual sin, and 
experience a steady stable confident fellowship with God:

1. light expresses God's absolute perfection:

2. In terms of revelation light illuminates/ it conveys TRUTH:
1 John 1:5–9 (NKJV)

5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in 
Him is no darkness at all. 

6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the TRUTH. 

7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 

Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the TRUTH is not in us. 
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

The believer who does not obey the word of God has a deathlike existence 
in his daily experience; just like the unbeliever who's never received Christ.

The scripture gives the believer specifics that if he chooses to follow those 
specifics on how to discipline his life, he will experience a confident steady 
fellowship with God

Scripture speaks to the justified believer teaching him how to associate 
with the unbeliever:

Galatians 5:19–21 (NKJV)
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 

21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, 

that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Ephesians 5:11–14 (NKJV)

11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 

but rather expose them. 

12 For it is shameful even to speak 

of those things which are done by them in secret. 

13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever 

makes manifest is light. 

14 Therefore He says: “Awake, you children of God who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light.”

What are those specifics? And how can I discipline myself to obey them 
when I've never had any discipline in my life?

Paul illustrates the turmoil in the undisciplined believer:

Romans 7:22–24 (NKJV)
22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in my members. 
24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?

Paul teaches the undisciplined believer how to discipline is thoughtlife:
Romans 8:1–6 (NKJV)
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but 
according to the Spirit. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 
3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 
4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit. 

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things 
of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Colossians 3:2 (NKJV)

2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

Paul teaches that the Holy Spirit in tandem with the word of God are the 

POWER SOURCE that transforms the undisciplined believers 
CHARACTER:

Galatians 5:22–25 (NKJV)

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Paul introduces the specific tools that bring about CHARACTER change:

Colossians 3:16 (NKJV)
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV)
18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

All of this is accomplished under the umbrella of the church:

Hebrews 10:24–25 (NKJV)
24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 

25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the 

Day approaching.

11.30.23

The moral and ethical laws were the 
character traits created in man after 
God’s image

When Adam made that choice to 
listen to his wife instead of god, 
men's character what is now marred.

Being now spiritually dead, he could 
no longer fulfill God's requirements.

light is used as a metaphor for 

two things in relationship to God:

perfect, 
active, 
indicative

perfect — The verb tense used by the writer to describe a 
completed verbal action that occurred in the past but which 
produced a state of being or a result that exists in the 
present (in relation to the writer).

indicative — The mood in which the action of the verb or the 
state of being it describes is presented by the writer as real. 
It is the mood of assertion, where the writer portrays 
something as actual (as opposed to possible or contingent 
on intention).

erchomai

The tense here is a perfect tense, which 
emphasizes a past action; 
it has occurred in the past and is completed 
action in the past with results that go on. 

The intensive perfect, as it is here, it is 

emphasizing continuing results in 
present time of a completed 
action in past time.

Man is already in the state of judgment being 
spiritually dead, which ultimately, 
unattended, will lead to eternal judgment

Don't deceive yourself! 

According to scripture all of your human morality, all of those good things that you're doing 
for people, apart from walking by means of the Holy Spirit and letting the word of Christ 

and dwell in you richly; is filthy rags.

Human morality can only produce death 

But an accurate contextual understanding of God's word produces life

Isaiah 64:6 (NKJV)
6 But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our 
righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, 
And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away.

God's word reveals the only path for the believer 
to obtain the discipline in his life in order to 
experience victory over his sin nature

If we’re walking in darkness, we’re going to have 
fellowship with the works of darkness; in other 

words children of darkness. 

If we’re walking in light, we’re going to have 

fellowship with those who are walking in the 

light.

5170 συγκοινωνέω (sygkoinōneō): vb.; ≡ Str 4790; 

TDNT 3.797—LN 34.4 associate with, share 
with, be connected with (Eph 5:11; Php 4:14; 
Rev 18:4+)

sygkoinōneō

gar

1142 γάρ (gar): cj.; ≡ Str 1063—1. LN 89.23 because, 

for; a marker for showing cause or reason for something, also, 
to explain or infer something

this is a sample list of sin, not intended to 
be viewed as an exhaustive listOur goal is to expose sin, not have fellowship with it

Pray without ceasing, ask God to transform your character,

When you fail, get back up and :

Every believer is required to choose to engage 
there will/ volition to think on the word of God 
when you lay down when you raise up, and when 
you're going about your daily business

1 Thessalonians 5:14–18 (NKJV)
14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, 
comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 
15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always 
pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all. 
16 Rejoice always, 

17 PRAY WITHOUT CEASING, 

18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.

All new testament writings are instruction to the church, 
how we are to conduct ourselves for the spiritual safety 
and benefit of all

Ezra 7:10 (NKJV)
10 For Ezra had prepared his heart 
to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, 
and to teach statutes and ordinances in 
Israel.

1 John 1:9 (NKJV)

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

This is the divine path to spiritual success

The whole purpose of scripture is to 
transform  the thinking of the 
carnally minded believer to an 
eternal perspective

Matthew 7:13–14 (NKJV)

13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and 

broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 
14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there 
are few who find it.
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