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The main thrust of 1st John is to encourage believers to maintain 
fellowship, and don't allow it to be broken by the deceptive words of 
those believers who have left the Church, and have believed and are 
promoting religious lies and false doctrine:

1st John 5:

The man Christ Jesus and His message:

1 John 1 (NKJV)

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have 

looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word message of life—

2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that Eternal Life 

which was with the Father and was manifested to us—

3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, 

that you also may have fellowship with us; 

and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father and with His 
Son Jesus Christ. 

4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 

1 John 5 (NKJV)

1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who lov! Him who begot, 

also lov! him who is begotten of Him. 

2 By this we know that we love the children of God, 

when we love God and keep His commandments. 

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. 

And His commandments are not burdensome. 

This young Christian church of believers that John is dealing with in these 
passages are being influenced by some believers who are no 
longer faithful to sound doctrine and bringing question to the 
DEITY OF CHRIST:

4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. 

And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 

5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by 1.water and 2.blood. 

And it is the 3.Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. 

7 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. 

8 And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the water, and the 
blood; and these three agree as one. 

9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of His 
Son. 

10 He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because 
he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. 
11 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you 
may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. 
14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 
15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 
16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who 
commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that. 
17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death. 
18 We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one 
does not touch him. 

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the 
sway of the wicked one. 

20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and 
we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 
21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

John 1:14 (NASB95)

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only 
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

There are three that bear witness in heaven and on earth

FELLOWSHIPAbide in Him, abides in you, abides in us, abides in God

12.10.23—Sunday evening

We can talk about the man or the message but the other is always present. 

1 John is addressed to believers to teach them how to live That abundant life which 

was exemplified by Christ, That is the message of life. 

It was exemplified by the one who was life.

The abundant life is the message of this epistle:

Parentheses
Explanation 
of vv.1

accusative — The case that 

normally marks the direct 
object of a verb

pronoun, relative, 
accusative, 
singular, neuter In the Greek the object of the verb is in the accusative case. 

In vv.1 there are four relative clauses that are neuter accusative and therefore 
cannot refer to a person, so we know they are not talking about the person of 
Christ. 

They are referring to a thing which would be the message.

main verb

Re-emphasizing 
the 4 clauses of 
vv.1

John is not talking about the Man Jesus Christ, 

he’s talking about the message. 

He is talking about how crucial the message is 
if you want to have fellowship. 

If you don't have the content right, if the 
doctrine isn't right, there can't be fellowship. 
The point is that if you want to have fellowship 
with God you have to have right doctrine.

The point of all this that John is making is 
about how we understand the abundant life. 

That is, the message of the upper room 
discourse: Abiding in Christ. 
Abiding is a key word in this epistle.

False belief breaks fellowship with God

The spiritual life of the believer

mmm

Purpose 1

The enjoyment of fellowship is not based on a lack of sin, but it 

is based on doctrinal correctness regarding the 
person of Jesus Christ.

Our joy might be brought to completion

Some thank water and blood represent water baptism and communion. 

Others say that the water and the blood is a reference to what came out of Jesus' side. 

But neither of those ideas fit the context.

The main idea is the entirety of the ministry of Jesus Christ when He is teaching by 
word and deed about not only salvation but about the spiritual life. 

The water therefore refers to the inauguration of Christ's earthly ministry and the blood the 

fulfillment of his spiritual life on earth which is the death on the cross. 

But they key idea in these verses is testimony, the witness. There are two witnesses of God in 
relationship to who Jesus Christ is as the eternal Son of God, that he is undiminished deity united 
with true humanity. The first witness came at the baptism when John the Baptist immersed 
Jesus in water and heard the Father speak from heaven and saw the Holy Spirit in the form of a 
dove descend on Jesus. The second validation and testimony as to who Jesus was came after the 
crucifixion when Jesus Christ was raised from the dead. In that He is validated; His victory over 
death is the great validation of God's approval of Jesus Christ, an indication that He had conquered 
death and that he is God. Water and blood refers to the beginning and end of His life. In other 
words, the totality of His life indicated that he was undiminished deity and true humanity untied in 
one person forever. The very issue in this epistle is the person of Jesus Christ and His identity; that 
he through these evidences demonstrated Himself to be the Messiah and the one who provided not 
only salvation but set the precedent for the spiritual life of the church age. John emphasises water 
and blood, the inauguration and the crucifixion; He was physically crucified on the cross.

The new birth or stage one justification

Loving God is equivalent to keeping His commandments

The enjoyment of fellowship is not based on a lack of sin, but it is 
based on doctrinal correctness regarding the person of 
Jesus Christ.

The point John is making in v.1-3 is the one he made back in ch.1/ first three verses 

If we don't believe the testimony of the apostles, John says, then we can't have 

fellowship with them.

 What was there a testimony related to? It was related to Jesus whom they saw, felt, 
touched, and their eyewitness of His life. 

Context is telling us John's point is addressing the issue that it’s a false understanding of 

the deity of Christ that will result in a loss of fellowship with the apostles and with 
God. 

So fellowship isn't just a matter of not sinning, it is also related to having 
accurate doctrine related to the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Believers who go on 
believing right doctrine 
continue in fellowship.

Purpose 4

John is dealing with is a stage 2 post-salvation problem. He's giving his rebuttal 
to the lies that are being promoted; that Jesus is not the son of God, and that He has not 
come in the flash:

1 John 2:19 (NKJV)

18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now 

many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 

19 They went out from us, but they were not of us;      

for if They had been of us, They would have continued with us; but They went out that They might be 

made manifest, that none of them were of us. 

They went out from us, but They were not of us;

first person, 
plural, pronoun

first person, 
plural, pronoun

spiritually young 
Immature believers

A principle of hermeneutics: is that when there is a first person, plural, pronoun, 

"us or we,” 

1. if it starts off (as it does in the 1st chapter) with a first person "we or us," if that refers to a certain 

group of people, unless there is clear evidence within the text of a shift, 
then that group referred to by the "we or us" is the same all the way through. 

Therefore the "us" referred to in this passage, "they went out from us but they weren't of 

us," means that They went out from the apostolic body but They weren't really of us. 

It is not an indication that They weren't saved but that They began to deny and reject certain 

fundamental doctrines, like the deity of Christ.
And They were a threat to deceive other believers with their falls doctrine.

The King James Version and the New King James Version are based on a 

collection of Greek manuscripts [MSS] called the Textus Receptus 
[TR] which is Latin for "received text" these are not the best manuscripts, there is 
evidence that testified to the fact that the last part of vv.7 and the first part of vv.8 
we're a footnote at one point and later was inserted into the text when it was being 
translated from Greek to English

1 John 5:6–9 (NASB95)

6 This is the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water only, 

but with the water and with the blood. It is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the 
truth. 

7 For there are three that testify: 
8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and the three 
are in agreement. 
9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is 
this, that He has testified concerning His Son.

John's focus in these first 3 verses is the message of life which was 
exemplified for us at the first advent of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

the Word message of life—

John 10:10 (NASB95)
10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that 

they may have life, and have it abundant.

It was the apostles 
thay heard, saw & 
handled the word of 
life at the 
beginning of 
Jesus ministry

The Overcomer is the spiritually minded obedient believer. He is the one who has 
disciplined himself to receive sound doctrine and obey it

But depending on your 
choice, you may not 
overcome the world

Only the justified one 
can overcome the 
world

But again it's about 
what we believe, 
whoever has right 
doctrine overcomes the 
world

Again, what are they 
believing?

2 Thessalonians 2:3–4 (NASB95)
3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes 
first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 
4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so 
that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.

In chapter 2 John 
connects these 
believers who left the 
fellowship of the 
apostles, with the 
antichrist, even calling 

them antichrists

John is just saying that 
they broke 

fellowship with 
the apostles

The water refers to the beginning of His ministry: 

Matthew 3:16–17 (NASB95)

16 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were 

opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, 
17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”

The blood refers to the fulfillment of His earthly ministry:

John 2:22 (NASB95)

22 So when He was raised from the dead , His disciples remembered that He 
said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.

The main idea in the following versus is the entirety of the ministry of Jesus Christ:

The key idea in these verses is testimony, the witness. 

There are two witnesses of God in relationship to who Jesus Christ is as the eternal Son of God 

He is undiminished deity united with true humanity.

The very issue in this epistle is the person of Jesus Christ and His identity; 

And John's rebuttal is that the from very beginning of His ministry from the 
baptism of John to His death on the cross, to His resurrection from the dead, the 
entirety of His earthly ministry demonstrated that He was undiminished 
deity united with true humanity

He was the one who provided not only salvation, but set the precedent for the 
spiritual life of the church age. 

John emphasises water and blood, the inauguration and the crucifixion; He 
was physically crucified on the cross.

Whoever continues to believe
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