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The main thrust of 1st John is to encourage believers to maintain 
fellowship, and don't allow it to be broken by the deceptive 

words of those believers who have left the Church, and have believed and 
are promoting religious lies and false doctrine:

1st John 1:

John's purpose for this epistle:

1 John 1 (NKJV)
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life—
2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father 
and was manifested to us—

3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 

5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 

6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 

7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

1 John 2 (NKJV)

1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if 
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 
3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 
6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 
7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old 
commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. 
8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, 
and the true light is already shining. 
9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 
10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 
11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the 
darkness has blinded his eyes. 
12 I write to you, little children, Because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake. 
13 I write to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, Because you 
have overcome the wicked one. I write to you, little children, Because you have known the Father. 
14 I have written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, 
Because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, And you have overcome the wicked one. 
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the 
world. 
17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have 
come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 
19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they 
went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 
21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 
22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 
23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 
24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, 
you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 
25 And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life. 

26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to 
deceive you. 
27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the 
same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in 
Him. 
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at 
His coming. 
29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.

1 John 3 (NKJV)
1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world 
does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is 
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 
5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 
6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 

7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 
8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of 
God. 
10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of 
God, nor is he who does not love his brother. 
11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 
12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were 
evil and his brother’s righteous. 
13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 
14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides 
in death. 
15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 
16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of 
God abides in him? 
18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 
19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 
20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 
22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in 
His sight. 
23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He 
gave us commandment. 
24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the 
Spirit whom He has given us.

1 John 4 (NKJV)
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone 
out into the world. 
2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 
3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the 
Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 
4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 
6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and 
the spirit of error. 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through Him. 
10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 
13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 
15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 
16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and 
God in him. 
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we 
in this world. 
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made 
perfect in love. 
19 We love Him because He first loved us. 
20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, 
how can he love God whom he has not seen? 
21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.

1 John 5 (NKJV)
1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is 
begotten of Him. 
2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 
5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who 
bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. 
7 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. 
8 And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one. 
9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of His 
Son. 
10 He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because 
he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. 
11 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you 
may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. 
14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 
15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 
16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who 
commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that. 
17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death. 
18 We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one 
does not touch him. 

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the 
sway of the wicked one. 

20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and 
we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 
21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

Kosmic thinking:

Worldliness has to do with the way we think. Which though it does 
culminate in certain actions, it’s emphasis is [Kosmos/world] which is 
focused on a system of thought that is of this world:

1 John 3:13 (NKJV)
13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.

James 3:13–15 (NKJV)
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of 
wisdom. 
14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 

15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.

1 John 4:5 (NKJV)
5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them.

False belief breaks fellowship with God

FELLOWSHIP

The Bible not only tells us what to do but how to do it

The Kosmic Systems view of spirituality is religion 
with all those things people don't like taken out

Kosmos is found 23 times in 1st John and it's always translated world

Instead of doctrine transforming the worldly religious believer,
Religion is the modern world adapting faith as they see fit,

scaling back it's dogmatic edges and replacing intolerance with flexibility.
Intolerance is now the great horrible sin in our modern society

Demonic influence

John is teaching that it's false religious belief that breaks fellowship with God.

It's not just the overt sins that are easily identified, but false religious belief, the brakes fellowship 
with God.

And false religious belief systems are not always easy to identify. 

For that verry reason we stick to a strict contextual interpretation of Scripture

John's emphasis throughout this epistle is more on the 

wrong beliefs that produce wrong behaviour,  
rather than on the wrong behaviour or sin itself.

So for you and I, as believers in this church age that we’re in, we are assaulted from the 
outside and from the inside. 

The outside assault comes from what the Bible calls the world. The Greek word for world is 

[kosmos] it’s an orderly systematic arrangement of beliefs, but they’re not of God, they’re of 
this world. 

God is teaching the fact that the god of this world/Satan has various systems of 
pseudo-truth that he uses to influence, distract and deceive not just you and I as church age 

believers, but in fact the entire human race. This is a major theme in 1st John.

1 John 5:19 (NKJV)

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies 
under the sway of the wicked one. 

Biblically defined Worldliness is not the 
length of your skirt or sleeve, length of your 
hair, or drinking and smoking; it's how we 

think.

It's the legalistic religious thought system of the 
scribes and Pharisees, and many church age 

believers today

1 John 2:15-17 (NKJV)
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of 
the Father but is of the world. 
17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; 
but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

Heart is the mental function of our soul 

Worldly thinking is identified as earthly, natural related to the 

soulish man not the spiritual man—and demonic, i.e. 

it is the same kind of thinking that Satan has, which is rooted and grounded in 
arrogance. 

There is going to be a battle, there is a conflict that rages between: 
1. the way a Christian is supposed to think, and 
2. the way the world wants us to think.

In order to understand some of the difficult passages in 
John's first epistle, it's important to understand its purpose

4 purpose statements

3126 κοινωνία (koinōnia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; 
≡ Str 2842; TDNT 3.797—1. LN 34.5 
fellowship, close mutual association

koinōnia

koinōnia

3180 κόσμος (kosmos), ου (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ Str 2889; 
TDNT 3.868—1. LN 1.1 universe, as an ordered structure (Ac 
17:24); 2. LN 1.39 earth, the surface of the earth, where mankind 
dwells (Mt 4:8; Mk 16:15 v.r.); 3. LN 41.38 world system, godless 
world standards (Gal 6:14); 4. LN 9.23 people, those estranged 
from God (1Co 6:2); 5. LN 79.12 adorning (1Pe 3:3), for another 
interp, see next; 6. LN 6.188 adornment, an object which adorns 

kosmos

1182 γινώσκω (ginōskō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 3359; Str 1097; TDNT 1.689
—1. LN 28.1 know, recognize, be aware fem. (Ro 1:21); 2. LN 27.2 
learn, acquire information, implying personal means (Mk 6:38); 3. LN 
27.18 be familiar with, learn to know, through personal experience (Jn 
17:3; 1Jn 2:3); 4. LN 32.16 understand, come to know, perceive

ginōskō

Purpose 1.

Each Purpose Statement comes at the conclusion of that section:

fellowship and the message of eternal life is the subject of the first three 
verses, and he is writing that so that our joy may be complete.

Purpose 2.

Purpose 3.

Fellow believers went out being deceived and deceiving:

Purpose 4.

Abide in Him, abides in you, abides in us, abides in God

these are People that don't know 
God but want to feel spiritual, and 

people who do know God, but have 
chosen the world's system of thinking

People love the mystical approach 
(which is feelings impressions 
intuition and subjective experience;) 
because it gives them all the feeling 
they want without having to humble 
themselves and submit to God or the 
effort needed to know and apply 
Truth.

12.3.23

Whenever God spoke He always gave an 
objective verifiable sign, so that everyone 
would know that He had indeed spoken 
in space-time history

Miracles do happen in the church age, but they're not the norm, and they are 
distinctly different from recorded signs and wonders 

Biblical signs and wonders were undeniable, and evident to all, and they were 
designed to establish doctrine as being from God. They were the credentials of 
the prophets

It's also important to note that faith is built on doctrine, not personal experience.

We do not need personal private experience to believe doctrine

Scripture teaches us how to interpret our experiences

 spirits an attitude, of thinking, a belief system. Test every thought, every person who is teaching a thought to 
see if it is from God or not; test the thought, the attitude
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