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The main thrust of 1st John is to encourage believers to maintain 
fellowship, and don't allow it to be broken by the deceptive words of 
those believers who have left the Church, and have believed and are 
promoting religious lies / false doctrine:

1st John 5:

The man Christ Jesus and His message. 

John's purpose for this epistle:

1 John 1 (NKJV)

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have HEARD, which we have SEEN with our eyes, which we have 

looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word MESSAGE of the life—

2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that Eternal Life 

which was with the Father and was manifested to us

3 — that which we have SEEN and HEARD we declare to you, 

that you also may have fellowship with us; 

and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father and with His 
Son Jesus Christ. 

4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 

5 This is the MESSAGE which we have HEARD from Him and declare to you, 

that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

There is no fellowship with God except through revelation of divine truth:

The woman of Canaan has her doctorate wrong :

Matthew 15:21–28 (NKJV)
21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 

22 And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.” 

23 But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out 
after us.” 

24 But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.” 
25 Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” 
26 But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” 
27 And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” 

28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! 
Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that 
very hour.

Broken fellowship: and maintaining fellowship:

1 John 2:18–29 (NKJV)

18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many 

antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 

Broken fellowship :

                        but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be 
made manifest, that none of them were of us. 
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 
21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the 

truth. 

22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 
23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

How does a believer maintain fellowship?

24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning 

abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life. 

26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you.

27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as 
the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will 

abide in Him. 

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him 
at His coming. 
29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.

1 John 4:1–3 (NKJV)

1 Beloved, do not BELIEVE every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world. 

2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is of God, 

3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh 

is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the 
world.

How to have fellowship with God:

The MESSAGE of the 

ABUNDANT LIFE

1.7.24

False belief breaks fellowship with God

The abundant life is the message of this epistle:

John 10:10 (NASB95)
10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy; I came that they may have life, 

and have it abundant.

accusative — The case that 

normally marks the direct 
object of a verb

pronoun, relative, 
accusative, 
singular, neuter

In the Greek the object of the verb is in the accusative case. 

In vv.1 there are four relative clauses that are neuter accusative 

and therefore cannot refer to a person, so we know they are not talking 
about the person of Christ. 

They are referring to a thing which would be the message.

(2 the life was manifested, and we have SEEN, and bear witness, and declare to you that Eternal Life  

which was with the Father and was manifested to us )

Parenthesis not 
for explanation but 
with a connecting 
element, 

in this case it would 
be an inseparable 
element. You can't 
have the Message 
without the Man

in the parentheses of vv 2. The life is identified with a person which is Jesus Christ

empirical 
evidence

ArticleArticle

In the Greek 
life also has 
the article

John places the emphasis on 
the message by emphasizing 
what they heard

Jesus Christ came not to just offer the gift of eternal life, 

1. by revelation of His message, 

2. which He also verified through signs and wonders, 
which also established Him as the incarnate eternal 
Son of God

3. also throughout the entirety of His life He 

demonstrated His message of the 
abundant life in His humanity:

The Message of the Life

teaching, message, individual conveying a message,
one who is conveying a lie

Abide in the message of life

It's important what we think, that we think precise doctrine

This is the message that we heard from the beginning

Remember the antichrist is setting himself up as God in 
place of Christ, he is saying that he is the Christ

message

message

To what they saw

The entirety of Jesus Christ’s life testimony, in His humanity 

was that He was the eternal son 
of God possessing and presenting the way to eternal 
life

19 They went out from us, 

(akouō)

The job of every minister/pastor is to study the word of God 
with careful contextual criticism in order to obtain a precise 
understanding of it, and then, to present his findings, laying out 
the important details that establishes it's intended meaning.

Nehemiah 8:8 (NKJV):  

8  So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they 
gave the sense, and helped them to understand 
the reading.

We don't want to just assume the meaning from a 
cursory reading of the English translations, this is 

much too often the approach

John is likening those believers who have broken 

fellowship with the apostles, to the Antichrist
John is likening those believers who have broken 

fellowship with the apostles, to the Antichrist

John is likening those believers who have broken 

fellowship with the apostles, to the Antichrist

So it is actual truth, not a misconception of 
truth that identifies a liar

Fellowship 
was 
broken 
because 
they made 
a choice

It was truth that 
they heard from the 
beginning, 

John 8:31 …If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed…

Context

Context

Context

Context

Context

Context

Context

Context

Context

Context

Context

Context
Includes the original languages
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Purpose 
statement

John is not talking about the Man Jesus Christ, he’s talking about the message, and his message is 

emphasizing the entire life of Jesus Christ. 

He is talking about how crucial this manifested is if you want to have fellowship. 

If you don't have the content right, if the doctrine isn't right, there can't be fellowship. 

The point is that if you want to have fellowship with God 

you have to have precise doctrine / that's what is known in scripture as truth.

The point of all this that John is making is about how we understand the abundant life. 

main verb

What they 
heard, and 
were 
eyewitnesses 
of was the 
message they 
were presenting

The empirical evidence of vv1. 
established the message to be that which 

produces The abundant life.

So the message was declared for this 
purpose:

That that which was understood 
concerning the message may result in 
fellowship with a Father and with His 
son Jesus Christ

We proclaim to you the message of the life of the person 
of the man Christ Jesus, that we heard from the beginning

Fellowship with Jesus Christ is 
dependent on their understanding of the 
message of Jesus Christ

Purpose clause

This woman of Canaan is appealing to His grace. She adjusts her prayer as 
she realizes she can't make her plea as a Jew does, Christ’s primary 
mission is to the Jews, and His primary mission is as the Son of David as 
their Messiah, 

but You have a plan and a purpose for Gentiles also, and the Jews come 
first, but the Gentiles come second.”

Things have to be in the proper order, and it is the Jew first, then the 
Gentiles. 

Gentiles get the overflow of God’s grace after it’s fist given to the Jews.

Whenever we pray doctrine, we can be sure that God fellowships with truth: 

(akouō)

John 8:31–32 (NKJV)
31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, 
you are My disciples indeed. 
32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Context

Context

Context

Context

In relation to the entire life of Jesus

5746 φανερόω (phaneroō): vb.; ≡ Str 5319; TDNT 9.3—1. LN 24.19 manifested cause to be 
seen; (pass.) be disclosed, be displayed (Jn 21:1; Mk 16:12, 14 v.r.); 2. LN 28.36 make known, 
reveal, show (2Co 5:11)

Jesus Christ exemplified the abundant life
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