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Humility:

Humility
Keep yourself

Unspotted from the world

Shouldn't we evaluate our spiritual progress, how important is God's 
word to me?

Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV)
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service. 

2 And do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

The standard operating procedure for the Christians core beliefs “to be transformed”, is 
put into practice as an athlete competing for an imperishable crown:

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of 

God.

How much does the approval of others motivate me?

What motivates my work ethics?
What motivates my Bible knowledge efforts?

James 1:9–12 (NKJV)

9 Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 

 but the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. 

11 For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful 
appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his business pursuits. 

12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been 
approved, 

he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who 
love Him.

Contingent blessings in eternity:

Contingent upon your volition:
1st. To learn doctrine
2nd. To apply doctrine

James 1:2–4 (NKJV)
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 

4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

Contingent upon volition:

1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (NKJV)
24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain 
it. 

25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but 

we for an imperishable crown. 

26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 
27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become 
disqualified.

2 Timothy 4:8 (NKJV)

8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that 

Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

1 Peter 5:4 (NKJV)

4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.

Revelation 2:10 (NKJV)
10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, 

that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 
life.

Revelation 3:11 (NKJV)

11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.

Revelation 4:4 (NKJV)
4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; 

and they had crowns of gold on their heads.

Revelation 4:10 (NKJV)
10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast 

their crowns before the throne, saying:

These contingent blessings are not dependent on works; 
they are dependent on your growth because God is not going to bless you beyond your 
capabilities. 

We will only be given these contingent rewards if we have developed the capacity for 
them.

mmm

James 1:27 (NKJV)
27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans 

and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

verb, present, middle, imperative

imperative — The mood that normally expresses a command, 
intention, exhortation, or polite request. The imperative mood is 
therefore not an expression of reality but possibility and 
volition.

middle — The grammatical voice that signifies that the subject of the 
verb is being affected by its own action or is acting upon itself.

the Present imperatives emphasize what should 

be a standard operating 
procedure in the Christian 
life.
However, whether or not it will be, is dependent on 
the will/ or the volition of the individual.

verb, present, passive, imperative

passive — The grammatical voice that signifies that the subject is being 
acted upon; i.e., the subject is the receiver of the verbal action.

2 Timothy 2:5 (NKJV)

5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned 
unless he competes according to the rules.

1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (NKJV)
24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in 
such a way that you may obtain it. 
25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to 

obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 
26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 

27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, 

lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

Colossians 3:16 (NKJV)

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord.

Jeremiah 15:16 (NKJV)

16 Your words were found, and I ate them, And Your word was to me the joy and 
rejoicing of my heart; For I am called by Your name, O Lord God of hosts.

Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV)

18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

John 15:7–10 (NKJV)

7 If you abide in Me, and My words 

abide in you, you will ask what you 
desire, and it shall be done for you. 
8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 
9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved 
you; abide in My love. 

10 If you keep My commandments, 
you will abide in My love, just as I have kept 
My Father’s commandments and abide in His 
love.

2 Corinthians 10:5-6 (NKJV)
5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God, 

bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,
6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is 
fulfilled.

3789 νομίμως (nomimōs): adv.; 
≡ Str 3545; TDNT 4.1088—LN 
72.18 correctly, properly, (most 
versions) in accordance to 
the rules; lawfully

This is an idiom that illustrates the necessary diligent effort required of the believer to self 
discipline, to subdue the old man LAWFULLY according to God’s rules, laid down in scripture, 
(to walk by means of the Spirit and let the word of Christ dwell in me richly)

According to context, what did Paul preach?
Answer: God’s LAWFUL standards; by which all will 
be rewarded at the judgment seat of Christ

Paul said, “I have to follow the same LAW”

An imperative is a law, it is a New Testament God given LAW

All human viewpoint place God's word beneath.
It's that mental attitude that says "It's not that big of a deal…..”

2848 κατά (kata): prep.; ≡ Str 2596— LN 90.31 
against, a marker of opposition 

Do I have an 
approbation 
lust ?

hypsos

It's primary use is directed towards something related to the eternal state

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV)

10 For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that each one may receive the 
things done in the body, according to what he has 
done, whether good or bad.

1 Peter 1:24–25 (NKJV)
24 because “All flesh is as 

grass, And all the 
glory of man as 
the flower of the 
grass. The grass withers, 
And its flower falls away, 

25 But the word of the 
Lord endures forever.” 
Now this is the word 
which by the gospel 
was preached to you.

The Bible never puts anyone down 
because of their wealth. 

Many of the primary figures 
throughout Scripture were some 
of the wealthiest people in the 
world in their time; 

including Job, Abraham, 
Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea, 
and Barnabus, to name just a few.

The issue here with this particular 
congregation was likely because 
there was an issue with money. 

However for you it may be a 
social position, it may be family, 
friends, a particular kind of job or 
working in a particular position; 
perhaps in a position of authority. 

57.200 πορείαb,  (poreia): f: 
business pursuits, with the 
implication of extensive 
activity and journeys 
required—‘pursuit of 
business, business 
endeavors, business 
activity.’ οὕτως καὶ ὁ πλούσιος 
ἐν ταῖς πορείαις αὐτοῦ 
μαρανθήσεται ‘in the same way 
the rich man will be destroyed 
while pursuing his business’ Jas 
1:11.

1 Timothy 6:17–19 (NKJV)

17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be 

haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, 
who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 

18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, 
ready to give, willing to share, 

19 storing up for themselves a 
good foundation for the time to 
come, that they may lay hold 
on eternal life.

The judgment seat of Christ

Fiery trials

As you learn to apply doctrine in the midst of tests one result is maturity.

As a result of maturity God will distribute to us contingent blessings 

that He had from eternity past planned to give us who love Him. 

These contingent blessings are not dependent on works; 
they are dependent on your growth because God is not going to bless you beyond your 
capabilities. 

He is not going to distribute these blessings until we have developed the capacity for 
them. 

So learn and apply and grow to maturity and we are establishing the basis for these 
contingent blessings in eternity, which are rewards. 

Our goal is to grow to spiritual maturity as fast as possible because that is 
where the spiritual life really begins. 

Just as it is in the physical realm, the end of the spiritual life is not to get to maturity. 

You get to maturity, so that you can live 
the adult spiritual life. This is where we glorify God. 

So we have to grow up through learning and applying doctrine:

The only thing that you are going to take with you 
when you leave this earth, when your time arrives to 
go and be with the Lord is: 

the doctrine that is in your soul and your spiritual 
maturity that you possess at that time.

2 Timothy 2:4–5 (NKJV)

4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he 
may please Him who enlisted him as a soldier. 

5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned 

unless he competes 
according to the 
rules.

Just as there were rules for the Greek athlete, there are 
mandates for the Christian life. 

For the Christian however that doesn't mean that if you violate 
a rule, a mandate in Scripture, you are disqualified. 

When we violate one of God's rules/His laws, we recover when 
we implement:

So we can move forward and advance towards spiritual 

maturity, spiritual adulthood, and contingent rewards 
once again.

1 John 1:9 (NKJV)
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

It's acceptable and pleasing to God because we are obeying the command/the 
LAW just as it is written, and as a result we are functioning as God intended us 
to function. 

He saved us to serve Him His way. So it's pleasing to Him because we're doing 
His word His way.

1507 δοκιμάζω (dokimazō): 
vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 1043; Str 1381; 
TDNT 2.255—1. LN 27.45 
examine, to try out, test

In other words, we’re supposed to 
demonstrate that the will of God is :

In other words, we’re supposed to 
demonstrate what God says is:

Romans 12:3 (NKJV)

3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt 
to each one a measure of faith.

Should we obey God's commands with any less care than we would 
prepare our taxes, or obey the laws of the road?

Certainly not, but with much greater care 
we pay attention to every word of 
God

2 Timothy 3:16–4:4 (NKJV)
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His 
appearing and His kingdom: 
2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. 

Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own 
desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 

4 and they will turn their ears away from 

the truth, and be turned 

aside to fables.

What motivates my work ethics?
What motivates my Bible knowledge efforts?

Is it a lust for wealth or acknowledgments?
Is it to have the praise of men?

Or do you love truth about everything  

because you want to know and please God?

This study has been about humility and keeping 
ourselves unspotted from the world;

It's about helping our children through example how 
to develop the capacity for contingent eternal 
blessings

1603 ἐγκρατεύομαι (egkrateuomai): vb.; ≡ Str 1467; TDNT 2.339—LN 88.83 control 

oneself, exercise self-control

TRUTH is the 
key, God only 
fellowships with 
absolute Truth

1.11.24

However in the Church Age we have a far greater empowerment by 
means of the Holy Spirit to obey the word of God:

They have an eternal perspective

John also said under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
"hold fast to what you have heard from the beginning"

If a believer is ever going to be successful in overcoming his selfish, sinful 
tendencies, it's only going to happen when he makes the choice to discipline his 
thinking day and night, to be mindful of the word of God, while at the same time 
choosing to not be mindful of the things of this world whether they're sinful or not

Ezra 7:10 (NKJV)
10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to 
teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.

It's always those 
things that are not 
necessary sinful in 
and of themselves that 
draws one's attention 
from being mindful of 
the word of God; that 
always results in sin 
and broken 
fellowship with God
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