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Gods word enlightens the believer to the Power that He's made available to us :

Christ on His Father's Throne

The empowerment of God was given so that we could succeed over the 
sin nature:

Paul’s Greeting:

Ephesians 1:1–14 (NKJV)
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Statement of blessing:

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ, 
4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 
5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 
6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 
7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 
8 which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 
9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 
10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in 

heaven and which are on earth—in Him. 

11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all 
things according to the counsel of His will, 
12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 
13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you 
were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

Ephesians 1:15–23 (NKJV)

15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 

16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 

17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in 

the knowledge of Him, 

18 the eyes of your understanding have already been being enlightened; 

1. that you may know what is the hope of His calling, 

2. what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

19 and 3. what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His 

mighty power 

20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in 

the heavenly places, 

21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also 
in that which is to come. 

22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all 

things to the church, 

23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

4 key Psalms that are the background for Paul's teaching to the Ephesian 
church:

Terms that identify something about Jesus Christ: 

Son of Man 
Son of God 
Son of David 
King of kings and Lord of lords 

Each term represents something different:

The ascension complete surprise to strategic victory in the angelic conflict

The difference in strategy and tactics: 
strategy is the overall plan 
tactics is what you do in a specific situation 

The strategy was to defeat Satan at the Cross when Christ would be 
crucified as the Seed of the woman, which is predicted in:

A. the crucifixion was victory over the penalty of sin—Spiritual death

B. His resurrection was victory over the physical consequences of sin. 
Physical Death is a consequence of the penalty of spiritual death.

C. His ascension was His victory over Satan and the demonic armies.

The Davidic Covenant, and that God would be faithful to that covenant, 
and that He would preserve the royal line of David:

Psalm 89:1–4 (NKJV)
1 I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever; With my mouth will I make known Your faithfulness to all generations. 
2 For I have said, “Mercy shall be built up forever; Your faithfulness You shall establish in the very heavens.” 

3 “I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn to My servant 
David: 

4 ‘Your seed I will establish forever, And build up your throne to all 
generations.’ ” Selah

Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)

14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy 

and TRUTH go before Your face.

Psalm 89:20–37 (NKJV)

20 I have found My servant David; With My holy oil I have anointed him, 
21 With whom My hand shall be established; Also My arm shall strengthen him. 
22 The enemy shall not outwit him, Nor the son of wickedness afflict him. 
23 I will beat down his foes before his face, And plague those who hate him. 

24 “But My faithfulness and My Mercy shall be with him, And in My name his horn shall 

be exalted. 
25 Also I will set his hand over the sea, And his right hand over the rivers. 
26 He shall cry to Me, ‘You are my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation.’ 
27 Also I will make him My firstborn, The highest of the kings of the earth. 

28 My Mercy I will keep for him forever, And My covenant shall stand firm with him. 

29 His seed also I will make to endure forever, And His throne as the days of heaven. 
30 “If his sons forsake My law And do not walk in My judgments, 
31 If they break My statutes And do not keep My commandments, 
32 Then I will punish their transgression with the rod, And their iniquity with stripes. 

33 Nevertheless My lovingkindness I will not utterly take from him, Nor allow My faithfulness to 
fail. 
34 My covenant I will not break, Nor alter the word that has gone out of My lips. 
35 Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David: 
36 His seed shall endure forever, And his throne as the sun before Me; 
37 It shall be established forever like the moon, Even like the faithful witness in the sky.” Selah

Jesus Christ’s gentile Priestly session:

Psalm 110:1–Psalm 111 (NKJV)

1 The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I 
make Your enemies Your footstool.” 
2 The Lord shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your enemies! 
3 Your people shall be volunteers In the day of Your power; In the beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning, You 
have the dew of Your youth. 

4 The Lord has sworn And will not relent, “You are a priest forever According to the 
order of Melchizedek.” 

5 The Lord is at Your right hand; He shall execute kings in 
the day of His wrath. 
6 He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the places with dead bodies, He shall execute the heads of many countries. 
7 He shall drink of the brook by the wayside; Therefore He shall lift up the head. 
1 Praise the Lord! I will praise the Lord with my whole heart, In the assembly of the upright and in the congregation. 
2 The works of the Lord are great, Studied by all who have pleasure in them. 
3 His work is honorable and glorious, And His righteousness endures forever. 
4 He has made His wonderful works to be remembered; The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 
5 He has given food to those who fear Him; He will ever be mindful of His covenant. 
6 He has declared to His people the power of His works, In giving them the heritage of the nations. 
7 The works of His hands are verity and justice; All His precepts are sure. 
8 They stand fast forever and ever, And are done in truth and uprightness. 
9 He has sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His covenant forever: Holy and awesome is His name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments. His 
praise endures forever.

The return of the Lord’s anointed, and He defeats the kings of the earth:

Psalm 2 (NKJV)
1 Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing? 
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the Lord and against His Anointed, 
saying, 
3 “Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us.” 
4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in derision. 
5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in His deep displeasure: 
6 “Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion.” 
7 “I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 

8 Ask of Me, and I will give You The 

nations for Your inheritance, And the 

ends of the earth for Your possession. 

9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces 
like a potter’s vessel.’ ” 
10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings; Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 
11 Serve the Lord with fear, And rejoice with trembling. 
12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, And you perish in the way, When His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who 
put their trust in Him.

Daniel 7:13–14 (NKJV)

13 “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the 
clouds of heaven! 

He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. 

14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages 

should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one 
Which shall not be destroyed.
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Their testimony

the 
Father

Jesus 
Christ

Jesus 
Christ

The purpose of Divine Revelation: to mature the believer in the full use 
of his GIFTING in-service to the body, to prepare the body to be 
presented to God the Father:

1 Corinthians 12:11–17 (NKJV)
11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 
individually as He wills. 
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one 

body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 
13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.

14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 

15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it 
therefore not of the body? 
16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it 
therefore not of the body? 
17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were 
hearing, where would be the smelling? 

1 Corinthians 12:27 (NKJV)
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 

Colossians 1:21–24 (NKJV)
21 And you, who once were alienated and 
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet 

now He has reconciled 

22 in the body of His flesh through death, 

to present you holy, and blameless, and above 
reproach in His sight—

23 if indeed you continue in the faith, 
grounded and steadfast, and are not moved 

away from the hope of the gospel 
which you heard, which was preached to 
every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, 
became a minister. 
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and 
fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the 
afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, 
which is the church,

Jesus 
Christ

United us back to 
God

Purpose clause

this is 
how

That God the Father will see the 
perfect work of Jesus Christ 
complete in us

Conditional 
clause

1 Corinthians 10:13 (NKJV)
13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, 
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

This passage is often missused with the distortion that “God’s not going to give us 
more than we can handle.” 

But that’s not what that verse says. 

The verse says that: God has given us the tools so that we can 
endure it, and those tools are what’s in His Word. 

He has given us the Holy Spirit and 
He’s given us the Word of God, 

and that’s what enables us to endure and to go forward.

This is one of those great passages because it gives us a tremendous illustration of 
the greatness, the immensity of God’s strength and His power, and that if He can do 
this, then there’s not anything in our lives that we face, that God can’t also handle.

Paul's prayer

it’s the Holy Spirit who is characterized as providing 
wisdom and for revealing the TRUTH to us, and the 
focal point of TRUTH is—in the knowledge of God

So this is a fuller, complete, more 
intimate knowledge of God, moving 
beyond Bible facts, to where we are 
living a closer relationship with Him 
day by day.

2106 ἐπίγνωσις (epignōsis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 
1922; TDNT 1.689—1. LN 28.2 knowledge, to possess information 
(Ro 1:28), for another interp, see last; 2. LN 28.18 
knowledge, the content of what is known 

This took place at 
regeneration

Confident 
expectation, so it's 
looking forward to 
something in the 
future

When we responded to the invitation to believe in Christ
So when we responded there was a message that when 
we died we would go to be with the Lord face-to-face 
with Him, and that’s our hope. 

It looks to the past; we responded with a future 
confidence, a future conviction.

The message was that if 
you believe in Jesus, He 
will give you eternal life

we responded with a future confidence, a future conviction.

Colossians 1:5–6 (NKJV)
5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the 
truth of the gospel, 

6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is 
also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in 

TRUTH;

Titus 1:2 (NKJV)

2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began,

Ephesians 4:4 (NKJV)

4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling;

This is the invitation to salvation that we responded to—as the calling that looks at us as those who have 
responded, who have a new life in Christ.

Therefore there is a new standard for our lifestyle. There’s a new standard for conduct. 
There is a new standard for the way in which we live—we walk with the Lord.

This is future.

When the body of Christ is gathered together with the Lord at the Rapture, and we are 
before the throne of God, there is a glory that we bring to God because the church received 
the rain from heaven as it were, and became fruit that nourished the whole body, who has 
attained to the image of Christ

We've merged metaphors, 
but ultimately all Biblical 
metaphors are intended to 
merge at this juncture

They're intended to teach 
and instruct and unite for 
this ultimate goal

dynamis energeia

kratos

dynamis

The exceeding 
greatness of God's 
power is 
emphasized:

Example of God’s 

great power:

Daniel 7:13–14 (NKJV)

13 “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, 
Coming with the clouds of heaven! 

He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. 

14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not 

pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.

At this point in the future at the end of the Tribulation, the Son of Man is going to come 
to the Ancient of Days and ask for the Kingdom.

That tells us that while He is seated at the right hand of the Father, He is not King, 
He has not been given the kingdom yet, which does not occur until the end of the 
Tribulation.

It is at that time that God the Father will give to Him the kingdom, and all 
dominion and all power is given Him.

 This relates to the host of the fallen angelic demons and Satan. 

But presently Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father, so that authority 
that He’s being given, will not be exercised until the Father gives it to Him.

This is the Example, so it should amaze us that that power is available to us. 

And it is the same power of the word of God and the Holy Spirit that we have 
available to us, to use against every testing that comes our way

The last four versus flow out of 19

God has given the church ample tools to succeed!
God's Word never fails, therefore the tools that 
God has given us through His Word will never 
fail

Purpose clause

Purpose clause

mmm

Christ's priestly role 
during the church 
age:

God the 
Father

Jesus the 
son of God

Millennial 
reign of Christ

End of the great 
tribulation:

Then Daniel steps back to just 
before he came with the clouds 
of heaven

Then Daniel steps 
back to just before 
he came with the 
clouds of heaven

He 
previously 
came

God the Father Jesus the 
son of God

The Son of God, became flesh, therefore 
He represented humanity in His flesh

Speaks of Christ humanity

Speaks of Christ's deity

Speaks of Christ descent from king David

Is not applied until He returns to earth in Revelation 19

We can see the chronology that takes place, looking at different 
prophetic passages, where: 
Jesus ascends, 

PRESENTLY—He is seated at the Father’s right hand during the 
Church Age 
He is ministering as the High Priest for the church and 
He is the head of the the body/the church.

Then at the end of the Tribulation: 
IN THE FUTURE—He is going to request of the Father the Kingdom. 
The Kingdom is given to Him, then 
He returns to the earth at the Second Coming to destroy the armies of the 
antichrist and the false prophet and 
He establish His Kingdom. 

All of this is based on a good 
understanding of the Davidic Covenant

 According to scripture Jesus is presently serving as our High Priest. 

He is not a high priest according to Aaron, but according to the 
Melchizedekian priesthood. 

Melchizedek was a priest-king of Salem, an early name for Jerusalem. 
Melchizedek was Gentile, not Jewish, and he was both priest and king. 

Melchizedek’s priesthood is a type of Christ’s priesthood. 

Jesus did not come from the tribe of Levi, so he could not be a 
Levitical priest, but He is a priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

Genesis 3:15 (NKJV)
15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between 

your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, 
And you shall bruise His heel.”

Christ paid the penalty for sin. 

He separated judicially from the Father, so that He 
bears our sin in His own body, on the Cross. 

That is His victory over the penalty of sin.

Ephesians 1:17–23 (NKJV)

17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the Spirit of 

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 

18 the eyes of your understanding have already been being 
enlightened; 

1. that you may know what is the hope of His calling,

19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to 

the working of His mighty power 

19

20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and 

seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,

These three elements are the totality of Christ’s strategic victory in 
the angelic conflict

The ascension elevated a man, a human being. 

He, the man Christ Jesus is in hypostatic union, but He 
is still human. He will always be human. 

He is undiminished deity united with true humanity 
forever and throughout eternity.

Right now at the right hand of the Father is a human 
being; He is seated there in a position of authority. This 
goes to passages that talk about man being created 
initially a little lower than the angels, but then they are 
elevated above that.

1 Corinthians 6:3 (NKJV)
3 Do you not know that we shall 
judge angels? How much more, 
things that pertain to this life?

Hebrews 2:6–8 (NKJV)

6 But one testified in a certain place, saying: “What is man 
that You are mindful of him, Or the son of man 
that You take care of him? 
7 You have made him a little lower than the angels; You have 
crowned him with glory and honor, And set him over the works 
of Your hands. 
8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet.” For in that 
He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put 

under him. But now we do not yet see 
all things put under him.

21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.

22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be 
head over all things to the church, 

23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

God places the highest priority on 
mankind, after all we were created in 
the image of God

Man, the weakest of all God’s creation
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