
3. the Armor of God in context 2.4.24

- 184 -

A primary theme throughout scripture, is focused on 
instructing the believer how to identify sin

1.

a.

2.

a.

3.

a.

4.

a.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Satan is finite, and his arrogance has blinded him to TRUTH:

the 
Armor of God 

in context

Like son like father:

2 Corinthians 4:3–4 (NKJV)

3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 

4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not 
believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.

Satan the father               of all lies, and his children hate truth, and 
they suppress truth:

Matthew 15:14 (NKJV)

14 Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into 
a ditch.”

Romans 1:18, 21, 22, 28 (NKJV)

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 

21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor 
were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish 
hearts were darkened. 

22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 
gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not 
fitting; 

2 Corinthians 2:11 (NASB95)

11 so that no advantage would be taken of us by 

Satan, for we are not ignorant of 
his schemes.

kosmos: 

God’s armor is for spiritual warfare:

There are only two ways to do something, it is either God's way, or 
Satan's way

2 Corinthians 10:3–5 (NASB95)

3 1.For though we walk in the flesh, 2.we do not war according to the flesh, 

4 3.for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, 

but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 

5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge 

of God, and we are taking every thought captive to 
the obedience of Christ,

This passage is teaching us to equip ourselves well, with TRUTH, so that 
we will be able to resist the devil and his children in the day of their evil:

Ephesians 6:10–20 (NASB95)

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength/ Power of His might. 

11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the 

 

12 Forbecaus our struggle wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against 

the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day,  

and having done everything, to stand firm. 

14 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with TRUTH, and having put 

on the breastplate of righteousness,

 

15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the 
flaming arrows of the evil one. 

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all 

perseverance and petition for all the saints,

19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the 

opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the 
gospel, 
20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may 
speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

John 12:31 (NASB95)

31 “Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.

Satan the creature:

2.4.24

the 
Armor of God 

in context

TRUTH is always primary

Colossians 1:15–17 (NASB95)
15 He Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created 
through Him and for Him. 

17 He is before all things, and in Him Jesus Christ all things hold together.

Satan's desire is to be as God, but his very existence is dependent on God

Genesis 3:15 (NKJV)
15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between 

your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, 

And you shall bruise His heel.”

Who is the seed of Satan?

They are fallen humanity who have willingly chosen to 
participate with demonic deception

Matthew 23:33 (NASB95)

33 “You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you 
escape the sentence of hell?Singular/Jesus Christ

Satan is the exact opposite of God, 

unlike God who is omnipotent/ unlimited in power, 
unlike God who is omniscient/ who not only knows all things, but is 
also the source of all knowledge, and 
unlike God who is omnipresent/ present everywhere at all times ; 

Satan on the other hand has no omni characteristics!

He is limited to his finite being, and he is as limited in his ability to 
understand truth, in the same way and for the same reason fallen man is.

God: 
Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)
14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go before 
Your face.

Where as Satan:
John 8:44 (NKJV)
44 ………was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there 
is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and 
the father of it.

Satan's strategies are revealed by his titles

geenna The Valley of Hennom

Translating the Greek word 
geenna is interpretation not 
translation

father

What are the available resources for the thought systems, of Satan and his children, 

since they have chosen to ”suppress the truth” and ”did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge”?

Scripture tells us that they have internalized their value system. They proclaim no God is going 
to tell them what to do; so they can only produce lies and deceptions because that's what they 
stand in; that's their chosen preference to establish themselves firmly in opposition to the 
truth because they hate truth:

It's intended that we are to have a 
clear understanding of what we are 
arming ourselves against

If you can't identify the enemy, 
you have no use for armor

John 8:44 (NKJV)

44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he speaks it’s a lie, 

he speaks from his own resources, 

for he is a liar and the father of it. Because he has no access to truth, 
therefore his only available resources 
are the lie that he stands in

2 Corinthians 11:12–15 (NASB95)
12 But what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I may cut off opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to 
be regarded just as we are in the matter about which they are boasting.

13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.
14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 
15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as 
servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.

They are deceivers/they are liars 

2 Corinthians 2:5–11 (NASB95)
5 But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but in some 
degree—in order not to say too much—to all of you. 
6 Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by the 
majority, 
7 so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise 
such a one might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 
8 Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him. 
9 For to this end also I wrote, so that I might put you to the test, whether you are 
obedient in all things. 
10 But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have 
forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of 
Christ, 

11 so that no advantage would 

be taken of us by Satan, for 
we are not ignorant 
of his schemes.

This correction precedes the correction of

1 Corinthians 5:1–6 (NASB95)
1 It is actually reported that there is immorality 
among you, and immorality of such a kind as does 
not exist even among the Gentiles, that 

someone has his father’s wife.

2 You have become arrogant and 
have not mourned instead, so that 
the one who had done this deed 
would be removed from your 
midst. 
3 For I, on my part, though absent in body but 
present in spirit, have already judged him who has 
so committed this, as though I were present. 
4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are 
assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus, 
5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for 
the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may 
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that 
a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough?

TheContextis dealing with a man who had given himself over to 

sin, into a forbidden relationship with his father's wife.

Paul is saying that the congregation needed to welcome him back, because he had 

turned from his sin, “Lest Satan should take advantage of us; for 
we are not ignorant of his devices/ schemes.”

By continuing to operate in self-righteous arrogance because 
you are holding a past sin against someone, when it’s no 
longer an issue, then you've been blinded by your arrogance. 

When we fall into any sin of arrogance that’s falling into 
the sin of Satan.

3784 νόημα (noēma), ατος (atos), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ 

Str 3540; TDNT 4.960—1. LN 26.14 mind, 
thoughts, schemes, the psychological 
facility of reasoning (2Co 3:14; 4:4; 11:3; Php 4:7+); 2. 
LN 30.15 thought, the content of 
reasoning and thinking (2Co 2:11; 10:5+)

This word noēma is only used 6 
times in the New Testament.
5 times in 2 Corinthians and 1 in 
Philippians 4:7

The idea in each of the uses is the idea of 
thinking, what a person thinks.

noēma

Philippians 4:6–7 (NASB95)
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
noēma

The word mind in this case is used as a figure of speech. 

This figure of speech is called a metonymy, which is when you put the thing, for what the thing does. 

So what does the mind do? The mind thinks, it strategizes, it works out its plans and its 

procedures. And that’s the idea in 2 Corinthians 2:7, also in Philippians 4:7.

When we hear that God will guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,  it’s talking about the 
spiritual thought processes developed through truth. That’s the idea of this 
word in each of these various uses, it is the idea of how the person thinks.

3180 κόσμος (kosmos), ου (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ Str 2889; TDNT 3.868—1. LN 1.1 universe, as an 
ordered structure (Ac 17:24); 2. LN 1.39 earth, the surface of the earth, where mankind dwells (Mt 4:8; Mk 

16:15 v.r.); 3. LN 41.38 world system, godless world standards (Gal 6:14); 
4. LN 9.23 people, those estranged from God (1Co 6:2); 5. LN 79.12 adorning (1Pe 3:3), for another interp, see 

next; 6. LN 6.188 adornment, an object which adorns

The word world refers to this kosmic system of thought

That which has organization, the word KOSMOS is a word that has a lot of 
different meanings.

It talks about things that are arrayed, that are 
organized a certain way, adorned, and made very, 
very attractive. 

This describes all of the organized thought systems of the 
world. 
This includes all philosophies, and all world religions, anything that is not 
coming from the Bible.

A lot of people use the phrase, “that’s biblical”. What they 

mean is that they can make that fit the Bible. 

But what it means when you say something is biblical, is it is derived directly 
from the Bible, via exegesis from the text, this is what the text teaches. 

It’s not something we can massage, and make it seem to fit what the Bible says, 
or something similar to it.

Often times a minister will start with an idea,  
then cherry pick some verses, and make it sound 
like a biblical concept

2 Corinthians 11:13–15 (NASB95)
13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.

14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 
15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise 
themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to 
their deeds.

Appearing to be something it isn't

John 8:44 (NKJV)

44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he speaks it’s a lie, 

he speaks from his own resources, 

for he is a liar and the father of it.

We are told that Satan stands in the exact 
opposite position of truth, for that reason he 

can only produce a lie

So we are not ignorant of how Satan thinks. He can only think in terms of 
lies and deception.

So the children of Satan also stand in opposition to truth, because they 
oppose God:

verb, present, 
passive, 
imperative present — The verb tense where the writer 

portrays an action in process or a state of 
being with no assessment of the action’s 
completion

This is our primary command, The other commands in the aorist tense are telling us how to do this.

Purpose 
clauseverb, aorist, 

imperative schemes of the devil.

verb, aorist, 
imperative

The present imperative shows its importance, emphasizing that this is supposed to be a lifestyle.

A lot of times when you have this kind of structure you have the initial command expressed in a 
present imperative and then the details of how you do that, are then expressed in aorist tense 
commands. The basic command in vv.10 is to be strong in the lord and in the strength of His 
might, and the way that's going to happen is when we:

2705 ἵσταμαι 
(histēmi): vb.; 
≡ Str 2476; TDNT 
7.638—1. LN 
85.40 put, cause 
to be in a place, 
place, make 
stand 

Purpose 
clause

histēmi

histēmi

Synonymous 
phrases

How do we 
become strong?

1. 2.

anthistēmi

Genesis 3:1 (NASB95)

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, 
has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?”

3497 μεθοδεία (methodeia), ας (as), 
ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 3180; TDNT 
5.102—LN 88.158 scheming, 
craftiness; (pl.) wiles, 
strategies (Eph 4:14; 6:11+; Eph 
6:12 v.r. NA26)

methodeia

Purpose 
clause

verb, aorist, 
imperative

The variety of armor is 
intended to illustrate that 
we are to be fully equipped 
with TRUTH in order to 
identify sin, and resist those 
schemes of the devil and 
his children, in the day of 
their evil.

If we can't identify sin, 
we won't resist it

deceiver from the beginning

We will speak more particularly to the different armor parts in our next study

mmm

We are to be armed well with TRUTH 

TRUTH is always primary

2 Timothy 3:13 (NASB95)

13 But evil men and 
impostors will proceed from 
bad to worse, deceiving and 
being deceived.

Ezekiel 28:13–15 (NASB95)
13 “You were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone was your covering: The 
ruby, the topaz and the diamond; The beryl, the onyx and the jasper; The lapis lazuli, the 
turquoise and the emerald; And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, 
Was in you. On the day that you were created They were prepared. 
14 “You were the anointed cherub who covers, And I placed you there. You were on the 
holy mountain of God; You walked in the midst of the stones of fire. 

15 “You were blameless in your ways From the day you were created Until 
unrighteousness was found in you.

identify the enemy,

When he speaks it's a lie, because he speaks from his 
own resources, therefore he is a liar and the father of it

John 3:19 (NKJV)

19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come 

into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because for their deeds 

were evil.
gar

1 Corinthians 1:10 (NKJV)
10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same 

mind and in the same judgment.

1 Corinthians 2:16 (NKJV)

16 For “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind 
of Christ.

refers to our mortal bodies,

 though we live our lives in the flesh, 

the flesh in the first phrase, doesn’t have that overtone of the sin nature.

We don't war according to our sin nature

Divinely empowered by God
What are those fortresses?
They are all of this worlds beautifully arrayed 
thought systems that our sin nature is so 
attracted to

not derived from our autonomy from God. They’re not 
grounded in our own sin nature and our desire to 
make life work on our own apart from God

Satan's way

God’s way

A right thing done in a 
right way is right, but a 
right thing done in a 
wrong way is wrong.

When the supreme court 
justices were being evaluated as 
a candidate for the highest court 
in the land by Congress, Satan's 
children asked the question (in a 
shaming sort of way) will your 
religion influence your 
decisions on the bench

Every one of the religious 
justices buckled under the 
pressure and answered no, our 
faith in God is completely 
separate from our legal decision 
making

That includes every category of human 
intellectual activity, whether it is song or 
dance, poetry are writing fiction or 
nonfiction, how we think about history, 
about economics, or politics; literally 
every area of thought needs to be 
brought under the authority of divine 
revelation.

Where to take a defensive position, not an offensive position!

We are to stand firm in a 
defensive way, in place, with 
the word of God in our soul, it 
is Christ who goes on the 
offensive, not us

Mortal powers

3179 κοσμοκράτωρ (kosmokratōr), ορος (oros), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ Str 2888; TDNT 3.913—1. LN 37.73 
world ruler,  supernatural power (Eph 6:12+)

kosmokratōr

These are the rulers of 
the kosmic system. 
These are fallen angels 
influencing the world 

The belt of truth,

a Roman soldier wore a belt around his waist with all his equipment attached to it: 
his sword, his breastplate, everything hangs on that belt,.

In other words, TRUTH is what holds everything together

Obedience to God's word/
sanctification. Experiential 
righteousness, cleansed 
from sin

trusting in the sufficiency of God’s 
Word that is the shield of the faith, it is 
the word of God that we believe that 
protects us

what gives our feet stability is the gospel of peace with God
It's maintaining steady walk of faith with God, and that brings peace to our soul

The armor of God in this passage is just a 
general metaphor for protection of the believer 
through God's means and methods:

That's why it is so vitally important that we know the word of God, and 
that we  don't forget it

The armor of God in this passage is just a general 
metaphor for protection of the believer through God's 
means and methods:

The general teaching is that we are to equip ourselves 
well, with TRUTH, so that we will be able to resist the 
devil and his children in the day of their evil.

God has given us everything we need for life and godliness, it's up to you 
and I to utilize it.

this present darkness of a fallen world
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