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The 12 apostles:

The Gifts of the Spirit

The Gift of Healing:

Paul is correcting the carnally minded Corinthian believer’s 
understanding of spiritual gifts, that comes from their pagan 
background:

1 Corinthians 12:1–31 (NKJV)

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 

2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, 

however you were led. 

3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, 

 

4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 

6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit 
of all: 

8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the 
same Spirit, 

9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He 

wills. 

12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one 

body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 

13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or 

free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 

14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 

15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 
16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 
17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the 
smelling? 

18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 

19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be? 

20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 

21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of 
you.” 

22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 

23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater 

honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 
24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part 
which lacks it, 

25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should 

have the same care for one another. 

26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the 

members rejoice with it. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 

28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second 

prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 
varieties of tongues. 

29 Are all APOSTLES? Are all PROPHETS? Are all TEACHERS? Are all workers of 
miracles? 
30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 

31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more 
excellent way.

Paul in his teaching to the Corinthian church brought strong emphasis to the speaking 
gifts, which were the issue; and never where the miracle gifts an issue.

If the physical manifestations/Signs and wonders, were active 
throughout the members; with such a carnally minded group, they most certainly 
would've been one of Paul's major points to correct.

The 11 apostles and then Paul:

Mark 3:14–15 (NKJV)

14 Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to 

preach, 

15 and to have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons:

Matthew 9:35–38 (NKJV)
35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 
36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like 
sheep having no shepherd. 

37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 
38 Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” 

Matthew 10:1–4 (NKJV)

1 And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. 

2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are 
these: first, 

1.Simon, who is called Peter, and 

2.Andrew his brother; 

3.James the son of Zebedee, and 

4.John his brother; 

3 5.Philip and 

6.Bartholomew; 

7.Thomas and 

8.Matthew the tax collector; 

9.James the son of Alphaeus, and 

10.Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 

4 11.Simon the Cananite, and 

12.Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.

Paul counted as one of the twelve apostles:
1 Corinthians 15:3–11 (NKJV)
3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 

5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 

6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the 
greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 

7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 

8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 

9 For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they 
all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
11 Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.

The apostles were eyewitnesses of Christ’s life:

Acts 1:21–22 (NASB95)
21 “Therefore it is necessary that of the men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us— 

22 beginning with the baptism of John until the day that He was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness 
with us of His resurrection.”

1 John 1:1–3 (NKJV)

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, 
concerning the Word of life—
2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father 
and was manifested to us—
3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

Apostleship was confirmed by God with signs and wonders:

2 Corinthians 12:12 (NKJV)

12 Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in 
signs and wonders and mighty deeds.
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Signs and Wonders performed by the 12 apostles set 
them apart as being sanctioned by Jesus Christ, for their 
unique position to initiate the church age, and to fill up 
divine revelation for the final stages of human history

Ephesians 4:11–13 (NKJV)
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 

13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

The question from the previous 
study was related to,

mmm

1254 δέ (de): pt. and cj.; ≡ Str 
1161—1. LN 89.94 and now, a 
marker of an addition

de

Paul lays out his 
teaching subject 
for the next three 
chapters

Their system of 
thought they 
lived under as 
gentiles

It is this pagan 
thought system, 
that Paul's 
teaching is going 
to cleanse them 
from

936 ἄφωνος (aphōnos), ον (on): 
adj.; ≡ Str 880—1. LN 33.106 
mute, silent, without speech 

aphōnos

88.152 ἀπάγωd(apagō): to cause 
someone to depart from correct behavior
—‘to lead astray, to mislead, 
to deceive.

apagō

1475 διό (dio): cj.; ≡ Str 1352—
LN 89.47 therefore, for this 
reason; a relatively emphatic 
marker of a result, usually 
denoting that the inference is 
self-evident

and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.

accusative — The case that 

normally marks the direct 
object of a verb

noun, accusative, 
plural

11.37 τὰ ἔθνη (ethnos), (occurring only in the 
plural): (an extended meaning of ἔθνος ‘nation,’ 
11.55) those who do not belong to the Jewish or 
Christian faith—‘heathen, pagans

So in contrast to Satan's method of influencing demonic 
worship through dumb idols

Paul demonstrates that unity begins with a knowledge of the 
workings of God the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit

ethnos

Psalm 115:5–8 (NKJV)

5 They have mouths, but they do not speak; Eyes they have, but they do not see; 
6 They have ears, but they do not hear; Noses they have, but they do not smell; 

7 They have hands, but they do not handle; Feet they have, but they do not walk; Nor do they mutter through 
their throat. 
8 Those who make them are like them; So is everyone who trusts in them.

Habakkuk 2:18–19 (NKJV)
18 “What profit is the image, that its maker should carve it, The molded image, a teacher of lies, That the maker of its mold 

should trust in it, To make mute idols? 

19 Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Awake!’ To silent stone, ‘Arise! It shall teach!’ Behold, it is overlaid with gold and 
silver, Yet in it there is no breath at all.

1 Corinthians 10:20 (NKJV)

20 Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they 
sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want 

you to have fellowship with demons.

ethnos

The Corinthian church’s pagan thought system that has 
accompanied them into their faith for justification, is 
influencing their understanding of the communication 
gifts/ revelatory gifts

Paul is going to teach them that they're thinking must not 
be independent from the Holy Spirit's guidance, that they 
are all to be led by the one Spirit

verb, present, 
passive, participle, 
plural

In the ancient world the issue was that they were rejecting 
the humanity of Christ. 

You will recall that John corrects the same issue in 1 John

Paul is 
emphasizing 
unity in the 
three persons of 
the Godhead

Lord speaks of the deity of Jesus

God the Father

God the Holy Spirit

God working in the activities of the faithful God's will is being accomplished

Have a complete understanding of the 
person of Jesus Christ as God

So Paul is saying that a good understanding of the spiritual 
gifts is going to be Christ centered:

Part of the 
baggage that the 
Corinthian church 
brought into their 
Christianity were 
what was known 
as the mystery 
religions

1st. the Holy 
Spirit's 
manifestation in 
the gifts

The Holy 
Spirit unites 
the body of 
Christ

Gift manifestations

Paul asks these 
rhetorical 
questions, to 
teach each 

member to 

value the other 

members 

part in the body, 
as equal or 
greater value 
than yours

Many in the Corinthian church came out of what was known as 
the mystery religions.

These mystery religions provided some sense of salvation and 
identification with a god. 

They would get involved in these ecstatic experiences in various 
temple locations and the idea was that the god would enter into 
them, and speak through them with ecstatic utterances, and 

that would be a sign of their spirituality and relationship with 
the god.

So the Corinthians were bringing that to their understanding 

of the spiritual gifts.

Acts 5:12 (NKJV)

12 And through the hands of the apostles many signs and 
wonders were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in 
Solomon’s Porch.

2 Corinthians 12:12 (NASB95)

12 The signs of a true apostle were performed among you 
with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and 
miracles.

There is no biblical evidence whatsoever for so-called miracle 
healers, or exorcists as a gifting for church age believers.

No church age believer since the death of the last apostle, has a 
spiritual gift for healing, or casting out demons.

Hebrews 2:3–4 (NKJV)

3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which 
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 

was confirmed to us by those who heard 
Him, 

4 God also bearing witness both with signs and 
wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy 

Spirit, according to His own will?

These signs and wonders were clearly visible physical 
manifestations that word clearly unique to the twelve 
apostles only.

These giftings were physical miracles that set the apostles 
apart from all other church age believers; otherwise they 
would not have been identified as:

!

!

Mark 16:20 (NKJV)

20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and 
confirming the word through the accompanying signs. 
Amen.
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the half brother 
of Jesus

Paul

This was like a nickname for the group, so 
whether there was 5, 10, 11 or 13 they 
were referred to as :

An apostle had to be an 
eyewitnesses of Jesus resurrection

APOSTLESHIP

Peter is speaking

Paul is speaking

the twelve

vv. 2 is similar in context to Ephesians 
4:11–13 contrasting Satan's 

inharmonious, combative ways with 
God’s way of life that unites

It's no longer going to be like it was when they were carried back-and-forth by those 
dumb idols;

But now they will learn that God's methods/ His spiritual gifts, are designed to 
focus our attention on serving others, over the self focused thought systems 
of idle worship

So Paul turns 
the Corinthian 
church’s 
attention to the 
one true God

There is no teaching in scripture telling us to find out what spiritual gift 
we have!

But as we grow to spiritual maturity we will naturally be operating in that 
spiritual gifting 

Spiritual gifts are the direct result of the ascension of Christ, 
His current session, and for the purposes of God in the current church age. 

Remember, He is preparing you and me to rule and reign with Him in the 
future millennial reign of Christ.

There are 2 categories of spiritual gifts in the N.T: 
permanent and temporary. 

The church age is actually divided into 2 sections: 
1st. the apostolic period or pre-canon period, the period that went from about 33-95 AD. 
It was the period before the New Testament was completed, that time period when the 
body of Christ was in its infancy because they didn't have a sufficient or completed 

canon. But by the time the apostle John had finished Revelation the canon was 
complete. 
2nd. the post-apostolic period and the post-canon period is where we now have a 
completed canon of Scripture. 

During the apostolic period there were certain temporary gifts, and some of these 
involved giving revelation because there was no completed canon at that time. 

Once that canon was complete then the temporary gifts no 
longer had a purpose. 

Temporary gifts were those gifts that were distributed to the apostles and certain disciples 
as credentials to establish their unique position, and for the infant church to be able to 
function before the canon was complete; and also to a scripture the final divine 
instructions for church age use.

Tongues is a sign gift related to God's announcement of judgment on Israel.

There is a distinction between natural talents and spiritual gifts. Natural talents such as music are not spiritual gifts.

Verse 27 once 
again

one body
many members each one with his own gift to edify the whole body
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