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The Patient Disciple 

Patiently enduring grief from fellow believers

Is a Christian necessarily identifiable ?

For the Christian/ disciples, it's all about how and what we think:

Acts 11:19–26 (NKJV)

19 Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen, traveled as far as 

Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews only. 

20 But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, SPOKE to 

the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. 
21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and 

a great number believed and turned to the Lord. 

22 Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 

out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. 

23 When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and ENCOURAGED 

them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with 
the Lord. 

24 For he was a good man, 
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And 

a great many people were added to the Lord. 

25 Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. 

26  And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they 
assembled with the church and TAUGHT a great many people. 

And the disciples were first called Christians in 
Antioch.

We are to control our thoughts, how we think about others by making 
use of Biblical instruction:
2 Corinthians 10:5–6 (NKJV)

5  casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every 

thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ, 

 

6  and being ready to punish all disobedience when your 

obedience is fulfilled.

Scripture instructs me as a disciple, to think of fellow believers with 
the same compassion and patience, that I would like to receive when I 
speak or do something that I shouldn't have:

John 13:34–35 (NKJV)

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another. 
35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

James 4:7–12 (NKJV)

7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. 

9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

11 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who 

speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not 
a doer of the law but a judge. 
12 There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another?

1 Peter 1:22–2:3 (NKJV)

22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in 

sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a 

pure heart, 
23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides 
forever, 
24 because “All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls 
away, 

25 But the word of the Lord endures forever.” Now this 

is the word which by the gospel was preached to you. 

1 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 
2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 
3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

Pilate hands Jesus over to the ravenous Jews:

Matthew 27:26–44 (NKJV)

26 Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be 
crucified. 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around Him. 

28 And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 

29 When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And 

they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 

30 Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head. 

31 And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and 
led Him away to be crucified. 
32 Now as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they compelled to bear His cross. 
33 And when they had come to a place called Golgotha, that is to say, Place of a Skull, 

34 they gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink. But when He had tasted it, He would not drink. 

35 Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet: “They divided My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.” 
36 Sitting down, they kept watch over Him there. 
37 And they put up over His head the accusation written against Him: THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS 
38 Then two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and another on the left. 

39 And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads 

40 and saying, “You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the 
Son of God, come down from the cross.” 

41 Likewise the chief priests also, mocking with the scribes and elders, said, 
42 “He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down 
from the cross, and we will believe Him. 
43 He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 

44 Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the same thing.

1 Peter 2:18–24 (NKJV)
18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, 

19 For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one 
endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 

20 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you 
do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is 
commendable before God. 

22 “Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth”; 

23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not 
threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by 
whose stripes you were healed.

Acts 8:26–39 (NKJV)

26 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road 

which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. 

27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the 
queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 

28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 

29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.” 

30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 

31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. 
32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this: 

“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer 
is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 
33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, And who will declare 
His generation? For His life is taken from the earth.” 

34 So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of 
some other man?” 

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 

36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders 
me from being baptized?” 

37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God.” 

38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he 
baptized him. 

39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him 
no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.

5.23.24

The Eternal Perspective

When someone does you wrong, you take it patiently, in other words, you don’t complain about 
it you don’t allow strife or bitterness in your heart. You imitate Jesus, who when he suffered 
wrong, he opened not his mouth.

Acts 8:26-39

3281 λαλέω (laleō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 1819; Str 
2980—1. LN 33.70 speak, talk; in some contexts 
with the semantic focus on the telling

laleō

Parallel 
passages

Spiritual growth results in; comparable 
identifiable traits of the Lord Jesus Christ

170 αἰχμαλωτίζω (aichmalōtizō): vb.; ≡ Str 
163; TDNT 1.195—1. LN 55.24 take 
captive, take prisoner (Lk 21:24+); 2. 
LN 37.29 get control of

11.35 Χριστιανός (Christianos), οῦ m: 
one who is identified as a believer in and 
follower of Christ—‘Christian.’

3412 μαθητής (mathētēs), οῦ (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ Str 3101; TDNT 

4.415—1. LN 36.38 follower, often a disciple who is a 
believer and close follower, though other less committed 

relationships are indicated (Mt 8:21; 10:1; 12:49; Lk 14:27; Ac 6:1); 2. LN 
27.16 pupil, student, one tutored, implying a closer 
relationship than mere information

Identified 
with Christ

1688 ἐκδικέω (ekdikeō): vb.; ≡ Str 1556; TDNT 2.442—1. 
LN 56.35 give justice, grant a fair verdict (Lk 18:3, 5+); 2. 
LN 39.33 take revenge, avenge (Ro 12:19; Rev 6:10; 
19:2+); 3. LN 38.8 punish 

ekdikeō

Exact justice against disobedience

It was because they received 
the teachings of scripture they 
were identified as 

All believers

Identified 
with Christ

You will have clearly comparable 
identifiable traits of the Lord Jesus Christ

Our conduct is directed by God

1 John 1:9 (NKJV)
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Humility in context is, When we 
change the way we talk about fellow 
believers

Long-suffering impatiens were some of the 
comparable identifiable traits of the Lord Jesus 

Christ

Some believers who have a nasty way about 
them, may just need patient encouragement 
from a faithful long-suffering mature 
disciple

Luke 23:34 (NKJV)

34 Then Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they do not 
know what they do.” And they divided His 

garments and cast lots.

How did God love me?

Luke 10:25–37 (NKJV)

25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 
26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” 
27 So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’ ” 
28 And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” 

29 But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30 Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who 
stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 

31 Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 

32 Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 

33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 
34 So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
35 On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take 
care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ 

36 So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among 
the thieves?” 
37 And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

You may not be able to identify your neighbor

not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. 

21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
you should follow His steps: 

You and I have been harsh with others, we have wronged 
others many times with our speech.

Do not return insult, for insult
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