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Judgment.
Jesus is Coming  

to set up 
THE KINGDOM 

Jesus is coming to set up His kingdom:

Jesus second COMING and the Kingdom are the major 

motivators for all  believers

Matthew 24:1–51 (NKJV)
1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. 
2 And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down.” 

The question that umbrellas the rest of the chapter:

3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him 
privately, saying, 

“Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your 
COMING, and of the end of the age?” 

The tribulation:

4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 
5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 
6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but 

the end is not yet. 

7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and 
earthquakes in various places. 
8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 
9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 
10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 
11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 
12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 
13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world 

as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 
15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy 
place” (whoever reads, let him understand), 
16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 
18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 
19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 
20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 

21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the 

world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened. 

23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. 

24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to 

deceive, if possible, even the elect. 
25 See, I have told you beforehand. 

26 “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do 
not believe it. 

The second coming, Jesus Christ arrives for the second time, this time to 
establish His Kingdom Domain over all the Earth:

27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west,  

so also will THE COMING of the Son of Man be. 

28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together. 

29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the 

tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. 

31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other. 

Parable of the Fig Tree:

32 “Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, 
you know that summer is near. 

33 So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near—at the doors! 

34 Assuredly, I say to you, THIS GENERATION 

will by no means pass away till all these things take place. 

35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means 
pass away. 

36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My 

Father only. 

37 But as the days of Noah were, 

so also will THE COMING of the Son of Man be. 

38 For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered the ark, 

39 and DID NOT KNOW?
    until the flood came and took them all away, so also 

will the coming of the Son of Man be. 

40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. 

41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. 

42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 

43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he 

would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 

44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is COMING at an hour you do 

not expect. 

Two Servants are used to illustrate wise Jewish leaders Service over the 
household of God, in contrast with evil Jewish leaders:

45 “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give 

them food in due season? 

46 Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. 

47 Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods. 

48 But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ 

49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, 

50 the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is 

not aware of, 

51 and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.

6.6.24

Truth is always directing our focus 
toward the Kingdom of God

2

2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV)

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, 

17 so that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.

The Son of God, in His humanity as Jesus Christ, 
is God the Father's ultimate resolution for evil

The 12 apostles

A caution for the Tribulation Generation of Jews against 
deceivers, in relation to the arrival of Jesus Christ:

The day of the Lord:

Although the phrase "day of the Lord" is not used here in Matthew 24, other "day of the Lord" 
terminology is used!

In answering this question Jesus begins by addressing the Tribulation 

generation of Israel as a nation

How will we know when you 
are going to present Yourself as 
the king and bring in Your 
Kingdom?

4242 παρουσία (parousia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 3952; 
TDNT 5.858—1. LN 85.25 presence, coming, advent, being in 
person, to come to be present

parousia

vv.27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west

Joel 2:10 (NKJV)

10 The earth quakes before them, The heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark, And 
the stars diminish their brightness.

Joel 2:1–2 (NKJV)
1 Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the 

land tremble; For the day of the Lord is coming, For it is at hand: 

2 A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick 

darkness, Like the morning clouds spread over the mountains. A people 
come, great and strong, The like of whom has never been; Nor will there ever be any such after 
them, Even for many successive generations.

Here in this setting the phrase is used in a narrow sense, referring 
to the last few days, of the Tribulation period

In all the passages that include the sun in the moon not giving its light, 
those are all the last few final days of the Tribulation period, immediately before 
Jesus returns

In other passages it is used in a broad sense referring to the entire 
7 year tribulation

There will be an 
exceeding great darkness 
over the face of the Earth, 
as a result of the scroll 
judgments

1 Thessalonians 5:1–4 (NKJV)
1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 

2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 

comes as a thief in the night. 
3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains 
upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 
4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief.

The narrow sense

The broad sense

The focal point of the commands, to watch, to prepare, and to be ready

The tribulation generation of believers.

He's addressing a generation of 
believers who will see all these signs

This generation is the generation 
within Daniel's 70th week

Using the days of Noah to illustrate a point of judgment:

The Seal Judgments begin early on in the Tribulation, so the 
circumstances associated with those judgments, would put an end to the 
pleasures of life, including marriage, at the earliest stage of the Tribulation

This passage is often cherry 
picked, and incorrectly used 
as an illustration describing 

THE RAPTURE But if we pay attention to context, it doesn't relate to the rapture at all

imperative

imperative

saved Jewish 
people

This passage talks about the angels regathering the 
elect—the saved Jewish believers of the Tribulation 
period—and returning them to Israel.

Jeremiah 16:14–15 (NKJV)
14 “Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “that it shall no more be said, ‘The Lord lives who brought up 
the children of Israel from the land of Egypt,’ 

15 but, ‘The Lord lives who brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north and from all the lands 
where He had driven them.’ For I will bring them back into their land which I gave to their fathers.

Isaiah 27:12–13 (NKJV)

12 And it shall come to pass in that day That the Lord will thresh, From the channel of the River to the Brook of Egypt; 

And you will be gathered one by one, O you children of Israel. 
13 So it shall be in that day: The great trumpet will be blown; They will come, who are about to perish in the 
land of Assyria, And they who are outcasts in the land of Egypt, And shall worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem.

When interpreting parables unless they are linked in their immediate text, they 
should not be used to interpret one another.

So you don't use parables from another gospel, just because it sounds similar

Since the immediate context here is talking about Israel and the 
return of Jesus at His Second Coming to establish His Kingdom, 

then we must interpret this in that light, and in terms of the context and 
argument of the book.

1. This is a Jewish book talking about the Kingdom and 
2. the Jewish religious establishment, 
3. the offer of the Kingdom, and then
4. the postponement of the Kingdom; 

So this is what in forms our interpretation.

“it” is the Second Coming to establish the kingdom

These people are not living, going on 
their merry way, in the middle of 
judgment as if nothing is happening.

This is taking place before the 
judgment

Romans 1:18 (NKJV)
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 
Romans 1:18 (NKJV)
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 

who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,

Unbelievers who reject God’s Word are in fact saying it’s not going to 
happen. 

So they are in as much denial about the return of Jesus and the 
establishment of His kingdom at the end of the Tribulation, 
as those before the flood were. 

They were in complete denial of everything that Noah said, therefore they 
were going about normal activities of life.

They were suppressing the truth in their lust for this world.

The same thing happens leading up to, and during the Tribulation

taken in judgment

taken in judgment

Survived the tribulation

to the 
Tribulation 
generation of 
Jews Jesus is 
telling them to 
pay attention to 
the signs

mmm

All the events that are described in Matthew 24:4-31 in this chapter take place between the 
beginning of Daniel’s 70th week and the end of the 70th week. 

They all occur within the Tribulation. The wars and rumors of wars, the earthquakes, the 

pestilences here are great universal signs.

As a sign, they’re not the same as the wars and earthquakes and diseases and everything that 
we have today. Those aren’t signs: all of these things have been going on since the fall of Adam. 

But what happens here in Matthew 24:4-31, Jesus says these signs are all 

pointing specifically to one sign: when darkness has literally covered the Earth 

the final sign will be a brilliant flash of LIGHT and immediately 

the Son of Man will come in the clouds of heaven :  

Just because there are similarities in teaching of church age 
Kingdom Preparatory cautions and commands, doesn't mean 
they're identical; they may be similar, but not identical.

The picture painted by the thief in the night shows it is the 
unbeliever who was caught off guard since he never really 
believes God is actually going to judge in history

All of these references are about the sudden, 
unexpected arrival of divine judgment

The surprise of the thief coming 
is always related to the unbeliever who's been 
suppressing the truth in unrighteousness, who 
doesn't believe he is going to be accountable for 
rejecting Christ

Revelation 16:15 (NKJV)

15 “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and 

they see his shame.”

Once again Jesus says to the tribulation generation at the 
end of the series of bowl judgments, at the time of the 
seventh bowl judgment, just before the battle of 
Armageddon, He warns them to keep watching because 
they don’t know the day or the hour.

IsraelJewish leaders

Unbelieving Jewish leaders

unbelieving Gentiles. 
This unbelieving Jewish leader 
is in league with the Antichrist

Because he doesn't believe in 
Jesus, he's ignoring these 
words

Throughout the book of 
Matthew this word never 
refers to a believer, it always 
refers to the unbeliever

This is the Sermon on the Mount, when Jesus is 

contrasting the righteousness that should characterize the 
believer 

versus 

the fake righteousness of the Pharisees. 

There’s always this contrast there and they’re described as hypocrites

Matthew 6:2 (NKJV)
2 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. 
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

Matthew 6:5 (NKJV)

5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. 
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

Matthew 6:16 (NKJV)

16 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For 
they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they 
have their reward.

Matthew 23:13 (NKJV)

13 “But woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against 

men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.
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