
Inheritance. Light and Darkness and the Eternal State 8.29.24

- 229 -

1.

a.

2.

a.

3.

4.

5.

Light and Darkness, 
and 

the Eternal State

The New Heavens and New Earth:

God has given us enough information related to the New Heavens and 
New Earth to stimulate our imagination, and motivate diligent obedience 
in preparation for the eternal state:

The eternal environment/ the universe before Genesis 1:2:

Genesis 1:1–19 (NKJV)

1 In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth. 

2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters. 
3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
4 And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness. 
5 God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day. 
6 Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.” 
7 Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above 
the firmament; and it was so. 
8 And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the second day. 
9 Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear”; and it 
was so. 
10 And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
11 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit according to its 
kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it was so. 
12 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed 
is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
13 So the evening and the morning were the third day. 
14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for 
signs and seasons, and for days and years; 
15 and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so. 

16 Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. 

He made the stars also. 

17 God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth, 
18 and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.

19 So the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

Context is clear the next 2 chapters teach the Eternal State:

Revelation 21:1–27 (NKJV)
1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more 
sea. 
2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 

3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 
people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 

4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no 
more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 
5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true 
and faithful.” 
6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the 
water of life freely to him who thirsts. 
7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 
8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their 
part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 

The city that descends out of heaven from God:

9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, 
saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 

10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great 
city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 
God, 

11 having the glory of God. Her light was like a 
most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as 
crystal. 

12 Also she had a great and high wall with twelve GATES, and twelve angels at 
the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the 
children of Israel: 
13 three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. 

14 Now the wall of the city had twelve FOUNDATIONS, and on them were the names 

of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

15 And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. 
16 The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: 

twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal. 
17 Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man, 
that is, of an angel. 

18 The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 

19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was 
jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 
20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the 
eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 

21 The twelve GATES were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the 

street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. 
The Lamb is its light. 

24 And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it.

 
25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). 
 

   

27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written 
in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

Revelation 22:1–21 (NKJV)
1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

2 1.In the middle of its street, and 2.on either side of the river, was the tree of life, 

which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every 
month. The LEAVES of the tree were for the healing of the 

NATIONS. 

3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 

4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 

5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall 
reign forever and ever. 
6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His 
servants the things which must shortly take place. 
7 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 
8 Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who 
showed me these things. 
9 Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of 
those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” 
10 And he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. 
11 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous 
still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” 

12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his 
work. 

13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” 

14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the 
gates into the city. 
15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a 
lie. 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the 
Bright and Morning Star.” 
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever 
desires, let him take the water of life freely. 
18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to 
him the plagues that are written in this book; 
19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, 
from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

Heaven and the universe:

The 2nd HEAVENS doesn't mean the starry sky; 

It means an empty space. 

So on the first day of creation God created—space, finite space within which the universe would 
go (As we presently know it), and He created the earth. Nothing else, just space and the 
earth. 

When we get to the end of human history in time (after the thousand year reign of Christ) there 
will be no sun, no moon, and stars are not mentioned which sutures no they also no longer exist; 
but just empty space and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1 describes the first UNIVERSE: the heavens, no stars or galaxies, 

no moon, no sun, nothing. 

There is just the UNIVERSE itself and within it the earth. This was the pristine earth 

which was the abode of God and the abode of the angels, and it is described in

There was no darkness in the original UNIVERSE. It was God's 
glory that illuminated The Original Earth, as it will The New Heavens 
and New Earth described in Revelation 21 and 22
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21:1 All things 
have been 
made new.

There is no 
longer any sea

For all eternity we only spend a short period of time in Heaven. And that 
time will end when we return to earth following Jesus on white horses.

Revelation 19:13–16 (NKJV)
13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 

14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 
followed Him on white horses. 
15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He 
Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God. 
16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS

Remember when 
God originally 
created the Earth 
all the sons of God 
shouted for joy

time gap

There was no darkness in eternity past, before the re-creation of 
the Earth beginning in vv.2. 

So how was the original creation of earth illuminated? 
Answer: By the glory of God, just as the new heaven and new 
earth will be at the end of this present world. 

It doesn't say that but we can extrapolate back from the end, to 
the beginning, because if this is the abode of God as it will be at 
the end, then His glory illuminated the universe from its original 
creation. 

There was no darkness; darkness came as a result of Satan's sin 
and judgment. 

What is the "deep"? It is the salt sea. Now we have a salt sea as a 
result of sin; there will not be a salt sea at the end.

The sun, the moon, and the stars, did not 
exist before the re-creation of the Earth

And that the result of darkness, sin and evil, pride and arrogance; is eternal damnation

And that the result of light, and humility, and righteousness; is eternal life

With the creation of man, God is going to draw 
a clear distinction for his intelligent creatures 
(both Angels and Mankind) between: 

darkness and LIGHT, 

between sin and evil and RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

between pride and arrogance, and HUMILITY

Sometime after 
earths original 
creation Satan 
sinned.

God judged the 
Earth because of 
Satan’s sin, 
resulting in 
darkness covering 
the Earth

there is this parallel between:
1. the original creation and 
2. the creation of the new heavens and the new earth

21:4 No longer 
death crying or 
pain

1500 miles Square

21:23 No 
longer need for 
sun or moon

21:25 No          
more night 

21:27 No more 
sin     

22:3 No more 
curse

22:5 No 
longer need 
for the sun

22:4 Believers 
can now see 
the Fathers 
face

there is this parallel between:
1. the original creation and 
2. the creation of the new heavens and the new earth

This is the first mention of the tree of life since Genesis. 

This tree is either a single tree, or the tree is a singular plural that lines the boulevard on 

either side of the river, and every month there is fruit that is borne. 

So there will not be seasonal divisions that we are familiar with today. 

It’s clear that there is some sort of year calendar, a means of calculating time and 

progression because it says they bear their fruit every month. 

The healing of the NATIONS: so the question is what kind of healing is this 

referring to? Perhaps a better translation would be "health of the NATIONS." It is 
likely intended to be understood as promoting something positive; rather than 
countering something negative.

The face of God the Father,

Outside the universe

3rd Heaven, the throne room of God
Outside the universe

God creates the 
Earth inhabited 
by God & angelic 
beings

Earth
With Satan's 
rebellion against 
God, God judges 
the Earth

Eternity Past
God creates empty space called

THE UNIVERSE 

!☀

God recreates 
the Earth and 
THE UNIVERSE 
in six days

Eternity Future
God creates new heavens and earth

THE UNIVERSE
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Darkness and Light are God's teaching 
aid to mankind and angelic beings

Eternity Present

The finite universe

There are 3 HEAVENS described in the Scripture:
1. is the atmosphere around the earth, 
2. the entirety of the UNIVERSE—solar system, all stars and galaxies, etc., and 
3. the third HEAVEN is the throne of God. 

There are only a couple of places in the Scripture that give us a glimpse into the throne of 
God

Genesis 1:1 (NKJV)

1 In the beginning God created the HEAVENS and the earth.
the universe

Ezekiel 28:14–18 (NKJV)
14 “You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; You were on the holy 
mountain of God; You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones. 
15 You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, Till iniquity was found in you. 
16 “By the abundance of your trading You became filled with violence within, And you sinned; 
Therefore I cast you as a profane thing Out of the mountain of God; And I destroyed you, O 
covering cherub, From the midst of the fiery stones. 
17 “Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of 
your splendor; I cast you to the ground, I laid you before kings, That they might gaze at you. 
18 “You defiled your sanctuaries By the multitude of your iniquities, By the iniquity of your 
trading; Therefore I brought fire from your midst; It devoured you, And I turned you to ashes 
upon the earth In the sight of all who saw you.

Job 38:4–7 (NKJV)

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have 
understanding. 
5 Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6 To what were its foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone, 

7 When the morning stars sang together, And all the 
sons of God shouted for joy?

we Extrapolate

God in the book of Revelation always refers to God the 
Father only, it's never used for Jesus Christ

Revelation 17:1–5 (NKJV)
1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls 
came and talked with me, saying to me, “Come, I will 
show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on 
many waters, 
2 with whom the kings of the earth committed 
fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made 
drunk with the wine of her fornication.” 
3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. 
And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was 
full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten 
horns. 
4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 
adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, 
having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations 
and the filthiness of her fornication. 

5 And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND OF THE 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH

So there is a parallel there and the contrast is 
between: 

Babylon, the abode of the demons and spirits 
and the center of the rebellion against God, with 

the new Jerusalem, the holy city of God which 
will be the abode of the saints—primarily 
church age believers, O.T. saints. 

All other believers—O.T. Gentiles and Millennial 
saints will have their abode on the earth.

Parallel and contrast

The brilliance of God’s glory, illuminates the entire UNIVERSE

216 feet

Angels stationed at each of the 12 
gates pictures security, that only 
faithful believers will be allowed to 
enter

24 And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the KINGS of the earth bring 
their glory and honor into it.

26 And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it.
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