God And The Matter Of His Grace

Acts 20:24 (NKJV)
24 But none of these things move me; nor do | count my life dear to myself, so that | may finish
my race with joy, and the ministry which | received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the
gospel of the grace of God.
Acts 20:28-31 (NKJV)
28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.
29 For | know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing
the flock.
30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after themselves.
31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years | did not cease to warn everyone night
and day with tears. Grace for every member of the body of Christ; for those teaching and those
hearing

Grace in which you stand

Acts 20:32 (NKJV)
32 “So now, brethren, | commend you to God and to the word (or matter) of His grace,

which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified.
to build you up:construct - to make nearer to fullness or completion (as of moral
strength or someone’s conscience); conceived of as constructing something further.
Acts 9:31 (NKJV)
31 Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified.
And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.

Comfort: exhortation - the act of earnestly supporting or
encouraging (a response or action).

Ephesians 2:20-22 (NKJV)

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief cornerstone,

21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together =unity=, grows into a holy temple in
the Lord,

22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
Ephesians 4:16 (NKJV)

16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies,
according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of
the body for the edifying of itself in love.



Ephesians 4:11-16 (NKJV)

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers,

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,
13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect
man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,

15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head—Christ—

16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according
to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the
edifying of itself in love.

| like this, it shows us the grace of God in action

Acts 4:33 (NKJV)
33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And

great grace was upon them all.

Grace: the resulting activity that is a necessary consequence of genuine, beneficent
goodwill; especially used of the outworking of God’s goodwill. (Resulting From The
Influence Of God’s Favor)

Ephesians 4:17 (NKJV)
17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of
the Gentiles walk, in the Futility of their mind,

Futility: uselessness as a consequence of being purposeless or incapable of producing
results.

Ephesians 4:21-24 (NKJV)

21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus:

22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according
to the deceitful lusts,

23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness
and holiness.



Acts 14:1-3 (NKJV)

1 Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the synagogue of the Jews, and so
spoke that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed.

2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the
brethren.

3 Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing
witness to the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands.

Acts 20:32 (NKJV)
32 “So now, brethren, | commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to
build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

Jesus:John 8:29-33 (NKJV)

29 And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for | always do those
things that please Him.”

30 As He spoke these words, many believed in Him.

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My
disciples indeed.

32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to
anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be made free’?”

Abide:to continue a certain state, condition, or activity.
Acts 11:22-24 (NK]JV)

22 Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they
sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch.

28 When he came and bhad seen the grace of Gsd, he was glad, and encouraged them all that

with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord.

24 For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many
people were added to the Lord.

Colossians 2:4—10 (NK]JV)

4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words.
5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see
your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.

6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
Him,

7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have
been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.



8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according
to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not
according to Christ.

9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;

10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.

1 Peter 5:8—11 (NKJV)

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour.

9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world.

10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you
have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.

11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 1:3-12 (NKJV)

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant
mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead,

4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade

away, reserved in heaven for you,

«preserved in heaven for those who are preserved for it-®»

5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time.

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been
grieved by various trials,

7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes,

though it is tested(refined/purified) by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the
revelation of Jesus Christ,

8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice
with joy inexpressible and full of glory,

9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.

10 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the
grace that would come to you,

11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating
when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.

12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things
which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into.

Ephesians 2:4-10 (NK]JV)



4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved),

6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus,

7 that in the ages (to this purpose) to come He might show the

exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God,

9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

Luke 8:4-15 (NKJV)

4 And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him from every
city, He spoke by a parable:

5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and
it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it.

6 Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked
moisture.

7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it.

8 But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.”
When He had said these things He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

9 Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What does this parable mean?”

10 And He said, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, And
hearing they may not understand.

11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

12 Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes
away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

13 But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the
word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time
of temptation fall away. (they didn’t or can’t continue- because they didn’t

exercise)

14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go
out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to
maturity.



15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who,
having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and
bear fruit with patience.
Keep:to heed - to listen, hear, or pay close attention to , and
usually respond in conformity.

bear fruit: to produce consequences - to produce actions
and natural consequences befitting one’s nature, conceived
of as bearing fruit according to its kind.

Patience: steadfast endurance - the power to withstand
hardship or stress; especially the inward fortitude
necessary.

Matthew 13:10-17 (NKJV)

10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to
them in parables?”

11 He answered and said to them, “Because it has been given to you to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not
been given.

12 For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have
abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken
away from him.

18 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not
see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.

14 And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: ‘Hearing
you will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and
not perceive;

15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard
of hearing, And their eyes they have closed, Lest they should see
with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they should understand
with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.

16 But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear;



17 for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men
desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you
hear, and did not hear it.

John 6:52-71 (KJV 1900)

52 The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man
give us his flesh to eat?

53Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.

54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I
will raise him up at the last day.

55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.

56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in
him.

57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that
eateth me, even he shall live by me.

58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did
eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.

59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum.

60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this,
said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?
61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at

it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you?

62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?
63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the
beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me,
except it were given unto him of my Father.

66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked
no more with him.

67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?

68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast
the words of eternal life.

69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living
God.

70 Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a
devil?



71 He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should
betray him, being one of the twelve.

Romans 5:1-5 (NKJV)
1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,

2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in

which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that
tribulation produces perseverance;

4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope.

5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been
poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Ephesians 6:10—-20 (NKJV)

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might.

11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil.

12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places.

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand.

14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth,
having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the
gospel of peace;

16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God;



18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and
supplication for all the saints—

19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I
may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery
of the gospel,

20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may
speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

James 1:21-22 (NK]JV)

21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
Implanted: marked by being deeply fixed or set within something.

Luke 9:37-45 (NKJV)

37 Now it happened on the next day, when they had come down from the
mountain, that a great multitude met Him.

38 Suddenly a man from the multitude cried out, saying, “Teacher, I implore You,
look on my son, for he is my only child.

39 And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; it convulses him so
that he foams at the mouth; and it departs from him with great difficulty, bruising
him.

40 So I implored Your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.”

41 Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long
shall I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.”

42 And as he was still coming, the demon threw him down and convulsed him.
Then Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the child, and gave him back to his
father.

43 And they were all amazed at the majesty of God. But while everyone marveled
at all the things which Jesus did, He said to His disciples,

44 “Let these words sink down into your ears, for the Son of Man is about
to be betrayed into the hands of men.”



45 But they did not understand this saying, and it was hidden from them so that
they did not perceive it; and they were afraid to ask Him about this saying.

You are going to have to exercise grace or have faith in God’s grace to
keep you

2 Peter 3:10-18 (KJV 1900)

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,

12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat?

13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may
be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;
16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some
things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as
they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also,
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

Romans 5:20-21 (NKJV)

20 Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin
abounded, grace abounded much more,

21 so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hebrews 12:1-2 (NKJV)

1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us,



2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God. —

Hebrews 12:25-29 (NKJV)

25 See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who refused Him who
spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from
heaven,

26 whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more | shake
not only the earth, but also heaven.”

27 Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of

things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain.
28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have

Grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.

29 For our God is a consuming fire.

Grace: thanks - an acknowledgment of appreciation (to divinity).

An exhibition of faith and expectation without which it is impossible

to please God



