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Gods final judgment on Babylon:

The Bride of Christ

Revelation 18:1–24 (NKJV)
1 After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was illuminated with 
his glory. 

2 And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place 
of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird! 

3 For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed 

fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her luxury.” 

4 And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you 
receive of her plagues. 

5 For her sins have reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 
6 Render to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her double according to her works; in the cup which she has mixed, 
mix double for her. 
7 In the measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and sorrow; for she 
says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.’ 
8 Therefore her plagues will come in one day—death and mourning and famine. And she will be utterly burned with fire, for 

strong is the Lord God who judges her. 

9 “The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with her will weep and lament for her, when 
they see the smoke of her burning, 

10 standing at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one 
hour your judgment has come.’ 
11 “And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one buys their merchandise anymore: 
12 merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind of citron 
wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind of object of most precious wood, bronze, iron, and marble; 
13 and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and 
chariots, and bodies and souls of men. 
14 The fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the things which are rich and splendid have gone from you, 
and you shall find them no more at all. 
15 The merchants of these things, who became rich by her, will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, weeping and 
wailing, 
16 and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 
precious stones and pearls! 
17 For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.’ Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade 
on the sea, stood at a distance 
18 and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, ‘What is like this great city?’ 
19 “They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in which all 
who had ships on the sea became rich by her wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.’ 

20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has avenged you on her!” 
21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, “Thus with violence the great 

city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be found anymore. 
22 The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you anymore. No craftsman of any craft 
shall be found in you anymore, and the sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you anymore. 

23 The light of a lamp shall not shine in you anymore, and the voice of bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you 

anymore. For your merchants were the great men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were deceived. 
24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of all who were slain on the earth.”

The manner in which Jesus Christ returns, as He is going to establish the 
reign of God on earth:

The focal point is on who the Lord Jesus Christ is, as indicated through 
His dress and His character

Revelation 19:1–21 (NKJV)

1 After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor 

and power belong to the Lord our God! 

2 For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted 

the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 

3 Again they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!” 

4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, 

“Amen! Alleluia!” 

5 Then a voice came from the throne?
, saying, “Praise 

our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!” 

6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, 

saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 

His wife has made herself ready.” 

8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the 
righteous acts of the saints. 

9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” 

And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.” 

10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you 
do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have 

the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy.” 

11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and 

True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 
12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except 
Himself. 

13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 

14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white 
horses. 

15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with 

a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 

16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS 
17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of 

heaven, “Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, 
18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit 

on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.” 
19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the 
horse and against His army. 
20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived 
those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire 
burning with brimstone. 
21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds 
were filled with their flesh.

Revelation 20:1–15 (NKJV)
1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 

3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no 
more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. 
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had 

been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had 

not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 
5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be 

priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. 
7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison 

8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together 
to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea. 
9 They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down 

from God out of heaven and devoured them. 
10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And 
they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there 
was found no place for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, 
which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 
13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were 
judged, each one according to his works. 
14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

Demonic influence on the nations:

The angel interprets:

Revelation 17:1–18 (NKJV)

1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying to me, “Come, I will show you 

the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 

2 with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the 

wine of her fornication.” 

3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which 
was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand 

a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. 

5 And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH 

6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I 
marveled with great amazement. 

7 But the angels said to me, “Why did you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries 
her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. 
8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell 
on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see 
the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 

9 “Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits. 
10 There are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come. And when he comes, he must 
continue a short time. 
11 The beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to perdition. 
12 “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority for one hour 
as kings with the beast. 
13 These are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the beast. 
14 These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and 
those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.” 

15 Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, 

nations, and tongues. 

16 And the ten horns which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her 
flesh and burn her with fire. 

17 For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until 

the words of God are fulfilled. 

18 And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the kings of the earth.”
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Here in Revelation 17 this is the first time that an angel gives an 
interpretation. 

In Daniel there was frequently an interpreting angel where a vision would 
be seen by Daniel and then an angel would explain not only what Daniel 
saw, but what it meant. 

It was not left to man to come up with his own interpretation. 

In Revelation 17:1 the great harlot sits on many waters, in verse 15 the 
angel said to John, "The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are 
peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues." 

That fits with the fact that it is the first beast which comes out of the 
waters. 

It was 4 beasts that Daniel saw coming out of the waters, 

the four beasts which depicted the successive 
kingdoms that would dominate in the kingdom of man; 
that Satan would influence history through those Gentile nations. 

This is critical for developing a biblical view of history and 

nations. 

Carnally minded man's tendency is to glorify nations, but ultimately all 
nations in human history have played into these empires, and these 
empires have controlled and dominated history since the early 
civilizations of man. We tend to glorify the positive things of those empires 

and yet when God gives His evaluation and depicts them He 
depicts them as ravenous beasts. They 

are the best that man can do but God says it is bestial, the best that human 
viewpoint could do and it is destructive and arrogant. 

We have to use what God has revealed as our framework when we 
interpret human history. 

Daniel 7:2–3 (NKJV)
2 Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and 
behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. 
3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different 
from the other.

This is a command to 
tribulation believers

6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, 

saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 

His wife has made herself ready.” 

8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the 
righteous acts of the saints. 

9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” 

And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.”

Scripture distinguishes 2 different relationships : 

1. between the marriage of Yahweh in the O.T. 
to Israel and 

2. the marriage of the church to Jesus Christ. 

Jeremiah 3:14 (NKJV)

14 “Return, O backsliding children,” says the Lord; “for I am married to you. I will 

take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion.

Isaiah 54:5–6 (NKJV)

5 For your Maker is your husband, The Lord of hosts is His name; And your Redeemer 
is the Holy One of Israel; He is called the God of the whole earth. 
6 For the Lord has called you Like a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, Like a youthful wife when you 
were refused,” Says your God.

Ezekiel 16:8–14 (NKJV)
8 “When I passed by you again and looked upon you, indeed your time was the time of love; so I spread My 

wing over you and covered your nakedness. Yes, I swore an oath to you and 
entered into a covenant with you, and you became Mine,” says 
the Lord God. 
9 “Then I washed you in water; yes, I thoroughly washed off your blood, and I anointed you with oil. 
10 I clothed you in embroidered cloth and gave you sandals of badger skin; I clothed you with fine linen 
and covered you with silk. 
11 I adorned you with ornaments, put bracelets on your wrists, and a chain on your neck. 
12 And I put a jewel in your nose, earrings in your ears, and a beautiful crown on your head. 
13 Thus you were adorned with gold and silver, and your clothing was of fine linen, silk, and embroidered 
cloth. You ate pastry of fine flour, honey, and oil. You were exceedingly beautiful, and succeeded to royalty. 
14 Your fame went out among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect through My splendor 
which I had bestowed on you,” says the Lord God.

Hosea 2:19–20 (NKJV)

19 “I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you to 
Me In righteousness and justice, In lovingkindness and mercy; 
20 I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, And you shall know the Lord.

The basis for this marriage is the bond of the covenant that 
God made with Israel. 

But that covenant can be violated, it can be broken through the 
unfaithfulness of the bride (Israel). 

Spiritual adultery is a biblical concept but what it 
refers to is idolatry and disobedience to God in the Old Testament 
context.

Isaiah 50:1 (NKJV)

1 Thus says the Lord: “Where is the certificate of your 
mother’s divorce, Whom I have put away? Or which of 
My creditors is it to whom I have sold you? For your iniquities you have sold 
yourselves, And for your transgressions your mother has been put away.

When God put away Israel in 
discipline and kicked them out 

of the land it wasn't a 
divorce, it was a 

separation. God is still faithful to 
His covenant with Israel; He has 
never cut them off completely.

This is not the marriage of Yahweh because Yahweh 
never put away Israel; there is no remarriage. The marriage here 

is the marriage of the Lamb to the church.

The church was not mentioned in the O.T. at all; it was a mystery that 
wasn't made known until Jesus Christ arrived.

Ephesians 5:23–27 (NKJV)

23 For the HUSBAND is head of the wife, as also CHRIST is head of 

the CHURCH; and He is the Savior of the body. 

24 Therefore, just as the CHURCH is subject to CHRIST, so let the wives be 

to their own HUSBANDS in everything. 

25 HUSBANDS, love your wives, just as CHRIST also loved the 

CHURCH and gave Himself for her, 
26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

27 that He might present her to 
Himself a glorious church, not having spot 

or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

Several times in Scripture an angel will be giving a message, and somebody wants 
to fall down and worship the angel, and the angel says do not do that. 

But when the Lord Jesus Christ was on the earth and people would worship Him, 
He never said don't worship me, clearly identifying Himself with deity. 

That is why there is no doubt that the voice that is coming out from the throne in 

vv.5 is neither the Father nor the Son, nor the Holy Spirit, but is an 
angel in service to the Lord. 

In this verse the word "prophecy" is not talking so much about foretelling future 
events. 

Prophecy is actually a term that has more to do with revealing God's will to man. 

The title of this book is the Revelation its from Jesus Christ, not about Jesus 

Christ. God gives this body of doctrine to 
Jesus Christ, to reveal further to His 
servants an eternal perspective that will help motivate them to overcome 

sin. 

That is what is alluded to in the last statement of vv.10  :

10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do 
not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the 

testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy.”

the thought of prophecy

referring back to the 
unveiling of this Revelation

This is where God is going to bring His judgment in time on 

BABYLON itself and on the entire religious-economic-

political system of the human race that sets itself against God.

It's God's judgment against the entire human race under the influence 
of the great harlot, to be unfaithful to God

"harlot" is the feminine noun porne. In vv.2 we see that she is described 
as one with whom the kings of the earth committed "fornication," the 
verb porneuō. 

The main idea has to do with being unfaithful. 

The core meaning of the word doesn't have to do with physical 
immorality and neither does it necessarily have to do with spiritual 
immorality. The core meaning of the word is just to be unfaithful, to 
betray a trust, and in context this is the nations of the world under the 
influence of the great harlot, who have betrayed betrayed God’s trust. 

porne

porneuō
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