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The Church’s Marriage 
Placement

Revelation 19:1–9 (NKJV)

1 After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and 
power belong to the Lord our God! 

2 For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her 

fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 

3 Again they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!” 

4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, 

saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” 

5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both small and 
great!” 

Call to praise for the marriage supper of the Lamb:

6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of 

mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for        the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for        the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

and His wife has made herself ready.”

8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the  

9 Then he said to me, “Write: 

‘Blessed are those who are called to     the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ 

” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.”

First in Jewish marriage custom, is the betrothal:

The betrothal usually took place about a year before the wedding itself.

Jesus Christ has paid the bride price, the dowry, by His death on the cross. 
It was that purchase price paid by Christ on the cross that is equivalent to the 
bride price.

During the time between the arrangement of the wedding and the 
wedding itself the groom would leave, to prepare a home for his wife

The timing of the grooms return was not always known. But when he 
does come it was customary, as it will be with Christ, that He will come 
accompanied by his friends in order to bring her back to his home.

Only the Father knows when the timing will be:

Prior to the ceremony the bride is prepared. She would go through a 
ritual immersion or cleansing, which indicates the purification of the 
bride. 

This is analogous to the purification of the church at the judgment seat of Christ:

The wedding ceremony itself takes place after the purification, so for the church that means 

the Rapture, then the judgment seat of Christ, and then 

the wedding itself take place in heaven at some time during the events of the 

Tribulation on the earth. 

At the end of the Tribulation period the marriage of the Lamb 
has already taken place:
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4520 πόρνη (pornē), ης (ēs), ἡ (hē): 
n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 2390; Str 4204; TDNT 

6.579—LN 88.275 a prostitute 

4518 πορνεία (porneia), 
ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 2388, 2393, 
2394, 9373; Str 4202; 
TDNT 6.579—LN 88.271 
fornication, sexual 
immorality, sexual 
sin of a general 
kind, that includes 
many different 
behaviors

pornē

porneia

God created a perfect world with perfect 
creatures (He did not create perfect robots, but perfect creatures 
including angelic beings, and after that man was created 
after His own image), and He gave those perfect creatures volition, which is 

the ability to make choices. 

Some of those creatures chose to disobey God and that is what brought sin and suffering into 
the universe. 

Babylon is seen here as the source of that corruption and negative volition 

tracing back to Nimrod and the founding of Babylon in Genesis 10 and 11, 
which show that Babylon and the philosophical religion that comes 
out of Babylon are in opposition to God. 

That they, in fellowship with demonic influence, are the 
source of all sorts of corrupt thinking, (being a, 

gully full of garbage festering in dark rooms, behind closed doors, producing an ever 
increasing downward spiral, in the filthy thoughts and happenings in human societies, 
throughout human history.

The root meaning for "        fornicationporneia       " here in vv.2 has to do with 
infidelity or unfaithfulness to a COVENANT. 

That COVENANT is viewed as the creation 
COVENANT between God and man. 

Man was created to rule over:

Genesis 1:26–28 (NKJV)

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.” 
27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 

28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth 
and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
over the birds of the air, and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.”

The creation COVENANT

 fornicationporneia

Hosea 1:1–2 (NKJV)

1 The word of the Lord that came to Hosea the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the 

son of Joash, king of Israel. 
2 When the Lord began to speak by Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea: “Go, take 

yourself a wife of harlotry And children of harlotry, For the land has 

committed great harlotry By departing from the Lord.”

 This word fornicationporneia having found its definition 
in context, has come to mean 

Spiritual unfaithfulness to God.

It is a system of thinking and activity that is 
unfaithful to God 

Referring to Babylon

Praising God for the complete and total destruction of the city of Babylon

the marriage supper of the Lamb!’

the marriage of the Lamb has come,

The raptured 
Gentile Church 
from all nations

this is in a present active subjunctive form. 

The first two of these verbs are in the same form—present 
active subjunctive, the last one (didōmi) is an aorist, subjunctive, 
but they are all first person, plurals. 

Part of the idiom of Greek 
language: you don't have a first person command but 
you would express that idea through the use of a 
subjunctive mood verb. 

It was expressed as an exhortation or challenge to a group of 
people where the speaker included himself within those who 
were to be addressed. Example: Let us all be quiet. It has 
just as much an imperative force as a direct 
command for everyone to be quiet. 

The point being is that this is a first person command in these 
first 3 verbs of vv.7, and it includes the speaker. 

That’s why the speaker cannot be the Father or the Son, a 
person of deity, because the person is including himself in 
the command and will also participate in giving glory to God.

Verb, 

present, active, 
subjunctive, 

first person, plural

chairō
and His wife has made herself ready.”

agalliaō

Verb, 

aorist, active, 
subjunctive, 

first person, plural

didōmi

The meaning of this 
idiom is: 

there's a great deal of 
rain coming down

This is a time of tremendous celebration before the throne of God because 
the judgment of sin, the end of sin, the end of evil upon the earth is being 

presented; and at the same time it is the 
time for the marriage of the Lamb. 

This is the marriage of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ, to the bride, His 
wife who is the church. 

This is what finishes the preparation for the church to move into the 
Millennial period as those who will co-reign with the Jesus Christ.

the marriage of the Lamb has come,

These two verbs are both in the aorist tense which indicates past 

action, so what these 2 verbs state is not that the marriage of 
the Lamb is happening then, but it has happened; it has taken 

place, it has already been accomplished. 

And now something different is going to be focused on: 

and that’s the invitation to come to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb, in vv.9 

So we have the marriage in vv.7 and the marriage supper in vv.9

verb, aorist

verb, aorist

“His wife has made herself ready”

 saints. 
these are Church age Saints

The betrothal pictures the period of the church 

during the church age when the church has been 
betrothed to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 5:25–27 (NKJV)

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 
26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

Definition
betrothal: a formal 
engagement to be 
married

1.

2.

3.

4.

John 14:1–2 (NKJV)
1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 

2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you.

1 Thessalonians 4:14 (NKJV)

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus.

5.

1 Corinthians 3:11–15 (NKJV)
11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 

wood, hay, straw, 

13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed 
by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 

14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will 
receive a reward. 
15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

The Judgment Seat Of Christ is the Day of 
purification of the church/ the bride

These are the works of righteousness, 
which is obedient student revealed 
doctrine through the empowerment of the 
Holy spirit

1 Peter 1:24–2:2 (NKJV)
24 because “All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass 
withers, And its flower falls away, 

25 But the word of the Lord endures forever.” Now this is 
the word which by the gospel was preached to you. 
1 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 
2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,

the ritual 
cleansing for the 
Church/ the bride

5.

·  It is crucial to mark the distinction between the wedding 
itself and the marriage supper. They are two different events.

·  There is an invitation to the marriage supper we see in vv.9

·  Then the Lamb will return; He will destroy His enemies.

·  After the destruction of the enemies and 
the purification of the earth, 
and the judgment of the nations, 

there will be the marriage supper during a 75-day 
interval between the second coming and the beginning of the 
Millennial kingdom.

the marriage of the Lamb!’

Revelation 19:9 (NKJV)

9 Then he said to me, “Write: 

‘Blessed are those who are called to     the marriage supper of the  

” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.”

the marriage supper of the Lamb!’

6.

God’s Timeline For The Resolution Of Sin And Evil

!"

Church Age Tribulation Eternal State

1. Christ 2. Rapture 3. Two Witnesses
4. Old Testament 
      Saints

5. Tribute Saints

The First Resurrection the 
Saved

Second 
Resurrection 
the Unsaved 

Dead

Millennial Kingdom

Jesus returns with 
His Saints on 
white horses

Great white 
throne 

judgment of 
the unsaved

#### ## #### ## ### #### ## #### ## ##

Lake of fire

# #

Satan and his 
demons cast into 

the lake of fire

The antichrist and 
the false prophet

Satan is 
chained and 

cast into 
bottom 

bottomless pit
Satan 

released after 
1000 years

The judgment seat of Christ
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New heaven & New Earth

Great 
Tribulation

The Tribulation
7 years

Antichrist’s
42 months of
blasphemy
Rev.13:5

1,260 days 1,260 days

Woman 
fleas into 

the 
wilderness
Rev.12:6

Two 
witnesses 

killed
Rev.11:3

The marriage of the lamb The marriage supper of the lamb
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