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And the answer is:

Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV)

18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the 
Spirit,

Colossians 3:16 (NKJV)

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 

with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Galatians 5:22–26 (NKJV)

22 But THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

God's command to love your neighbor as yourself was required under the 
law:

Matthew 22:34–40 (NKJV)

34 But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 
35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 

36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
law?” 

37 Jesus said to him, “ ’ 

38 This is the first and great commandment. 

39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

Leviticus 19:18 (NKJV)

18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall 

love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.

The “Love command” that supersedes the Law and the Prophets:

John 13:31–35 (NKJV)
31 So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him. 
32 If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him immediately. 
33 Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I 
am going, you cannot come,’ so now I say to you. 

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another. 

35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
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4279 πειράζω (peirazō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 5814; Str 3985; TDNT 
6.23—1. LN 27.46 examine, submit another to a test, to learn the true 

nature or character of (2Co 13:5); 2. LN 27.31 try to trap, 
attempt to catch in a mistake

peirazō

This Remains The Greatest Commandment

This Does Not Remain The Second Greatest Commandment

Jesus had just announced 
Judas the betrayer, and Judas 
immediately left them, and it 
was night

What we would understand as 
the entire Old Testament

Jesus loved us as He always did those things that 
pleased the Father/ He always walked by means of the 
Holy Spirit in His humanity

The main issues in the Corinthian Church was that these believers 
were self-centered and arrogant, looking for self glory, they wanted to 
be viewed as being more spiritual, then other believers.

Paul is saying the Revelatory Gifts are temporary, but love will continue on throughout the church age

1 Corinthians 13:1–13 (NKJV)

1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a 
clanging cymbal. 

2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so 

that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 

3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it 
profits me nothing. 

4 love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 
5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 
6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 
7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether 

there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 

9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 

10 But when that which is perfects has comes, then that which is in part will be done away. 

11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, 

I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 

12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as 

 

13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Paul is not saying that he has the extreme use of all these gifts!

Paul is simply making these hyperbolic statements to express the fact that even 
if a person had been graced out to the max by God and were dripping with 
extreme spiritual gifts, if they're not carried out under the umbrella of love it’s 
meaningless.

He's emphasizing the superiority of love over every spiritual gift:

previously 
unrevealed truth

an idiom, meaning to do something that 
one would think to be impossible

This love that Paul speaks of is unique to the spiritual life, it is 
supernaturally produced in the believer who is walking by means of the 

Holy Spirit

Galatians 5:22 (NKJV)

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

present, active, indicative

indicative — The mood in which the action of the verb or the 
state of being it describes is presented by the writer as real. It is 
the mood of assertion, where the writer portrays something as 
actual (as opposed to possible or contingent on intention).

Even if God had graced him with this 
extreme spiritual ability; if he did not 
carry it out with love, then he has already 
become as sounding brass and clanging 
cymbal.

It's already become of no value.

Character 
transformation 
produced by the 
Holy Spirit

13.162 καταργέομαιb, 
καταργέω (katargeō): 
vb.: to cease to happen or 
abolished, to supersede,,
—‘to no longer take place, 
to cease.’ εἴτε δὲ 
προφητεῖαι, 
καταργηθήσονται ‘if there 
are prophecies, they shall 
cease’ 1 Cor 13:8.

katargeō

the gift of the gift of

come to a stop
pauo

meros meros

katargeō

Be abolished

katargeō
The Greek word 
gar means that he 
is now explaining 
the previous 
statement

gar
indicative — The mood in which the action of the verb or the state of being it describes is 
presented by the writer as real. It is the mood of assertion, where the writer portrays 
something as actual (as opposed to possible or contingent on intention).

present, active, indicative

katargeō

gar

nyni

a summary 
statement Presently at this time, 

Faith, Hope, and Love are 
in operation

immature in part in part

in part

See what?
Answer: ourselves in 
the mirror, although it 
is an indistinct image

arti
 I also am known.I

with great 
clarity

meros

meros

As part of but in contrast to the whole

2 word pictures 
to further 
illustrate his 
point in verse 10

present, 
active, 

indicative

I will see myself in entirety with the 
completion of revelation

ho
greek article
In English it would read "the childish"

matured

tote
at that time 

tote
at that time

tote
at that time

5455 τέλειος (teleios), α (a), ον 
(on): adj.; ≡ DBLHebr 9448; Str 5046;  4. 

that which was 
incomplete/in part

These two words 
are synonymous 
until they're used in 
the same context

785 ἄρτι (arti): 
adv.; ≡ Str 737; 
TDNT 4.1106—1. 
LN 67.38 now, a 
point of time 
simultaneous 
(1Co 13:12); 2. 
LN 67.39 just 
now, a time just 
before or after 
another time 

arti

3815 νυνί (nyni): adv. of time [see also 3814]; 
≡ Str 3570—LN 91.4 νυνὶ δέ (nyni de), a 
marker of a summary statement—‘and 
so, accordingly, meanwhile’

24.7 βλέπωa: to see, frequently in 
the sense of becoming aware of or 
taking notice of something—‘to see, to 
become aware of, to notice, to glance 
at

Paul summarizes, or concludes his discourse, 

by pointing to three characteristics 
that are of a higher priority for believers at 
the initiation of this new age than temporary 
gifts

1        2           3

1

Synonymous 
parallelism

2

The sin nature above everything 

else is self centered, it’s 

proud and arrogant
So The first and primary Focus of divine 
Revelation points directly at me and you 
personally.

How does Paul define love ?
hyperbolic statements are

Exaggerated statements to 
emphasize a point

Verb, future, 
passive, indicative, 
third person, plural

What Paul is saying is that 
at some time in the future 
something will happen and 
these gifts, knowledge and 
prophecy, will be 
superseded. They will 
receive the action of some 
event that supersedes them.

verbs

abolished
teleios

abolished

In this church age

❂

❂

At that time, all New 
Testament revelation had not 
yet been revealed

The gift of prophecy and 
knowledge was given on 
a temporary basis to get 
early church by until all 
revelation is revealed

a quantity 
idea, not 
quality

a quantity idea, 
not quality

Love is a fruit 
of the Spirit, it 
is not natural to 
man apart from 
God’s revelation

truth

Mental attitudes sin

Is 
referring 
to a
believer 
or an 
unbeliever

the 
standard

This is 
human 

love

Unbelievers can only operate according to the sin nature, so this human love —
because it is directed towards unbelievers, and they can manufacture it toward 
other unbelievers—this love comes out of the sin nature. 

We know that the unbeliever can't do anything apart 
from the sin nature. 

And that the basic orientation of the sin nature is pride/arrogance, so that tells us 
that the human love that is produced by the unbeliever is arrogant at its 
core. 

We are to be transformed by the renewing of our mind, and our understanding is 
being transformed by how the Bible is defining love. 

Ultimately there is a self-motivation in human love. The Lord recognizes this 
when He addresses the Jews and says they have to love their neighbor as 
themselves. 

In other words, the basic orientation of your sin nature is arrogance, and to put 
yourself first even as an unbeliever you can develop a pseudo-love that puts 
other people first. 

Even unbelievers living in a framework of a carnal cosmic system need to learn to 
put other people first and operate on a level of human viewpoint service: 

in order to make society function, 
in order for marriage to work, 
In order for any social interaction to be successful, there is a type of love that 
is necessary. 

And God isn't demeaning this kind of love, it is a necessary element for human 
society to function .

the 
command

Nevertheless, we as New Testament believers, we 
must be transformed from this world's standard of 
love, from this world's view of love, as it is expressed 
throughout society in music, and Hollywood, and  
human moral good works in service to others.

So this kind of love clearly has a distinguishing 
characteristic, it is a sign to everyone, it is a mark of 

a growing believer. It's the mark of a disciple.
Leviticus 19:18 doesn't signify 

anything

the standard

CHRISTIAN LOVE

This command in the Old testament that they were to love 
others as they love themselves, which was produced by 

believer or unbeliever and directed to believer or 
unbeliever, 

the love that Jesus is commanding here John 13:34-35 is a 
love that is produced from believers only, and directed to 
believers only.

passive, imperative

the standard

It is not based on who we are, it is based on who Jesus 
Christ is and what He did for us on the cross. 

That always the standard:
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