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Tests for the maturing believer:

Abraham's walk of Faith:

Test 1. 
Genesis 12:1–20 (NKJV)

1 Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family And 
from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you. 

2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And 

make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” 

4 So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with 
him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 

5 Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they 
had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of 
Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan.

6 Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh. And the 
Canaanites were then in the land. 
7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” And there he built an 
altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 
8 And he moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west 
and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. 
9 So Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South.

Test 2. 

Abram trusts his own wisdom and heads to Egypt:

10 Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there, for the famine was 
severe in the land. 
11 And it came to pass, when he was close to entering Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, “Indeed I know 
that you are a woman of beautiful countenance. 
12 Therefore it will happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, ‘This is his wife’; and they will kill 
me, but they will let you live. 
13 Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and that I may live because of you.” 
14 So it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw the woman, that she was very beautiful. 
15 The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken to 
Pharaoh’s house. 

16 He treated Abram well for her sake. He had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male and female 
servants, female donkeys, and camels. 

17 But the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 
18 And Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she 
was your wife? 
19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’? I might have taken her as my wife. Now therefore, here is your wife; take 
her and go your way.” 
20 So Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they sent him away, with his wife and all that he 
had.

Abram being back in Canaan/Back in fellowship, trusting God:
Test 3.

Genesis 13:1–18 (NKJV)
1 Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, to the South. 
2 Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 
3 And he went on his journey from the South as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 
4 to the place of the altar which he had made there at first. And there Abram called on the name of the Lord. 
5 Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents. 

6 Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, for their possessions were so great 
that they could not dwell together. 
7 And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. The 
Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land. 

8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, 
and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. 
9 Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if 
you go to the right, then I will go to the left.” 

10 And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere (before the Lord 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar. 
11 Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. And they separated from each 
other. 
12 Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent even as far 
as Sodom. 
13 But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the Lord. 

14 And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: “Lift your eyes now and look from the place 
where you are—northward, southward, eastward, and westward; 
15 for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. 
16 And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the 
earth, then your descendants also could be numbered. 
17 Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you.” 

18 Then Abram moved his tent, and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre, which are in Hebron, 
and built an altar there to the Lord.

Genesis 14:1–24 (NKJV)
1 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations, 
2 that they made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela 
(that is, Zoar). 
3 All these joined together in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 
4 Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 
5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him came and attacked the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, 
the Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 
6 and the Horites in their mountain of Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by the wilderness. 
7 Then they turned back and came to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and attacked all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt in 
Hazezon Tamar. 
8 And the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out and joined 
together in battle in the Valley of Siddim 
9 against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five. 
10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some fell there, and the remainder fled to the 
mountains. 

11 Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 
provisions, and went their way. 
12 They also took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son who dwelt in Sodom, and his 
goods, and departed. 
13 Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, for he dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre 
the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they were allies with Abram. 

Abram delivers lot and his goods:

14 Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his three hundred and eighteen 
trained servants who were born in his own house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 
15 He divided his forces against them by night, and he and his servants attacked them and pursued them as far 
as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. 
16 So he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and his goods, as well as the women 
and the people. 
17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley), after his 
return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him. 

18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. 
19 And he blessed him and said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 
20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a tithe 
of all. 

Test 4.
Abram passes the blessing test of Genesis 12:2

21 Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, and take the goods for 
yourself.” 

22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand to the Lord, God Most 
High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, 
23 that I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will 
not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram 
rich’—
24 except only what the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men who went with me: Aner, Eshcol, 
and Mamre; let them take their portion.”

Test 5.
Abram's sons Ishmael and Isaac:

Genesis 15:1–5 (NKJV)
1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am 
your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” 

2 But Abram said, “Lord God, what will You give me, seeing 
I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 
of Damascus?” 
3 Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!” 

4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but 
one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.” 
5 Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to 
number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”

Test 6.
Abram failed this test by trying to help God out:

Genesis 16:1–5 (NKJV)

1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. And she had an Egyptian 

maidservant whose name was Hagar. 
2 So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the Lord has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my 
maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. 

3 Then Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to 
be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan. 

4 So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress 
became despised in her eyes. 
5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “My wrong be upon you! I gave my maid into your embrace; and when she saw 
that she had conceived, I became despised in her eyes. The Lord judge between you and me.”

Genesis 16:15–16 (NKJV)

15 So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar 

bore, Ishmael. 

16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

Genesis 17:16–22 (NKJV)
16 And I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; 
kings of peoples shall be from her.” 

17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall a 
child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, 
who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 

18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!” 

19 Then God said: “No surely, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will 
establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him. 

20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will 
multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. 

21 But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year.” 
22 Then He finished talking with him, and God went up from Abraham.

Sarah's laugh was unbelief:

Genesis 18:9–15 (NKJV)
9 Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” So he said, “Here, in the tent.” 
10 And He said, “I will certainly return to you according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your wife shall 
have a son.” (Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.) 
11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had passed the age of childbearing. 

12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I have grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord 
being old also?” 

13 And the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I surely bear a child, since I am 
old?’ 
14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and 
Sarah shall have a son.” 

15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. And He said, “No, but you did laugh!”

Abraham's walk of Faith:

God tests our faith in order to cleanse us 
from our own independent thought 
system

Teach us to rely on scripture rather than 
the natural inclinations our sinful nature

Ephesians 5:25–27 (NKJV)
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself 
for her, 

26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water 
by the word, 

27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

For this PURPOSE

For the greater PURPOSE

For the disciple It's always about humility and 
and learning to submit to God's authority

The test is learning to do the word of 
God, the way God tells you to do it

The COMMAND

The blessing 
PROMISE/ 
COVENANT

Defining the PROMISE

Abraham did not completely 
rely on the word of God

Abraham's circumstances

Abram’s lack of faith

Abram’s gifts from 

Pharaoh faith

There are always unintended 
consequences from decisions 

made apart from  Divine revelation

This is where Abraham receives Hagar the slave girl

God causes the land, not to support the 

livestock of both Abram and Lot

Abram trusted God and passes the test related to the strife 
between lots, Herdsman and his Herdsman, and exercises, grace:

Lot relied on his autonomous intellect to make a decision in his best interest

2 Peter 2:7–8 (NKJV)

7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was 
oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked 

8 (for that righteous man, dwelling 

among them, tormented his righteous 
soul from day to day by seeing and hearing 
their lawless deeds)—

Two groups of kings war against each other:

Lot and his goods are taken captive:

It was an extremely serious matter in the culture of the 
ancient world, for the woman who did not or could not 
have children

So polygamy was a standard practice in society in 
order to keep inheritance in the family, when a wife was 
barren.

And though God promised Abram an heir, they felt like 
they were running out of time and needed to assist God

God further defines His  
PROMISE/ 
COVENANT to 
Abraham

Abraham is expressing these questions out of joy and excitement over the 

fact that God is now finally going to bring to fruition this promise of a seed 
that He has made down through the years. 

And that the seed is going to come through Sarah. 

He is expressing joy, and the certainty of his faith and trust in God, that God is finally going to 
bring to fruition the promise that He made back when he was 75 years old

Abraham loves his son Ishmael, and he knows that his first born son traditionally should be 
receiving the double blessing; so he's really asking a question. What about Ishmael’s blessing?

From his cultural background, the inheritance, the double portion should go to Ishmael.

And though he knows the promise is going come through Isaac, he's asking for God to bless 
Ishmael as well

The circumstance of this test is that God had promised Abraham 
descendants,
But Abram's wife was barren.

Psalm 127:3–5 (NKJV)
3 Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, The fruit of the womb 
is a reward. 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one’s 
youth. 
5 Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them; They 
shall not be ashamed, But shall speak with their enemies in the gate.

polygamy

Barrenness was not due to sin on the part of the woman. They were barren 
because God was teaching something through their barrenness.

Sarai, the wife of Abram; 
Rebecca, the wife of Isaac; 
Rachel, the wife of Jacob—

The wives of the three patriarchs of Israel are all barren women. 

The mother of Samson; 
Hannah; 

Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist in Luke chapter one. They were all 
barren!!!

The absence of barren women in Israel would indicate that Israel as a nation 
were in right standing with God, they were spiritual, they were Divinely blessed. 
But the presence of barren women in Israel indicated Israel's carnality and 
divine judgment was upon them. It was a sign of God's judgment on Israel. 

The barren womb in these women picture the emptiness and lifelessness of 
mankind apart from God and apart from Jesus Christ. 

The fact that they were barren was a picture of spiritual barrenness. 

It was also a picture of spiritual death. 

What is it that distinguishes Abram from the culture around him? He is a Gentile, 

like everybody else, but he is a believer in the pre-

incarnate Jesus Christ and therefore is regenerate. 

He is going to have 2 boys, Ishmael and Isaac, and what distinguishes 

them was regeneration. 

God is illustrating  life from death in the womb 
of the matriarchs of Israel. 

That is what sets them apart, that the foundation of this nation of people is 
miraculous. There is a 90-year-old woman who is going to give birth. It is a 
picture of how God gives life where there is no life.

In each case God miraculously brings forth life where there is death or there is no 

life. This is a clear picture of regeneration. 

The point is that only God can solve the problem of spiritual 
death by providing spiritual birth. 

The barren womb is a type of the virgin womb of Mary, and 

there the solution to the barren womb is the 
new life in the incarnation of 
the God-Man, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Exodus 23:25–26 (NKJV)
25 “So you shall serve the Lord your God, and He will 
bless your bread and your water. And I will take sickness 
away from the midst of you. 
26 No one shall suffer miscarriage or be barren in your 
land; I will fulfill the number of your days.

And all of the six women are 
foreshadowing one individual: the 
virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Neither the NIV or the KJV place 
the English negative in this verse
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