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Faith is a result of biblical propositions:

Family:

Hebrews 11:1–3 (NKJV)

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 

3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible.

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through whichfaith he obtained witness that 

he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through itfaith he being dead still speaks. 

5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God had 

taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

God's dwelling place was on earth in Adams time, in Enochs time and his 
dwelling place was removed just before the flood:

Sin is self-centered:

Men of like passion?

God’s word alone leads me in the way of life. It is the divine thought system to 
which we are to be informed and conformed, that will regulate everything we see and hear and 
speak.

If there is turmoil and unrest in your mind, if your thinking toward any believer is negative ; then 

you’re thinking is uncontrolled.

Animosity toward a fellow believer is your sin nature at work. 

Your trying to reason it out from your self-centered, all about me, what he or she or they 

didn’t say or do, in some way, they violated my sin nature’s self-centered ethically superior moral 
standard. 

God designed family. Family is very important to God. 
Blood is the natural adhesion that holds family together. 
The word of Jesus Christ is the spiritual adhesion that secures family and the church, 

the family of God.

Endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace? Faith is our volition in action that 
receives everything that God has provided for life and godliness 

Hebrews 11

Abraham

The importance of

mmm

 So there's a contrast between: 

one group of Christian believers: who are not pushing forward in 
the Christian life. 

They are not willing to put it all on the line, because they haven't really 

given any deep thought to the promises of inheritance to the point that 
it has already become theirs. 

They do not truly put their trust in what the Scripture says, so they 

develop a pattern of folding when adversity comes. 
They don't put forth the effort to think about scripture in order to develop 
endurance. 

There is no perseverance, and they fail to really quickly grab onto the 

promises of God when adversity comes, for the sake of inheriting 
residence in that holy city throughout eternity.

 

And the other group of Christian believers: are those who 
believe to the saving of the soul. 

This is not a relative clause in the Greek. That's just the way it's translated, usually 
"those who believe". 

It comes across as a relative; but in the original it is simply a genitive, those of faith. 

We're not of the spiritually regressive; we're of the faith. That's the contrast.

 
Pistis has the idea of faith, trust and confidence – dependence. Faith is easily 

defined as relying upon something or agreeing that 
something is true and living in light of 
that fact. 

Various external adversities tests the doctrine that is 
resident in our soul.

Hebrews 10:36–39 (NKJV)

36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done 

the will of God, you may receive the promise: 

37 “For yet a little while, And He who is coming will come and will not tarry. 

38 Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws 
back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” 

39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but 

of those who believe to the saving of the soul.

Endurance is holding fast to the 
word of God under pressure

724 ἀπώλεια (apōleia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 684; TDNT 1.396—1. LN 20.31 destruction,  
to destroy or to cause the destruction of persons, objects, or institutions
—‘to ruin, to destroy, destruction ruin (Mt 7:13); 2. LN 65.14 waste, needless squandering of 

apōleia

Perdition is not a word that focuses on a loss of salvation; it could be 
the loss of any number of things: the loss of life, the loss of whatever has 
been gained. Sometimes it can refer to divine discipline that comes in 
time,  temporal judgment. 

Here in this verse, it is referring to destruction that's caused by choices 
made from our independent wisdom. To be carnally minded brings 
destruction, or a death like experience in time

pistis

pistis

James 1:2–3 (NKJV)
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 

3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces 

patience.

39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition

Hebrews 10:36–39 (NKJV)

but of those who believe to the saving of the 
soul.

we are of the faith

A more accurate reading

We're talking about post salvation faith, faith that is important for spiritual growth and spiritual advance. 

noun, dative, 
singular, 
feminine

Pronoun, 
relative, 
generative, 
singular, 
feminine

noun, 
accusative, 
singular, 
feminine

3455 μαρτυρέω 
(martyreō): vb.; ≡ Str 
3140; TDNT 4.474—1. LN 
33.262 witness, give 
testimony

martyreō

This is where we get our 
English word martyr

It was not that Abel believed, but what he believed.

Abel believed DOCTRINE took it into himself, was transformed by it 

then he obeyed it

Able was already saved so this is 
not talking about justification 
righteousness; this is talking about 
post salvation righteousness. 

That confirms his spiritual growth, 
and his spiritual maturity is the 
basis for rewards. 

So he obtained witness or 
evidence that he was righteous.

martyreō Pronoun, 
generative, 
singular, 
feminine

Through faith which stands as A MONUMENT 
throughout all of eternity to the grace of God. His faith still 
speaks. 

 

Our faith (our spiritual life, our spiritual growth, the evidence of our 
spiritual life) stands as an eternal monument and will stand for eternity as 
testimony to the grace of God, the love of God in the angelic conflict. 

Obedience to actual doctrine withstands the test of fire at the judgment 
seat of Christ, it is that evidence of a spiritual life, a spiritual mature 

believer that is never going to be destroyed or removed.

The comparative, adjective, pleona - more acceptable or superior. That's the idea. 
The sacrifice that Abel offered was superior to the sacrifice that Cain offered. 

It's not that Abel was superior to Cain; but that the sacrifice that he offered was acceptable. 
Cain's was not. 

It's a comparative term there. It was a superior sacrifice, a more acceptable sacrifice. 

 

So in what way was Abel”s offering better? Was it better because 

of the quality of Abel's faith?  That Abel had a saving faith and Cain did not? Or was it because 
of the quality of the sacrifice? 

 Many commentators will make a comparison between the fruit that Cain brought as an 

offering; to the first fruits offerings under the law of Moses, during the age of Israel. So they 
say that the type of offering wasn't the issue, but their motivation 
had to be the issue, their mental attitude approach in the offering was the issue.

However, firstly, the Mosaic Law was not in operation, so that's a bit of a leap.

But there is more direct contextual evidence that provides the 
answer:

more excellent sacrifice

pleona

Genesis 4:1–8 (NASB95)
1 Now the man had relations with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, 

and she said, “I have gotten a manchild with the help of the Lord.” 

2 Again, she gave birth to his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but Cain was 
a tiller of the ground. 
3 So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the 
fruit of the ground. 
4 Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions. And 
the Lord had regard for Abel and for his offering; 
5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his 
countenance fell. 
6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 
7 “If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is 
crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it.” 
8 Cain told Abel his brother. And it came about when they were in the field, that Cain rose 
up against Abel his brother and killed him.

Hebrews 12:24 (NKJV)

24 to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to 
the blood of sprinkling that speaks better 
things than that of Abel.

1 John 3:12 (NKJV)

12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his 

brother. And why did he murder him? Because his 
works were evil and his brother’s righteous.

So again Abel's sacrifice is spoken of in high regard. 
But Christ's sacrifice (His death) is superior.

So it is not his attitude or motivation; it is his works. It is what he brought 
to the table that's defined as evil 

Human arrogant religion, once again views the word of God casually, and 
decides what’s going to be acceptable to God;

as opposed to relying on a careful examination of the words that came 
directly from the mouth of God.
 

So there's always that conflict between human viewpoint and divide 
viewpoint and all religion always seeks to define that man can produce 
something that will garner God's approbation.

Our obedience to God is going to 
be compared to God’s written word 
at the judgment seat of Christ

Genesis 3:15–16 (NKJV)
15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; 

He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 
16 To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In pain you 
shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you.”

"the help of", or "with the help of", is not in the original manuscripts. 

Literally it says, "I have gotten a man child, the Lord." 

When God promised that her seed would defeat the seed of the serpent, when 
she has this first male child she is very possibly thinking this is the seed. This is 
the man-child, the Lord. 

She perhaps understands that the seed of man that's going to defeat 
the seed of the serpent is a God-man. 

 So she is saying, "I have acquired a man, the Lord." She thinks that this 
is the incarnate Messiah. 

It would not have been too long before she realized that wasn't the case, 
and that she was going to be living in a fallen environment for longer 
than perhaps she had imagined.

apōleia

Possession of life, the abundant life

Soul is an 
idiom for life

2 Peter 1:2–4 (NKJV)
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of 
God and of Jesus our Lord, 
3 as for this very reason His divine power has given to us all things 

that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him 
who called us by glory and virtue, 
4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and 
precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of 

the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 

that is in the world through lust.

5882 φύσις (physis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 

5449; TDNT 9.251—1. LN 58.8 nature, the character 
or make up of something, as a natural result or condition

It's the self-centered sinful nature that holds onto an offense, that holds a grudge.

Man's ways are under demonic influence

Satan's tactic is to divide and conquer his modus operandi is to "kill 
steal and destroy"

John 10:10 (NKJV)

10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have 
come that they may have life, and that they may have 
it more abundantly.

physis

aorist — The aorist verb tense is used by the writer to present the 
action of a verb as a “snapshot” event. The verb’s action is portrayed 
simply and in summary fashion without respect to any process. In the 
indicative mood, the aorist usually denotes past time, while an 
aorist participle usually refers to antecedent time 
with respect to the main verb. 

verb, aorist, active, 
participle, plural, 
nominative

What faith does, is that it believes something that isn't seen. 

Ultimately it's not based on empiricism or rationalism. It is based on believing 
something that God has said, because God said it. 

When you believe God says :

So when we obey God, that gives a visible witness before the angels and before men of 
the faith that of course can't be seen; and the object of the faith, which is the promise of 
God, the promise of God being a key idea all the way through Hebrews. 

 

So last time we looked at the example of Abel and towards the end it got to be a little 
hurry so I wanted to just go back clean up one or two things before we move on that by 
faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.

Luke 17:3–4 (NKJV)
3 Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; 
and if he repents, forgive him. 
4 And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a 
day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.”

repents, 
 to have a change of heart/ mind

3566 μετανοέω (metanoeō): vb.; ≡ Str 3340; TDNT 4.975—

LN 41.52 repent, to change one’s life, based 
on complete change of attitude and thought 

metanoeō

So when we obey God, that gives a visible witness before the angels and before men of 
the faith, and that of course can't be seen; and the object of the faith, which is the 
promise of God, the promise of God being a key idea, all the way through Hebrews. 

These individuals are all justified before they 
ever get to the action that's being emphasized 
in  these stories. 

3455 μαρτυρέω 
(martyreō): vb.; ≡ Str 
3140; TDNT 4.474—1. LN 
33.262 witness, give 
testimony

martyreō

The first rapture is emphasized in vv. 5

Though a different word is used here it's the same idea as in:

metatithemai means to transfer something, to change it, to move it to 
another location.  It's the same idea that you have in the rapture. That 
word there, harpazo, means to be snatched. 

 

One day Enoch is walking along and suddenly he walks off with God. 
He's just having a close conversation with God and walks from earth into 
heaven.

1 Thessalonians 4:15–18 (NKJV)
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until 
the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

773 ἁρπάζω (harpazō): vb.; ≡ Str 726; TDNT 1.472—1. LN 
18.4 snatch, seize (Mt 13:19; Jn 6:15; Ac 23:10; Jude 23); a 
rapture to God and glory

harpazō

3572 μετατίθεμαι (metatithemai), 
μετατίθημι (metatithēmi): vb.; ≡ Str 3346; 
TDNT 8.161—1. LN 15.2 depart (Ac 
7:16+); 2. LN 13.64 change, from one 
state to another 

metatithemai

metatithemai

Genesis 5:1–27 (NKJV)

1 This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that God created man, 

He made him in the likeness of God. 
2 He created them male and female, and blessed them and called them Mankind 
in the day they were created. 

3 And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and 
begot a son in his own likeness, after his image, and 
named him Seth. 
4 After he begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight hundred years; and he had sons and daughters. 
5 So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years; and he died. 
6 Seth lived one hundred and five years, and begot Enosh. 
7 After he begot Enosh, Seth lived eight hundred and seven years, and had sons and daughters. 
8 So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years; and he died. 
9 Enosh lived ninety years, and begot Cainan. 
10 After he begot Cainan, Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen years, and had sons and daughters. 
11 So all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years; and he died. 
12 Cainan lived seventy years, and begot Mahalalel. 
13 After he begot Mahalalel, Cainan lived eight hundred and forty years, and had sons and daughters. 
14 So all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years; and he died. 
15 Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and begot Jared. 
16 After he begot Jared, Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years, and had sons and daughters. 
17 So all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years; and he died. 

18 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and begot Enoch. 

19 After he begot Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred years, and had sons and 
daughters. 

20 So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years; 
and he died. 

21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah. 

22 After he begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God three 
hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 

23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 

24 And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for 
God took him. 
25 Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and begot Lamech.

26 After he begot Lamech, Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years, 
and had sons and daughters. 
27 So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years; and he 
died.

Methuselah was the oldest man in the Bible, 
but he died before his father did.

Because Enoch never died. 

He just was transferred; translated directly from 
his physical mortal body, into his spiritual body 
that obviously wouldn't have gone to heaven 
from what we have understood from a greater 
context of scripture. 

He went to the place the Old Testament saints 
went, which was later titled Abraham's bosom. 

He goes through a transition process that took 
him from his mortal body to his 

temporary transitional body.

The term walking occurs many times in the N.T.

It’s a metaphor for a lifestyle for living. 

 

Walking with God was Enoch’s lifestyle. This was the priority of Enoch's 
life, his relationship with God. 

It's not like a walk with God that you or I have. 

Enoch's was a much more direct walk with God. 

When God created Adam and Eve and placed them in the Garden of 

Eden, the garden was actually east of Eden. Eden is seen as 
the dwelling place of God upon the earth. 
This was where He, the pre-incarnate Christ would walk daily with Adam 
and Eve to spend time with them, to teach them, to give them information, 
to answer questions. 

But when Adam sinned : 

 Genesis 3:22–24 (NKJV)
22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good 
and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and 
live forever” spiritually dead, but physically alive—

23 therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from 
which he was taken. 

24 So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of 

Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the 
tree of life.

noun, plural

Genesis 6:1–3 (NKJV)

1 Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of 
the earth, and daughters were born to them, 
2 that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they 
took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. 

3 And the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man 
forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty 
years.”

The Hebrew word that is translated strive is only used one time in the 

Hebrew Old Testament

Aramaic and Arabic and Acadian, the cognate to this word doesn't mean 

strive. It means abide. 

What God is saying here is, "My Spirit shall not 
abide (or live)". 
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